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Living and Farming God’s Way 
The only way to build God’s Kingdom 

 
Vision is a conviction given by God and kept alive in your heart by 
the Holy Spirit.    
 
Vision comes from above (Exodus 3:7-10;  Nehemiah 2:12;  Acts 26:12-20), even 
if it doesn’t come with an audible voice or visible signs! It is a conviction in 
your heart that determines your whole life. It’s not something that you do 
alongside a bunch of other things. It determines the way you do everything. 
It is a Godly calling and has nothing to do with personal dreams and ideals. 
It is doing something about the entire need of others, no matter how much 
time, money, or energy it will take. Vision is knowing why God made you and 
understanding what He wants to do through you. 
 
In his book, Courageous Leadership (pg. 32), Bill Hybels defines vision as 
follows:   
 
Vision is a picture of the future that produces passion!  
 
He discusses vision under the following four headings: 
✓ See it clearly 
✓ Feel it deeply 
✓ Own it wholeheartedly  
✓ Communicate it properly  

 
Living and Farming God’s Way is the picture of the future that I see. It is 
the passion that burns within me. I see it! I feel it! It is my vision and my 
calling. The task that God has given me is: To build an ever increasing 
momentum towards Living and Farming God’s Way amongst the rural 
agricultural communities of Africa that will last for generations to come. I must 
therefore properly communicate this vision so that every farmer can 
understand it and carry it out. What has happened in my heart must happen 
in yours - and more! 
 
When I look at Africa and its agriculture, I don’t see it as it is now — I see 
what it could be! I see what it should be! I don’t see the hunger, conflict, 
sickness, destruction, chaos, and poverty — not because I turn a blind eye 
to reality, but because I look at Africa with different eyes. I look at Africa with 
eyes of faith. I see how Africa and its agriculture are going to look when God 
is finished with it. I see God saving millions of people in Africa in answer to 
our prayers. I see Africa in a restored relationship with God. I see how Africa 
will look when Living and Farming God’s Way is no longer just a slogan, but 
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the lifestyle of millions of farmers throughout Africa. I see Africa, in God’s 
chosen timing, reflecting the Father’s greatness, goodness, justice, love, and 
provision. I see people taking hands across borders all over Africa. I see God 
changing the way we as Africans think about our land. I see Him making us 
good stewards of His land. In Africa, we will have a new perspective on our 
daily work. Our work will be part of how we worship God and how we express 
our love for people. I see the Kingdom opening up the African economy. 
Africa will taste God’s goodness when the land produces rich and nutritious 
food (cf. Isaiah 30:23).   
 
I see the Holy Spirit sweeping over Africa and renewing it to honour God. I 
see the Holy Spirit giving birth to God’s plan for Africa - the fulfilment of His 
of promises for Africa. May I have the privilege of being part of Africa’s 
transformation. May the Holy Spirit use this Prayer Focus to plant this vision 
in your heart. 
 
May the Holy Spirit convince you that Living and Farming God’s Way 
is the smartest choice for all farmers.  ”Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own understanding;  in all your ways submit to 
Him, and He will make your paths (God’s Way!) straight.  Do not be wise in 
your own eyes;  fear the Lord and shun evil.  This will bring health to 
your body and nourishment to your bones.”  (Proverbs 3:5-8). 
 
May the Holy Spirit convince you that Living and Farming God’s Way 
is the only way to build God’s Kingdom. 
 
 
Hennie Viljoen 
hennie.viljoen@amosafrica.net  
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10 October – Barefoot Day 
 
Every year on the 10th of October, AMOS celebrates Barefoot Day.  God 
often commands His prophets to do something unusual in order to bring His 
message home to people loudly and clearly.  (For example: Jeremiah 13:1-14; 
16:1-4;  27:1-2;  Hosea 3).   
 
The purpose of Barefoot Day is to keep reminding you that we live and 
farm on holy land, God’s land, in God’s presence.  God’s presence in the 
burning bush sanctified the ground on which Moses was standing.  That was 
why he had to take off his shoes (Exodus 3).  Afterwards, Christ came to earth 
and was called Emmanuel which means God is with us.  He reconciled earth 
with God and sanctified it by His sacrifice and His presence (Colossians 
1:19-20).  He is with us every day until the end of the world (Matthew 28:20).  
Daily we are living and farming on holy land in God’s presence.  Being 
aware of that all day is life-changing.  With my soft, sensitive bare feet I tread 
carefully and think about every step I take.  I cannot hurry through the day 
without thinking about what I am doing.  The same applies to my life in God’s 
presence.  It helps me to avoid sin (thorns and sharp stones) and is comforting 
and encouraging.  He is here with me to carry me, to help me and to protect 
me (Cf. Joshua 1:9; 2 Chronicles 16:9 and Matthew 28:20).   
   
Barefoot Day is also a special 

opportunity to testify.   
Wherever you go people will ask you 
why you are barefoot.  This provides 
you with an opportunity to testify 
using the above verses.  Barefoot 
Day is thus an opportunity to 
encourage people and to point out 
that they are always in God’s 
presence everywhere and not only in 
the church. 
 

Let us begin a movement.  Let us 
farm barefoot every year on  

10 October! 
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My Prayer for You 
 

Lord, I ask that by Your Holy Spirit, You will grant each person who 
picks up this Prayer Focus the discipline to pray for the rural and 
agricultural community.  I ask You to use the following quotations on 
prayer to motivate and inspire Your children.  Let them sincerely 
embrace the privilege of prayer.  
 
The greatest thing anyone can do for God or man is pray. S.D. Gordon   
 
He who kneels the most, stands the best.  D.L. Moody 
 
Prayer is where the action is.  John Wesley  
 
The enemy rejoices when Christians spend more time discussing 
prayer than practising prayer.  Unknown  
 
Don't pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment with the Lord 
and keep it.  A man is powerful on his knees.  Corrie Ten Boom 
 
Satan trembles when he sees the weakest Christian on his knees. 
William Cowper 
 
I would rather teach one man to pray than ten men to preach.   
Charles Spurgeon 
 
The man who mobilizes the Christian church to pray will make the 
greatest contribution to world evangelisation in history.  Andrew Murray 
 
There is no other activity in life so important as that of prayer. Every 
other activity depends upon prayer for its best efficiency.  M.E. Andross 
 
We must begin to believe that God, in the mystery of prayer, has 
entrusted us with a force that can move the Heavenly world, and can 
bring its power down to earth.  Andrew Murray 
 
I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.  
Martin Luther  
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Make the most of this Prayer Focus 
 
The following will help you to make the most of the 40-day Prayer Focus: 
 
1. Plan and organise 

Use existing opportunities for prayer.  Create new opportunities for 
praying with others.  The possibilities are endless but nothing happens 
by itself.  Take trouble and plan thoroughly.  Consider the following: 
 Your personal quiet time 
 Prayers at mealtimes (This is the one time people can and should pray for 

agriculture) 
 Devotions just before or after work, or during lunch break 
 Existing small group meetings 
 Sunday service – ask a farmer, farmer’s wife, child, farm worker 

or any other member of the congregation to pray for the rural and 
agricultural community 

 Special prayer meetings and half-night or all-night prayer vigils 
 Mobilise the elderly, children, women, prayer groups, etc. to 

pray together 
 Advertisements of the 40-Day Prayer Focus on Agriculture in local 

newspapers and on the radio.  The guidelines for the Prayer Focus 
are available in English and Afrikaans on AMOS’ web page:  
www.amosafrica.net and may be duplicated freely. 
 

2. Read the Scriptures 
Read the Scriptures for every day.  You will lose out on blessings and 
growth by reading the message and ignoring the scriptures.  Remember 
to allow the Spirit to speak to you through the Word. 
 

3. Confess sin 
It is important to attend to the four important issues named in 
2 Chronicles 7:14: 
 Allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with remorse. 
 Confess all the sin of which the Holy Spirit convicts you. 
 Ask the Lord to reveal His will to you and then obey it. 
 Turn away from your evil ways.  Turn your back on everything of 

which God disapproves.  
 

4. Prayer guidelines 
The prayer guidelines are not rigid instructions, but only guidelines.  
Read and meditate on each message every day.  Then pray about 
everything the Holy Spirit lays on your heart. 
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5. Cultivate the discipline of fasting and obedience 
There are various good books about prayer and fasting.  Please read 
some.  The 40-Day Prayer Focus is an ideal opportunity to work on your 
self-control and discipline.  You could follow Esther’s example and 
abstain from food and drink for three days (Esther 4:16), or you could eat 
only vegetables and drink water like Daniel and his friends (Daniel 1:12).   
 
Consider fasting from something you like very much during these 40 
days, for instance, stop drinking coffee or Coke;  stop eating sweets or 
chocolates;  stop eating meat or dairy products;  stop taking tonics or 
other stimulants;  refrain from having a second helping of food;  spend 
the time you usually spend watching a particular TV programme praying.  
The possibilities are endless.  Ask the Lord what He would like you to 
do. 
 

You should not only learn to abstain from food or TV sometimes, but you 
must learn to always abstain from sin and stop being disobedient.  We 
must fast from our evil deeds and put an end to our bad habits.  Use these 
40 days to cultivate and practise the discipline of obedience. 
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PART 1 
Living and Farming God’s Way 

It’s not a slogan. It’s a lifestyle! 
 
There is a danger that we turn God’s will and instructions into nice sounding 
slogans.  We speak about them but we do not live them out.  This was 
already a problem in Isaiah’s time (Isaiah 29:13 [NIV]):  “The Lord says: ’These 
people come near to me with their mouth and honour me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely 
human rules they have been taught. …’” 
 
Paul also reminded the Corinthians about it:  “For the kingdom of God is 
not a matter of talk but of power” (1 Corinthians 4:20 [NIV]).  It doesn’t help 
that we just speak about the Kingdom. It must be lived. The demonstration 
of our proclamation is crucial.   
 
To speak about it but not to live it also threatens the AMOS vision: Living and 
Farming God’s Way.  It becomes a slogan, but not a lifestyle.  
 
Come discover what Living and Farming God’s Way means with me and why 
it must be lived out. 
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Day 1 
Living and Farming God’s Way… 

A matter of the heart! 
 

Read: Jeremiah 31:33 and 32:38-41;  Ezekiel 36:26-27 and  
2 Corinthians 5:17-18a 

 
Summary: When God gives you a new heart, then Living and Farming 
God’s Way becomes your heart’s desire. Then you can live and farm like 
God wants you to. Then you build God’s Kingdom God’s way.    
 

The problem is that we easily get caught in one of two extremes: 
1. We serve the King, but ignore His Kingdom. We just want to go to 

heaven.   
2. We try to build the Kingdom, but we ignore the King. We just want a 

better life for the here and now.   
 

We will never change the rural and farming community if we get caught in 
either of these extremes. Living and Farming God’s Way will remain a 
slogan. It will never become a lifestyle.   
 

We must introduce people to the King AND teach them to live according to 
His will! The Kingdom is invisible - in the hearts of people (Luke 17:20-21 and 
Romans 14:17).  When someone gets a new heart, his life begins to change 
(Proverbs 4:23 and Romans 12:1-2.  And 1 Corinthians 2:16). 
 

What we have in our hearts determines what kind of marriage, home, 
community, business, farm, economy, and society we build.  If we have 
evil hearts, we build marriages, homes, communities, businesses, farms, 
economies, and communities that advance the Kingdom of Darkness. If we 
get a new heart from the King, then His will becomes our desire. Then we 
build marriages, homes, communities, businesses, farms, economies, and 
societies that show that God is our King. Then we make the culture 
(lifestyles) of heaven visible on Earth.  Then God’s will is done on Earth, in 
our lives and our farming, as in heaven. 
    

People’s hearts don’t change because of good teaching, medical care, a 
good constitution and legal system, profitable businesses, good roads, and 
the provision of electricity. The world wants to change everything from 
the outside in. But what is on the outside is really a result of what is going 
on in people’s evil hearts. That is why they create evil devices and systems 
that cannot change people’s hearts for the good. Look at the “marriages” we 
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create: they are temporary; lustful; same-sex; violent; single-parent families; 
and so on. Look at the economies that we create: poverty-mentality; 
dependence; greed; a bigger gap between rich and poor; out of control debt; 
happiness and instant wealth is pursued; dishonesty and fraud happens 
every day; bribery blinds people to what is right and just; and so on. Evil 
hearts cannot create systems that glorify God. 
 

That is why God starts in people’s hearts. Through His Spirit He gives 
new life - a new heart. A new heart is needed before you can build God’s 
Kingdom God’s way. If God changes the convictions of your heart, then your 
whole life will change for the better. Then everything that you do will be a 
compliment for the King. It will show that you love and honour Him.  
 

When God gives you a new heart, Living and Farming God’s Way 
becomes your heart’s desire. Then you can live and farm the way God 
wants you to and build God’s Kingdom God’s way. 
   

Lie:  You can build God’s Kingdom without bothering about the King. 
As long as you love God, you don’t have to do anything to build 
His Kingdom. Both of these statements are wrong. You cannot 
separate the King from His Kingdom.  

 
Question: Do you have a new heart? Is Living and Farming God’s Way your 

heart’s desire?  
 
Task:  Memorise Ezekiel 36:26--27 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Ask the Lord to give new hearts to the farmers and people 
in the countryside.     

† Pray that people will love the King and obey Him. 
 
Pray for Africa: Focus on:  Building God’s Kingdom God’s Way.  
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create: they are temporary; lustful; same-sex; violent; single-parent families; 
and so on. Look at the economies that we create: poverty-mentality; 
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Lie:  You can build God’s Kingdom without bothering about the King. 
As long as you love God, you don’t have to do anything to build 
His Kingdom. Both of these statements are wrong. You cannot 
separate the King from His Kingdom.  

 
Question: Do you have a new heart? Is Living and Farming God’s Way your 

heart’s desire?  
 
Task:  Memorise Ezekiel 36:26--27 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   
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Pray for Africa: Focus on:  Building God’s Kingdom God’s Way.  
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Day 2   
Living and Farming God’s Way… 

A life of thanksgiving! 
 
Read: Colossians 2:6-7 and Hebrews 12:28 
 
Summary: Living and Farming God’s Way is not a collection of laws and 
rules that you must follow to be saved or to earn God’s favour. Living and 
Farming God’s Way is the new lifestyle of thankful people who are 
already free through Christ.  
 
Where I’m from and where I’m going make me happy and thankful. I was a 
slave to sin and I did whatever I wanted to do. I allowed myself to be led by 
the leader of all evil. The devil prevailed in my life. I lived like the rest of the 
sinful world. Because of my sinful nature and impure lifestyle, God should 
have punished me, because He is holy and hates sin. But God didn’t do that. 
Because He loves me, He punished His Son in my place (Isaiah 53 and 
Ephesians 2:1-10).  Now the cross of Christ stands between me and my past. 
He freed me from my sins, the power of the devil, and the wrath of God. He 
placed me under His lordship. He is my Saviour. He rules as King in my life. 
He restored my relationship with God. Therefore, I now have a share in His 
Kingdom. This makes me very, very thankful! 
 
One day, God will totally free all those who were saved through Christ 
(Ephesians 1:14). He will invite them into His Everlasting Kingdom (Matthew 
25:34).  Then we will receive the gift that no one has yet seen or heard of, 
which no one has ever imagined (1 Corinthians 2:9).  There will be no more 
death, grief, sorrow, and pain (Revelations 21:4). This expectation makes me 
very thankful.  
 
But my thankfulness is so great that I no longer just want to say thank you. I 
want to show that I am thankful. I can think of no better way than to be part 
of Living and Farming God’s Way. God repaired the relationship between me 
and Him. It is out of thankfulness for this that I live and farm differently to the 
world. 
 
Without a relationship with God, Living and Farming God’s Way doesn’t 
make sense. It’s impossible (Romans 8:8). That is why you must first receive 
His reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:20-21). You must accept Christ as your 
Saviour. When you have been saved by grace through faith in Christ (Romans 
3:20-26 and Ephesians 2:8-10), He enables you to live life in a new way.  Thus, 
Living and Farming God’s Way is possible for every child of God. 
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If thanksgiving is not part of your life because you have not yet been saved 
by Christ, then you must first pay attention to the message of the Wordless 
Book. It’s a small book with six colours and no words. The six colours 
summarise the message of the Bible in a very simple way. The meaning of 
each colour is described briefly in a manual. You can order Wordless Books 
as well as manuals in different languages from AMOS AGRIMIN. While you 
read it, ask yourself: Do I know this? Do I believe this? Do I confess this? Do 
I witness about this to others? Do I expect Jesus to return? Am I ready to 
meet Him?  
 
Living and Farming God’s Way is therefore not a collection of laws and 
rules you must follow to be saved or to earn God’s grace.  Living and 
Farming God’s Way is the new lifestyle of thankful people who have 
already been saved through Christ.  
 
Lie:  You can save yourself by living according to the principles of 

Living and Farming God’s Way. This is a lie! Only Christ can 
save you. You must believe in Him.  

 
Question: Have you been saved? Are you thankful? Does the way you live 

and farm show that you are thankful? 
 
Task: Memorise Hebrews 12:28 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray for the agricultural and farming community to be 
saved.   

† Pray that the lives of those who are saved will show that 
they are very thankful to the Lord. 

 
Prayer for Africa: Focus on the agricultural community in South Africa. 
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Day 3 
Living and Farming God’s Way… 
It’s our calling and instruction. 

 
Read: Genesis 1:26-28 and 2:15, as well as Psalm 8:4-10 
 
Summary: Our instruction is to rule over Creation on God’s behalf as 
God’s representatives, made in His image. We must look after everything 
well and produce food. That’s why we strive towards Living and Farming 
God’s Way. 
 
In the beginning God gave people an important instruction. He put the Earth 
and everything on it in our care. He said that we should rule over the Earth 
and look after it on His behalf. In Genesis 2, “look after” does not mean 
“nature conservation” as we understand it today. The Fall had not happened 
yet and Creation was not subjected to mortality yet (Romans 8:20-21).  In 
Genesis 2, “look after” means to not allow Satan any influence on Earth. 
People, not Satan, must rule.  
 
But God does not just give instructions. He always makes it possible to carry 
out the instructions He gives us. In order for us to rule on His behalf, He 
made us in His image and likeness. He created us as His representatives 
and equipped us for our task with His blessing.    
 
But Adam and Eve opened the door for Satan and gave him power over 
Creation (Luke 4:6).  However, Christ came, defeated Satan, took Satan’s 
power and gave it to us as children of God (Colossians 2:14-15; Luke 9:1-2).  
Christ made it possible for us to carry out the original instruction.  
 
God doesn’t just call ministers, pastors, and missionaries. He calls all people 
to rule over the earth on His behalf.  We must develop its potential and look 
after it. When we farm, we are busy obeying God’s instruction. He has called 
us. We are in His service.   
 
God wants to give everyone their daily bread (Matthew 6:11), but He does not 
produce food Himself. He calls and uses farmers to work the land and 
produce food on His behalf. Because we are farming on God’s behalf, we 
must do everything according to His ways. People must be able to see 
something of God in the way we live and farm. They must see that He is 
Jehova Jirah: The God who provides. People must be able to taste God’s 
goodness when they eat. 
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Our instruction is to rule over Creation on God’s behalf as His 
representatives, reflecting His image. That is why we strive towards 
Living and Farming God’s Way. 
 
Lie: God only calls teachers, pastors, and missionaries to do His 

work. Only they are in full-time ministry for God. It’s not true 
that only they are in ministry for God. That’s not what the Word 
of the Lord says. 

 
Remember:   You represent God in agriculture. When you farm, you are 

busy doing His work. Live and farm therefore like He says. 
 
Task: Memorise Genesis 1:26-28 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that farmers will understand that they have been 
called by God to farm and therefore they must strive 
towards Farming God’s Way.   

† Pray that farmers will reflect the image of God always and 
everywhere.   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Lesotho. 
 
 
 

Day 4   
Living and Farming God’s Way… 

It reveals our love for God. 
 
Read: Luke 10:27 and 1 John 5:3 
 
Summary: Our instruction is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
all our soul, all our strength, and all our mind. That is why we strive 
towards Living and Farming God’s Way.  
 
We are thankful that God set us free even though we did not deserve it. That 
is why we love Him. But for God, love is not just an emotion. In 1 John 5:3 
we read: “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.” 
[ESV] Therefore, love is a verb. It’s something that must be done and lived.  
 
According to Luke 10:27, we must love God with everything we have, always 
and everywhere. We may not limit our love for Him to church. We must also 
love Him while in farming, politics, culture, teaching, and economy. It’s not 
enough to only give some of your strength to Him. You must love Him with 
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all your strength – even the strength you use to play with your children, to 
farm, and to do your work. It’s not enough to love God with the part of your 
mind you use when you read the Bible or go to church. You must love Him 
with all your mind - including when you teach your children, plan your work, 
solve problems, set up your budget, and diagnose animal sicknesses. The 
way you and I live and farm shows how much we love God. 
 
Our instruction is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, all our 
soul, all our strength, and all our mind. That is why we strive towards 
Living and Farming God’s Way.  
 
Lie: You can love God without your life showing it. That’s not true! 

Reject this idea.   
 
Remember: Your whole life must show how much you love God. Use your 

farming to show that you love Him a lot.  
 
Task: Memorise Luke 10:27 and 1 John 5:3   
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that farmers and leaders in agriculture will obey God 
in everything.   

† Pray that Christian farmers will strive towards Living and 
Farming God’s Way because they love Him. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Swaziland. 
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Day 5 
Living and Farming God’s Way…  

How to honour the Lord in all we do. 
 
Read: 1 Corinthians 10:31 and Amos 5:21-24 
 
Summary: Our instruction is to do everything we do to honour the Lord 
- 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. That is why we strive towards Living and 
Farming God’s Way, 24/7. 
 
God is interested in every day of the week, not just Sundays. He isn’t just 
interested in what we do in church. He is especially interested in what we do 
at home and on the farm. The Lord isn’t just in a person’s soul, but in the 
whole person (soul, spirit and body – 1 Thessalonians 5:23).  All of life is important 
to God. The Earth and everything in it was made by God through Christ and 
it belongs to Him (1 Corinthians 10:26; Colossians 1:15-20).  Christ’s Kingship 
cannot be limited to the church. He is King over all the Earth, over everything 
and everyone (Revelation 1:5).  The way you and I live and farm must show 
that Christ is King and that we have reverence and respect for Him.  
 
To live and farm to the glory of God means that you must do what you learnt 
in church during the week. You honour God when you look after your animals 
and trees well (Proverbs 12:10 and 27:18, 23).  You honour God when you tell 
the truth and speak to others lovingly; when you have mercy on the poor; 
when you don’t swear when you’re angry; when you exercise self-control 
during the day and don’t lose your temper; when you forgive others because 
God forgave you (Ephesians 4:25-32). You honour God when you work hard 
(2 Thessalonians 3:6-15); when you provide for your household (1 Timothy 5:8).  
You honour God when you take good care of the vehicles and tools you use. 
You honour God when you are punctual and do the right thing at the right 
time. You honour Him when you don’t drink alcohol - for the sake of your 
children and community because you know how much heartache, misery, 
and poverty it causes in many homes (Romans 14:19-20;  Proverbs 23:20-21 and 
23:29-35).   
 
Our religion means nothing if we don’t live and farm to the glory of God. Then 
God hates and despises all the feasts and special occasions like Christmas, 
Easter, Pentecost, and communion that we celebrate in church (acc. Isaiah 
1:10-17). Then it’s all a waste of time and money. Even our singing and music 
is just a noise to God that He doesn’t like at all (Amos 5:21-24). Everything that 
we do - in church, outside of church, and in agriculture - shows if we have 
reverence and awe for God.     
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Our instruction is to do everything we do to the glory of God - 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. That’s why we strive towards Living and Farming 
God’s Way, 24/7.   
   
Lie:   You can live like you want as long as you are baptised, belong 

to a church, and go to church regularly. Reject this deception! 
 
Remember: With Living and Farming God’s Way we say clearly that Jesus’ 

Kingship cannot be limited to the church.  He is also King over 
agriculture! 

 
Task: Memorise 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that farmers will honour God in everything they do.  
 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Namibia. 
 
 
 

Day 6   
Living and Farming God’s Way… 

This is how we build God’s Kingdom. 
 
Read: Matthew 6:9-13 and 6:33 
 
Summary: Building God’s Kingdom God’s Way is what we are 
instructed to do! Jesus commanded us to strive towards the Kingdom of 
God. He said that we must pray that God’s will will be done here on earth 
as in heaven. The culture and lifestyles of heaven must therefore 
become the culture and lifestyles on earth. Then His Kingdom comes. 
That is why we strive towards Living and Farming God’s Way. 
 
Many people make the mistake of thinking that they only have to 
acknowledge God as King in church. They think that the church and matters 
of faith are the only areas where He has a say. That’s not true. God’s 
Kingship stretches over the whole of creation, life, and all people. He is King 
over the rulers of Earth. To Him all power and authority has been given (Daniel 
2:20-22;  4:2-3;  4:25, 32, 34-35, 37;  Matthew 28:18-19;  Ephesians 1:21 and Revelation 
1:5).  Even those who don’t want to accept it now will one day be forced to 
bow before the King (Philippians 2:9-11).   
 
God’s Kingdom comes where people accept His Kingship and obey the will 
of the King. As more and more farmers accept God’s Kingship and obey Him, 
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His Kingdom comes in agriculture. When you do what God says in your 
relationships with others, His Kingdom comes in agriculture. When He has 
the final say over your money, His Kingdom comes in your finances. When 
you believe and do what God, the Creator of marriage, says about marriage, 
His Kingdom comes in your marriage.  
 
You and I must therefore do everything we can to make something of heaven 
visible here on Earth. Our lives and our farming must become more and more 
a picture of heaven. People who look at us must see a glimpse of heaven - 
where everything is done according to the will of the King. With Living and 
Farming God’s Way we acknowledge and confess God’s Kingship over 
agriculture.  
 
We are instructed to build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! Jesus 
commanded us to strive towards the Kingdom of God. He said we must 
pray that God’s will will be done here on Earth as in heaven. The culture 
and lifestyles of heaven must become the culture and lifestyles on 
Earth. Then His Kingdom comes. That is why we strive towards Living 
and Farming God’s Way.1 
 
Lie   Christ is only King in church and therefore only has a say in 

church. That’s a lie! Don’t believe it!   
 
Remember:  Strive towards Living and Farming God’s Way.  This is how 

you make a glimpse of heaven visible on Earth now. It’s what 
God wants.  

 
Task: Memorise Matthew 6:9,33. 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that Christ’s Kingship will be acknowledged and 
accepted by farmers. Pray that they will live and farm 
everyday in obedience to God. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Botswana. 
  

                                      
1 Also study the 30-Day Prayer Focus: The Kingdom Comes in Agriculture. 
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Summary: Building God’s Kingdom God’s Way is what we are 
instructed to do! Jesus commanded us to strive towards the Kingdom of 
God. He said that we must pray that God’s will will be done here on earth 
as in heaven. The culture and lifestyles of heaven must therefore 
become the culture and lifestyles on earth. Then His Kingdom comes. 
That is why we strive towards Living and Farming God’s Way. 
 
Many people make the mistake of thinking that they only have to 
acknowledge God as King in church. They think that the church and matters 
of faith are the only areas where He has a say. That’s not true. God’s 
Kingship stretches over the whole of creation, life, and all people. He is King 
over the rulers of Earth. To Him all power and authority has been given (Daniel 
2:20-22;  4:2-3;  4:25, 32, 34-35, 37;  Matthew 28:18-19;  Ephesians 1:21 and Revelation 
1:5).  Even those who don’t want to accept it now will one day be forced to 
bow before the King (Philippians 2:9-11).   
 
God’s Kingdom comes where people accept His Kingship and obey the will 
of the King. As more and more farmers accept God’s Kingship and obey Him, 

 
19 

His Kingdom comes in agriculture. When you do what God says in your 
relationships with others, His Kingdom comes in agriculture. When He has 
the final say over your money, His Kingdom comes in your finances. When 
you believe and do what God, the Creator of marriage, says about marriage, 
His Kingdom comes in your marriage.  
 
You and I must therefore do everything we can to make something of heaven 
visible here on Earth. Our lives and our farming must become more and more 
a picture of heaven. People who look at us must see a glimpse of heaven - 
where everything is done according to the will of the King. With Living and 
Farming God’s Way we acknowledge and confess God’s Kingship over 
agriculture.  
 
We are instructed to build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! Jesus 
commanded us to strive towards the Kingdom of God. He said we must 
pray that God’s will will be done here on Earth as in heaven. The culture 
and lifestyles of heaven must become the culture and lifestyles on 
Earth. Then His Kingdom comes. That is why we strive towards Living 
and Farming God’s Way.1 
 
Lie   Christ is only King in church and therefore only has a say in 

church. That’s a lie! Don’t believe it!   
 
Remember:  Strive towards Living and Farming God’s Way.  This is how 

you make a glimpse of heaven visible on Earth now. It’s what 
God wants.  

 
Task: Memorise Matthew 6:9,33. 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that Christ’s Kingship will be acknowledged and 
accepted by farmers. Pray that they will live and farm 
everyday in obedience to God. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Botswana. 
  

                                      
1 Also study the 30-Day Prayer Focus: The Kingdom Comes in Agriculture. 
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Day 7 
Living and Farming God’s Way… 

It means rejecting idolatry. 
 
Read: Deuteronomy 5:6--10 en Ephesians 2:1-3 
 
Summary: Living and Farming God’s Way is the only way to live and to farm 
because God forbids us to have or to obey any other gods besides Him. Idols 
are all people, spirits, or things that have a bigger influence on our lives than 
the God of the Bible. He is the only true God. 
 
Living and Farming God’s Way is a lifestyle according to the prescriptions of 
the one true God - the God who saves us and adopts us as His children. 
Living and Farming God’s Way is a rejection of all idols. Idols are things that 
are more important to us than God. All things that have a bigger influence on 
our lives and farming than God has, are idols.   
 
For example:  Where the idol of greed is (Ephesians 5:5), people will be 
dishonest, exploit others, do corrupt business, defile the ground, or never let 
the land rest - just to make more money and get more possessions.   
 
Stubbornness is also an idol (1 Samuel 15:23).  Stubbornness says: I will do 
whatever want to do. I will not let anyone teach me or tell me what to do - not 
even God. I know better. I am the boss on my farm! Living and Farming God’s 
Way is only possible if you are prepared to surrender your own will and to do 
what God says.   
 
Water spirits and ancestral spirits may not be called up and consulted. 
The Lord God forbids you to consult spirits or the dead (Exodus 20:1-6 and 
Deuteronomy 18:9-14).  It is impossible for the dead to speak with the living. 
These spirits are demons pretending to be people who have died. If you need 
advice and guidance in your farming then ask God. Look for answers in His 
Word. Ask other farmers for advice. But, if their advice contradicts God’s 
Word, do not follow it. If you consult the dead instead of the living, you are 
destroying your own future and bringing endless misery upon yourself 
(Jeremiah 8:19-22). 
 
You might put God second because you’re scared (1 Samuel 15:24;  Proverbs 
29:25 and Revelation 21:8). When this happens, your fear controls your life and 
thus takes the place of God in your life. Many people’s lives are controlled 
by their fear that someone might curse them, send disaster over them, or 
reject them.  
 
When you stay angry and become bitter towards people who harm or hurt 
you, you are giving them control over your life. They become your idol. Let 
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me explain. Write the following on a piece of paper: I hate you and I will never 
forgive you! Hold it against someone’s back and keep it there. The person 
against whose back you are holding the paper is free to come and go as 
he/she wants. But you have lost your freedom. You must now go where 
he/she goes because you don’t want to forgive and let go.  The other person 
determines where you go, what you think and choose and do.  He/she is now 
your god, because he/she controls you. When you are bitter, Living and 
Farming God’s Way is impossible because God isn’t in control of your life.   
 
If the traditions, habits, and customs of your ancestors contradict the 
Word and will of God, then you cannot keep them. If you do, then these 
traditions are more important to you than God (acc. Mark 7:8-9).  Then they are 
idols. Stop following these habits and customs. “The Word, the Will, the Way 
and the Worship of God” must always be most important to you. This must 
determine your whole life. The Lord alone is God. Nothing and no one may 
be as important or more important than He is.  
 
Living and Farming God’s Way is the only way to live and farm because 
God forbids us from having or obeying any other gods. Idols are 
people, spirits, or things that have a bigger influence on our lives than 
the God of the Bible. He is the only true God.  
 
Lie: Only images that people make and bow before are idols. It’s 

only these images that God forbids. That’s a lie! Most idols 
aren’t images but rather all kinds of things that are more 
important to people than God is. 

 
Remember:  Strive towards Living and Farming God’s Way.  If you live and 

farm in any other way then you are busy with idolatry because 
then something or someone is more important to you than 
God and His Word.    

 
Task: Memorise Deuteronomy 5:7-9a 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that all farmers will bow before the Triune God and 
worship and obey Him alone.   

† Pray against idolatry. Confess the idols in your own life, 
as well as in the lives of your family, ancestors, and 
people.  

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Zimbabwe. 
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Day 8 
Living and Farming God’s Way… 

It’s the contents of our discipleship program. 
 
Read: Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Summary: Jesus commanded us to make disciples of all nations. He said 
that we must teach them to do all that He has commanded us to do. 
That’s why you must teach farmers what Living and Farming God’s Way 
means. At the same time, you must coach them to practically live out 
Living and Farming God’s Way every day. 
 
In AMOS we define discipleship as Surrendering, Caring, and Sharing. 
Jesus and the disciples’ lives were marked by surrendering, caring, and 
sharing. They surrendered their lives to God. They obeyed God’s will in 
everything. They cared for people - for the world and each other. They cared 
for peoples’ physical and spiritual need. They also shared the good news, 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, with people. 
 
When we make disciples, we must teach them to surrender to Jesus the 
Saviour and Jesus the King. 

• We preach Jesus as Saviour to people so that they can trust Him fully 
and stop trying to save themselves. They must get to know Him 
personally. They must believe that He paid the full and final price for 
all their sins. They must also accept that He reconciled them to God 
the Father through His death and resurrection.  They must be sure that 
they are children of God and that they have everlasting life (John 1:12 
and 1 John 5:12-13).    

• But we also preach to people that He is Jesus the King and therefore 
He must be obeyed. He said: Teach them to do everything that I 
commanded you to do! Surrender means: Bow before the King and do 
what He says (Luke 6:46). 
 

To promote Living and Farming God’s Way, you and I must make disciples. 
We must then strive to give every person in Africa who is part of the rural 
and farming community the opportunity to have a personal relationship with 
Christ. Then we must equip them with knowledge and skills to do the will of 
the King. Living and Farming God’s Way is a 24/7 lifestyle. 
 
If you only teach people how to one day get to heaven then you haven’t yet 
made them disciples of Jesus. You have only carried out Jesus’ instruction 
when you teach people how to be the church of Christ every day of the week 
and not only to go to church on Sundays. You and I have only obeyed Jesus’ 
instruction when we have taught farmers to steward God’s money, land, and 
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things according to His desires. We must teach them to treat their labourers 
or employers according to the will of the King. We must teach them how to 
raise their children God’s Way and how to manage their farming God’s Way. 
To make disciples is therefore to coach (like a sports team is coached) your fellow 
farmers (employers and employees) to live and farm God’s way.  Help them to 
do what they know. Otherwise, you haven’t yet taught them anything.   
 
Jesus commanded us to make disciples of all nations. He said that we 
must teach them to do all that He commanded us to do. That’s why you 
must teach farmers what Living and Farming God’s Way means. At the 
same time, you must coach them to practically live out Living and 
Farming God’s Way every day.   
  
Lie:  As long as people accept “Living and Farming God’s Way” as 

a slogan, it’s good enough. They don’t have to really live and 
farm according to it.  That’s a lie.   

 
Remember: We must do what the King says (Luke 6:44). 
 
Task:  Memorise Matthew 28:18-20   
 
Prayer:  † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.    

† Pray that the Lord will help you to disciple the rural and 
farming community.   

†  Pray that all farmers (commercial- and subsistence farmers; 
employers and employees) will accept Jesus as Saviour and 
obey Him as King.   

† Pray that leaders in agriculture will also become disciples 
of Jesus and make disciples for Him. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Mozambique. 
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Day 9 
Living and Farming God’s Way... 

Summary 
 
Read: Acts 26:20 
 
Christians must show through their works that they have been born again 
and belong to God. For this reason I ask: 
 
Do you have a new heart?   Ezekiel 36:26-27  
Yes…… or No…… 
Yes?  Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Are you thankful that Jesus Christ saved you?  Hebrews 12:28 
 

Yes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No 
 
Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Do you believe that you were created in His image to be His representative 
on Earth and to look after it?  Genesis 1:26-28 and 2:15 
Yes…… or  No…… 
Yes?  Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Do you love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your 
strength, and all your mind?  Luke 10:27 
 

Yes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No 
 
Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Do you want to do everything for the glory of God 24 hours a day - no matter 
what you’re doing?  1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

Yes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No 
 
Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way!  
 
Is it your desire and prayer that the Kingdom of God come on Earth and in 
agriculture?  Matthew 6:9 and 33 
Yes…… or  No…… 
Yes?   Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way!  
 



 
24 

Day 9 
Living and Farming God’s Way... 

Summary 
 
Read: Acts 26:20 
 
Christians must show through their works that they have been born again 
and belong to God. For this reason I ask: 
 
Do you have a new heart?   Ezekiel 36:26-27  
Yes…… or No…… 
Yes?  Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Are you thankful that Jesus Christ saved you?  Hebrews 12:28 
 

Yes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No 
 
Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Do you believe that you were created in His image to be His representative 
on Earth and to look after it?  Genesis 1:26-28 and 2:15 
Yes…… or  No…… 
Yes?  Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Do you love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your 
strength, and all your mind?  Luke 10:27 
 

Yes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No 
 
Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way! 
 
Do you want to do everything for the glory of God 24 hours a day - no matter 
what you’re doing?  1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

Yes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No 
 
Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way!  
 
Is it your desire and prayer that the Kingdom of God come on Earth and in 
agriculture?  Matthew 6:9 and 33 
Yes…… or  No…… 
Yes?   Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way!  
 

 
25 

Do you confess that the LORD your God who saved you from sin and death 
is the only true God? Do you reject all idols and refuse to honour, to serve, 
or to obey them? Deuteronomy 5:6--10 
Yes…… or  No…… 
Yes?  Then show it by Living and Farming God’s Way!  
 
Will you obey Jesus’ instruction to go to all nations and people and make 
disciples? Do you want to teach them to do all that Jesus commanded us?  
Matthew 28:18—20 
 

Yes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No 
 
Then coach them and teach them about Living and Farming God’s Way. 
 
Task: Do revision. See how many scripture verses you can remember. 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that Christian farmers’ works will show the 
authenticity of their salvation. Pray that Living and 
Farming God’s Way will be their lifestyle.   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Zambia. 
 
Commitment: Lord, based on the above mentioned 8 reasons I commit 
to Living and Farming God’s Way. Please help me through your Holy Spirit 
to make it my lifestyle and not just to use it as a nice slogan. 
 
 
 …………………….   ……………………. 
 
   Name    Date 
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Assignment 
 
1. Explain in your own words to a friend why you have committed to Living 

and Farming God’s Way. Write it down here.  
 
.………………………………………………………………………………..…….. 
 
...………………………………………………………………………………….…. 
 
…...……………………………………………………………………….…………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………….……….... 
 
 
2. Identify someone who is religious and goes to church often but mostly 

does not live like a Christian during the week. Pray and ask the Lord to 
give you the opportunity to share your answer to number 1 with this 
person. Don’t try to convince him or her. Just share why you have 
committed to Living and Farming God’s Way. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
use your testimony to change your friend’s life. 
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PART 2 
God’s Way - Our DNA 

 
God’s Way:  The AMOS vision is:  Living and Farming God’s Way.  We 
understand Living and Farming, but what do we mean by God’s Way? We 
must understand what our vision means and how it influences our lives and 
farming. God’s Way indicates the way God does things. His way of doing 
things should become visible in one way or another in our way of doing 
things, just like children reflect the behaviour of their parents. Think about 
the saying: The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. It means that the child is 
very much like his parents. The same should be true about each Christian 
— we should be a lot like our Father (Matthew 5:48 and 1 Peter 1:16).  We are 
His children after all.     
  
DNA:  Google the definition of DNA.  DNA determines identity.  It indicates 
that we are human; that each of us is unique; and that we are someone’s 
children. We should also have a spiritual DNA that shows:  
✓ that we are children of God (John 1:12 and 1 John 3:1-2); 
✓ that we are born of God (John 1:13 and Hebrews 2:11); 
✓ and that we are God’s offspring (Acts 17:27--29).   
 
Everyone who pursues the AMOS vision must have the same DNA. It is 
especially important when we plant new GF4CF Centres (GF4GF = Good 
Foundations for Good Fruit). Everyone must have the same DNA, otherwise the 
GF4CF network will split up. When we have the same DNA, everything works 
more smoothly:   
1. Unity and cooperation is easier because we have the same values. 

The same things determine our thoughts, reasoning, and decisions.   
2. Fewer rules are necessary.  It is almost like the Holy Spirit who 

replaces the written law by guiding us personally. The guidance of the 
Holy Spirit is more dynamic, specific, and applicable in every situation. 
Like the Holy Spirit, DNA brings freedom. It provides a framework in 
which decisions can be made and opinions can be debated. No 
decision may be made that compromises our DNA.  

3. We can trust each other more easily. It is not necessary to constantly 
try to manipulate, dominate, and control each other. Because I know 
how my fellow worker/brother and sister think and reason, I am sure 
that he/she will make a responsible God’s Way decision in every 
situation. 

 



 
28 

Day 10  
What is characteristic of God’s Way? 
God’s Way is through the Holy Spirit. 

(1st characteristic - part 1) 
 
Read: Genesis 1:2;  Zechariah 4:6;  John 3:34 
 
The Word says that in the beginning the Earth was uninhabitable. The 
Hebrew word, (tohuw,) indicates that the Earth was formless and empty. But 
the Spirit of God hovered (rachaph) over the waters.  Translated literally it 
means to incubate or to give birth. (This word could indicate reproduction and could 
even be used for a man who hovers over his bride. It can therefore also be translated as 
“conceived”.)2  Through the Holy Spirit, life is given to Jesus’ words (John 
1:1-3). Psalm 90:2 confirms that we can speak of the birth of Creation: 
“Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God!” 
 
Abraham and Sarah’s circumstances were similar. Abraham’s body was as 
good as dead and Sarah was too old to bear children (Romans 4:18-19; Genesis 
12 and 17). Clearly it was through the Holy Spirit that Abraham and Sarah 
received power to conceive and give birth to Isaac (Galatians 4:29 and Hebrews 
11:11).     
 
Whenever God called a leader in the Old Testament for an important task, 
fear was the first reaction. Then God would reassure them with these words: 
I am with you! (Moses in Exodus 3:12; Joshua in Joshua 1:5,9; Gideon in Judges 
6:12,16; Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:8,19; later the disciples as well in Matthew 28:18-20). 
Through His Spirit God’s presence goes with His children to carry out His 
instruction and fulfil their calling.   
 
God equipped Moses through His Spirit to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 
When Moses asked for help, God took the Spirit that rested on Moses and 
placed it on 70 leaders (Numbers 11:17,25). 
 
In the beginning of the Old Testament we read that the Lord equipped 
Bezalel through His Spirit so that he could do all the work of a craftsman 
with skill, insight, and understanding. He could even train others as 
craftsmen (Exodus 31:1-6; 35:30 - 36:1).   
 
Through His Spirit the Lord led and strengthened the judges to overcome 
the enemy and lead God’s people (acc. Judges 13:25; 14:19; 15:14). 

                                      
2 Dutch Sheets:  Intercessory Prayer pg.130-131 
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2 Dutch Sheets:  Intercessory Prayer pg.130-131 
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When the time came for the kings, God equipped them for their task through 
His Spirit. The Holy Spirit initially worked powerfully in Saul (1 Samuel 
10:6,10; 11:6) but when he was replaced as king by David, the Holy Spirit left 
him and worked powerfully in David (1 Samuel 16:13-14). 
 
The prophets were also led and inspired by God through the Spirit. It is 
notable how Ezekiel was possessed by the power of the Lord and moved 
by the Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 1:3;  2:2;  3:12,14,24;  37:1).   
 
When Isaiah prophesied of the coming of Jesus, he said:  

“The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him - 
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  
the Spiritof counsel and of might, 
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord - …”  (Isaiah 11:2). 
            

The prophet Joel prophesied: 
“And afterward, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your old men will dream dreams, 
your young men will see visions. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” (Joel 2:28-29) 

 
Micah knew that he could only operate as a prophet through the Spirit of 
the Lord:   

“But as for me, I am filled with power, 
with the Spirit of the Lord, 
and with justice and might, 
to declare to Jacob his transgression, 
to Israel his sin.” (Micah 3:8) 

 
In Zechariah 4:6 the Lord said to Zerubbabel:   

“... ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord 
Almighty.” 
 

The prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  In Luke 1:35-37, the angel 
assured Mary: ”The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you” (literally:  the power of the Almighty will 
cover you like a shadow. This makes me think of “rachaph”, the brooding and gliding 
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of the Holy Spirit in Genesis 1:2). “So the holy one to be born will be called the 
Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her 
old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 
month. For no word from God will ever fail.”    
 
But Jesus was not only conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, He was 
equipped by the Holy Spirit for His calling and task (Matthew 1:18,20; 3:16; 
Luke 4:14,18). John testified that Jesus spoke God’s words because God gave 
Him His Spirit without any restrictions (John 3:34 - literal translation: without 
measuring the Spirit.  Read Colossians 1:19 as well).      
 
Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit was poured out on 
everyone and Peter and the other apostles began speaking as the Spirit led 
them (Acts 2:1-4,14). In this way, Jesus’ promise was fulfilled: “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
 
The message of the Old Testament is clear: When God wants to bring life; 
when He wants to do something new, when He wants to change the destiny 
of His people; when He wants to equip leaders and kings for their tasks; 
when He wants to make His will known to His people through prophets; when 
He wants to paint a picture of the future to give hope; He does it all through 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
God still wants to, can, and will do all these things for us through His Spirit.  
It’s God’s Way: Through the Spirit!  
 
Question:   Farmers and agriculture must change. Through whom will God 

bring change? How will He bring change? 
 
Task: Thank the Holy Spirit for who He is and what He does!   
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Ask the Holy Spirit to bring God’s plan for rural areas and 
agriculture into being.  

† Start praying the prayer of travail at the end of the next 
chapter now already. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Malawi. 
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Day 11 
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is through the Holy Spirit. 
(1st characteristic - part 2) 

 
Read: Romans 8:14-16 
 
When God sent His Son to the Earth as a man to reconcile everything in 
heaven and on Earth to Him (John 14:15-26 and 16:1-24), Jesus was conceived 
and equipped by the Holy Spirit. When His work on Earth was complete 
and He returned to His Father, the Holy Spirit was sent in Jesus’ place.   
 
Through the Holy Spirit we are born again (literally:  from above = from God) 
and we receive new life (John 1:12-13;  3:3-8;  6:63;  2 Corinthians 5:17-18a). 
 
Through the Holy Spirit we are sealed as God’s possession. The Holy Spirit 
that lives in us is the guarantee of what we are still to receive (2 Corinthians 
1:22;  Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30). 
 
Through the Holy Spirit we are assured that we are God’s children. He 
gives us the freedom to call God Abba Father. Romans 8:14-16 [NIV] says:  
”For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The 
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children.” 
 
The Holy Spirit teaches and reminds us of everything that Jesus said. The 
Holy Spirit guides us into all truth (John 14:26 and 16:13);   
 
Through the Holy Spirit we are continuously being transformed into the 
image of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). 
 
Jesus, equipped by the Holy Spirit, preached the truth of the Kingdom and 
demonstrated the power of it (Matthew 4:17 and 23). We also are equipped by 
the Holy Spirit of Christ to continue Jesus’ ministry in word and deed.  We 
receive the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit (Luke 9:1-2;  Acts 1:8;  1 Corinthians 12 
to 14;  Galatians 5:22-23).  By the Holy Spirit we are sent out (Acts 13:4a). 
 
By the Holy Spirit God reveals to us how indescribably wonderful His 
inheritance for us and intention with it is:  ”What no eye has seen, what no 
ears heard, and what no human mind has conceived — the things that 
God has prepared for those who love Him — these are the things God 
has revealed to us by His Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the 
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deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own 
spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what 
God has freely given us.” (1 Corinthians 2:9—12. Read Isaiah 64:4 en 52:15 too.)  
 
Through the Holy Spirit our mortal bodies will one day be given life ”And 
if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
because of His Spirit who lives in you.” (Romans 8:11) Romans 8 can be 
summarised in three words: Through the Spirit!   
 
Everything through the Holy Spirit! Therefore, through the Spirit is the 
first and most important characteristic of God’s Way. It is only through the 
Holy Spirit that Living and Farming God’s Way is possible.   
 
Question:   Do you value the Person and the work of the Holy Spirit like 

you value the Father and the Son? 
 
Task: Do not grieve the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) by still living like 

the old self (Ephesians 4:17-24). He has made you a new creation 
after all.    

 
Remember: The windmill is 100% dependent on the wind. Without the 

wind, even the best windmill is useless. In the same way, we 
are totally dependent on the work of the Holy Spirit to transform 
agriculture.   

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that Amos Agrimin will be a ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. Pray that AMOS will move and overcome in the 
slipstream of the Holy Spirit. “As soon as you hear the 
sound of marching in the tops of the poplar trees, 
move (quickly - 2 Samuel 5:24) out to battle, because that 
will mean God has gone out in front of you to strike 
the Philistine army.” (1 Chronicles 14:15) 

† “’Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers 
of living water will flow from within them.’ By this he 
meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him 
were later to receive.” (John 7:37b-39a) Pray that the 
Holy Spirit will flow from you and that through your 
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prayers, testimony, and work, He will transform life on 
the farmlands to embrace Living and Farming God’s 
Way.  

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Tanzania. 
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GOD’S WAY is through the Holy Spirit. 
OUR DNA: We are temples of the Holy Spirit.  He lives in us 
(1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19).  He came to live in us because we believe in the 
Gospel, not because we obey the law (Galatians 3:2,5,14).  We, the body of 
Christ, are all baptised by and drenched by the same Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 
12:13). It is through the Holy Spirit that God does everything He wants to 
do in us. He also qualifies us through the Holy Spirit of Christ for everything 
He wants to do through us. 
 ✓ We worship the Holy Spirit together with the Father 

and the Son as the Triune God; 
 ✓ We honour, respect, and value the beautiful work of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives; 
 ✓ Our hearts ache when we grieve the Holy Spirit 

(Ephesians 4:30). It is something we never want to do; 
 ✓ We want to be constantly changed and renewed into 

the image of Christ by the Holy Spirit and to live more 
under His control;   

 ✓ We want to have all the fruit of the Spirit; 
 ✓ We thank God that He equips us with the different gifts 

of the Spirit to continue His work.  
 ✓ More applications:  
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
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Prayer of travail for the agricultural industry 
 
Holy Spirit, I worship You together with the Father and the Son as the third 
Person in the Divine Trinity (Matthew 28:19;  2 Corinthians 13:14).  You are the 
Spirit of God and of Christ (Joel 2:28-29;  1 Corinthians 3:16 and Romans 8:9).  I 
worship you as the One who gave me a new, reborn life. Thank You for living in 
me and being the guarantee that I will receive all that God has promised. I worship 
You as the One who teaches me and instructs me in the truth of Jesus Christ. I 
worship You as the One who makes what Jesus accomplished at Golotha a reality 
in my life. I worship You as the One who changes me day by day to reflect the 
image of Christ more and more.   
 
Holy Spirit, I am in travail for the agricultural industry until Christ-likeness is formed 
in every farmer and the Kingdom of Christ is visible in agriculture. Therefore I ask, 
Spirit of God, that You come awaken new life in the agricultural community and 
that many farmers would be born again. Come move over the territory of Africa 
and give birth to God’s plan for agriculture in Africa. Come create new life and 
extraordinary fruitfulness in the land.   
 
Spirit of God, come reveal to us what God’s will is for agriculture in the 21st century. 
Come give us a vision of what God wants it to look like. Raise up leaders in 
agriculture who see Your vision and are willing and qualified by You to lead Living 
and Farming God’s Way. Come teach us step by step what God’s way really 
means. May God’s Way not be reduced to a slogan, but rather may God awaken 
in us the desire to really live and farm this way! Come and make everything new! 
 
May the land in Africa praise God greatly because the farmers look after it with 
love and use it responsibly. May the ground show its thankfulness by producing in 
abundance and may everyone who eats its harvest taste God’s goodness. May 
every nation praise you for food from Africa! 
 
Spirit of God, please give birth to the full meaning of Living and Farming God’s 
Way now. Make it a reality. 
 
Amen.  So it shall be! We believe it! 
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Day 12  
What is characteristic of God’s Way? 

It’s so radically different, it sounds like nonsense. 
(2nd characteristic - part 1) 

 
Read: Genesis 17:1-6, 17-19, and 18:11-12; Romans 4:18-21 
 
I still remember the morning in November, years ago at Verlateput, when I 
heard the Lord saying to me in my spirit, “Hennie, your problem is that you 
refuse to believe in ‘nonsense.’” By His great love He began to open up His 
Word to me and teach me step by step to believe in ‘nonsense’ This journey 
continues to this day and I am constantly being challenged to let God renew 
my thoughts on this topic. I must learn that God is who He says He is — that 
He can still do what the Bible says He did before. I must believe that He can, 
will, and wants to keep all His promises. Come take this journey with me. 
 

******* 
What do I do if I want to build a herd? I do what’s logical. I buy good, high-
quality rams and keep them with my best and most fertile ewes. But what 
does the Lord do when He wants to build a people more numerous that the 
sand of the sea? He does it radically differently. He chooses a barren woman 
and a very old man whose body was already as good as dead (Romans 
4:18-21). Sarah was barren her whole life long. What are the chances that 
she, at 90 years old and with a 100 year old husband, could bring a child into 
the world (Genesis 17:17)? Even fertile women can’t get pregnant at 90! If you 
told someone a similar story today, they would say: Ridiculous! Nonsense! 
Impossible! That was also Abraham and Sarah’s first reaction (Genesis 17:17 
and 18:12).  
 
But this story is not the exception. Throughout history, God has frequently 
done mighty things through the sons that He gave to barren women. Isaac 
was born of Sarah (Genesis 21); Joseph was born of Rachel (Genesis 30: 
22-24); Samson was born of the barren woman from Manoah (Judges 13:2-3); 
Ruth gave birth to Obed (she was childless when she married Boaz - Ruth 4:13); 
Hanna gave birth to Samuel (1 Samuel 1:2,20) and John the Baptist’s mother 
was the barren and elderly Elizabeth (Luke 1:18,36). You see, God works 
differently! After years of union with their husbands, God gave barren and 
elderly women children. But he also gave the virgin Mary a Child before any 
physical union with a husband (Luke 1:34-38). Medically speaking, these are 
seven ‘nonsense stories’. God’s Way is so radically different that it sounds 
like nonsense. It doesn’t make sense, but that’s how God works! Nothing is 
impossible for Him (Luke 1:37; also read verses 34-38). 
 
It should now be obvious to you that Living and Farming God’s Way will be 
radically different in many ways. It asks you to believe that nothing is 
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impossible for God. We must believe that signs and wonders are often the 
way that God gets things done. When He does something His way (God’s 
Way) then His power is revealed and He receives honour and praise. 
 
Question: Do you believe in the miracles that we read of in the Bible? 
 
Task: Believe in “nonsense” because nothing is impossible for God! 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Ask the Lord to help you believe that He can, wants to, and 
still does all the wonders that we read of in the Bible!  

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the agricultural community in Angola. 
 
 
 

Day 13  
What is characteristic of God’s Way? 

It’s so radically different, it sounds like nonsense. 
(2nd characteristic - part 2) 

 
Read: 1 Corinthians 1:18-32  
 
God’s Way is so radically different, it sounds like nonsense. There are many 
stories in the Bible that don’t make sense to us. Think about Gideon. He was 
the most unlikely person to save Israel from the might of the Midianites. He 
was afraid and hid himself. He was from the poorest family in all of Manasseh 
and he was the least in his family (Judges 6:14-15 — please read the whole of 
chapter 6 up to chapter 7:7). Even so, the Lord chose to use him. But that’s not 
all. Gideon didn’t stand a chance against the countless Midianites. What’s 
more, the Lord expected him to reduce his men from 32 000 to 10 000 and 
then to just 300. That’s not logical. It doesn’t make sense. But it’s God’s Way! 
This is how God reveals His might and makes sure that He alone gets all the 
honour and praise (Judges 7:2). 
 
There are many examples of God doing superhuman and supernatural 
things. Think about Jehoshaphat who won a resounding victory over the 
mighty Moabites by sending the choir into battle first (2 Chronicles 20, especially 
verse 21). God’s Way is radically different and it sounds like nonsense. Think 
about the biggest natural wonder ever in history: God listened to Joshua and 
stopped the sun and the moon in the sky for nearly a whole day so that God’s 
people could defeat their enemies in battle (Joshua 10:12-14. By the way, modern 
science has confirmed that it really happened). God’s Way is radically different. It 
sounds like nonsense. There are many other signs and wonders in the Bible 
such as in 1 Kings 1-7. None of them can be logically explained.  
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God’s Way is so radically different that it sounds like nonsense. It is 
especially true at the core of the Gospel. The story of Jesus doesn’t make 
sense to those who are enslaved to logic and so-called scientific evidence 
and concrete facts. It is nonsense. The virgin birth: Nonsense! Your common 
sense tells you that it’s impossible. The resurrection of the dead and the 
ascension: Nonsense! And between the virgin birth and the ascension lies 
the ‘nonsense-story' of the cross, of salvation from evil and reconciliation 
with God (1 Corinthians 1:18-32)! Thank the Lord that the cross is foolishness 
(nonsense) only to the world, for those who are perishing. For us, it is the 
revelation of the saving power of God (acc. Romans 1:16).   
 
What God did in the past didn’t always make sense. Therefore, everything 
that God does today won’t always make sense either. When God does 
something His way (God’s Way), His power is revealed and He receives all 
the praise and honour. We must believe that God often uses signs and 
wonders to get things done.   
  
Question: Are you ready to believe in the whole Bible? Do you accept it as 

the Word of God? Or do you accept only what makes sense to 
you?  

 
Task:  Don’t be surprised if people don’t believe in the Gospel. 

Remember, it doesn’t make sense to them. Pray that the Lord 
will remove the veil from their minds (2 Corinthians 4:3-4). 

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Pray that the Lord will supernaturally reveal Himself to the 
rural and farming community and that they will be 
receptive to the Gospel.   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the agricultural community in the DRC. 
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the Word of God? Or do you accept only what makes sense to 
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Day 14  
What is characteristic about God’s Way?  

It’s so radically different, it sounds like nonsense. 
(2nd characteristic - part 3) 

 
Read: Isaiah 55:8-11 and Luke 1:26-39 
 
God thinks and acts differently to the way people do. Therefore, we can’t 
understand God’s plans through logic and reasoning. God’s plans must be 
revealed. But there are things that stop us from hearing what God is saying. 
Firstly, we expect God to speak to us in an audible voice. That almost never 
happens. That’s why we usually miss what God is saying. We think that it’s 
not Him who is speaking. We don’t realise that God speaks in many different 
ways. He often speaks through His Word or just with the still, soft voice of 
His Spirit in our thoughts. Secondly, we don’t hear what God is saying 
because we expect that what He says must be logical. We think that if 
something doesn't make sense, it isn’t from God.  
 
It’s about God’s rhēma-word.3  When God says something that sounds 
humanly impossible, we cannot say: That’s impossible! We must be like 
Mary in Luke 1:37-39 and say: “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then, 
like Mary, we must begin to act on God’s word without fail! Nothing that God 
says is unachievable! 
 
One of my personal slogans based on Ephesians 3:20 is: Don’t think about 
what God can do for you. Think about what He can do through you. He 
can do so much more than what we pray or think. He can part the sea if you 
lift up your staff in faith and obedience and stretch your hand out over the 
sea (Exodus 14:11-16).   
 
Therefore: 

• Obey God’s instructions even if they don’t make sense to you. Just 
make sure that you hear Him correctly. Speak with fellow believers who 
understand this God’s Way-principle as well.   

• Don't be surprised if many of God’s instructions plunge you into a crisis 
of faith because they look unachievable. You must believe and obey 
even when it looks illogical and impossible.  God worked this way in 
Biblical times and He still does so today. (For instance, in Acts 9:10-13 we 
read of a crisis of faith Ananias was plunged into when God gave him an 
assignment.)   

• Expect that God will use you to do things you don’t think you can do. 
Many people in the Bible objected at first when God gave them an 

                                      
3 Rhēma refers to a specific word from God to an individual or group that is applicable within a 
certain situation. 
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instruction. For example, Moses (Exodus 3:11-17), Gideon (Judges 
6:11-40), and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10).    

• Ask God to do wonders to help you and enable you to carry out His 
assignments. Expect and believe that He will do it.  

• Expect that Living and Farming God’s Way will bring new challenges 
in your faith because God’s Way is so radically different. It often 
sounds like nonsense. Living and Farming God’s Way challenges you 
to believe in the impossible.   

• Be ready to be different and to do things differently to the world - 
different to everyone who doesn’t know the LORD believes.   

Question: Have you received a clear rhēma-word from God about a 
specific matter? Are you ready to do something dumb on the 
grounds of that word?  

 
Task:  If you don’t have a rhēma-word right now, don’t worry. Just ask 

God to give you a word that’s on His heart for you in His time. 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Pray that we too will obey ordinary instructions from God 
that don’t make sense to us. Think about the instructions 
in Luke 6:27 onwards. To love your enemies and to do 
good to those who hate you doesn’t make sense.  

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the agricultural community in the Congo. 
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Day 15  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

It’s so radically different, it sounds like nonsense. 
(2nd characteristic - part 4) 

 
Read: 2 Kings 4:42-44 and Hebrews 11:6 
 
It’s always difficult to explain to others how you know that God is speaking 
to you. It’s especially difficult when what He’s saying is so radically different 
that it sounds like nonsense. To make it easier, I would rather say: “I heard, 
and I believe that it was God who spoke with me.” If it turns out that what I 
‘heard’ wasn’t from God then it’s my own fault and not God’s.   
 
Since 2002 I have heard God saying that we will succeed with land reform 
in South Africa. Because God called me to agriculture, my reaction was: 
Lord, I am available for whatever You want to do.   
 
The Holy Spirit gradually convinced us as a family to give some of our staff 
a share in our farming operation. It didn’t make logical sense because our 
farming operation wasn’t even an economic entity according to current 
standards. So, I objected to the Lord and said: It’s impossible. On 15 January 
2006 I fasted and prayed about it and the Lord answered clearly: 2 Kings 
4:42-44! The instruction God gave us tested our faith to the extreme! At first, 
I was afraid to believe, but then I became afraid not to believe. Just like with 
Gideon, He took away everything else we could have counted on. He 
reduced our 32 000 men to 10 000 and again to 300 so that only He would 
receive all the recognition and praise for any success (Judges 7:2-7). We had 
to learn to be obedient even when it went against all logic. It was going to be 
a long road.   
 
In the beginning of 2008 the Lord began to speak to me about prophetic 
proclamations and actions. At first everything was very strange to me, but it 
gradually became clearer. Dutch Sheets’ book, Intercessory Prayer, helped 
me a lot in understanding what the Lord was doing in my life. What Janetta 
and/or I heard can be summarised like this: 
 
1. A ‘spirit of land grabbing’ has dominion. It’s been many years in the 

making. We see it in colonialism, ‘tribalism’ in Africa, apartheid in South 
Africa, Mugabe’s actions in Zimbabwe, and so on. It sounds like 
nonsense, right? 

 
2. The spirit of land grabbing can only be broken if we act in the opposite 

spirit — giving instead of grabbing. On 13 August 2008 we had to give 
and it had to be coupled with a prophetic proclamation and action. It 
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sounds like nonsense, right? What difference could giving away 20% of 
a small piece of land make? 

 
3. The proclamation means that we declared in the name of Jesus that we 

will get land reform right in South Africa. With God, it is possible because 
 

✓ all the land belongs to Him  
(Leviticus 25:23;  Psalm 24:1); 

✓ He also reconciled the land through Christ to Himself 
(Colossians 1:15-23); 

✓ He has jurisdiction over all land  
(Matthew 28:18 and Ephesians 1:15-23).   

 
4.  Janetta heard what the prophetic action had to be: Hammer a tent peg 

into the ground at Verlateput (see Judges 4 and 5). The tent peg in Judges 
4:21-24 was the decisive turning point in the war, not the end of the war. 
The thought that hammering a tent peg into the ground can influence 
land reform — wow! It really sounds like nonsense, doesn't it?   

 
5. In the presence of about 30 people, the peg was hammered into the 

ground and the shofar sounded a victory blast. 13 August 2008 would 
be the turning point in the land struggle, but not yet the end. Again, it 
sounds like nonsense, right? 

 
Well, it’s now almost 10 years later and it’s already clear (to those who believe) 
that 13 August 2008 truly was the turning point. It turns out the nonsense 
wasn’t nonsense at all. It was God’s Way that was so radically different 
that it sounded like nonsense — so radically different that only He 
could get the honour and praise for successful land reform! Praise the 
Lord!   
 
I don’t claim that the turning point should only be linked to the peg in the 
ground. That would be conceited. Thousands of people - land owners as well 
as people without land alike - have already been praying for many years for 
land reform in SA. It’s possible that other farmers and landowners have 
already done much more than we have. We just don’t know about all of them. 
It’s like the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 — millions of people had been 
praying for it for years. Then one day God told Dick Eastmen (Chairman of 
Every Home for Christ) to go to Germany, lay his hand on the wall, and say: “In 
the name of Jesus, crumble.” 4 . The prophetic action and prophetic 
declaration was necessary because God said so. But the wall also came 
down as an answer to the prayers of millions of Christians. Therefore, it is 

                                      
4 [Dutch Sheets: Intercessory Prayer. Pg. 243] 
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4 [Dutch Sheets: Intercessory Prayer. Pg. 243] 
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important for everyone who receives an instruction from God to be obedient 
and do his share of ‘nonsense’. Then, when God does what is impossible for 
people in response to our obedience, He must receive all the honour.  
  
Returning to 13 August 2008: Within a week, the contentious bill concerning 
land reform that was about to be presented in parliament was withdrawn. 
Most white farmers’ attitudes towards land reform began to change. More 
became constructively involved in the conversation and the process. The 
initial reports of illegal land grabs that were thrown out of court began to 
appear in the Landbouweekblad (a weekly farming magazine). The push to 
turn over 30% of the land by 2014 began to decrease. The government 
began to admit that many of their land reform projects had failed. Farmers 
were asked to come to the table with plans and suggestions. What an 
opportunity! What a responsibility! Many more private initiatives began to 
come to the fore. After the government take-over in Zimbabwe, the first 
farmer was welcomed back to his farm in December 2017.   
 
All this doesn’t mean that land reform shouldn’t happen. Not at all! Every 
Christian farmer must speak with God about this burning issue. Each one 
should say in obedience: “Lord, I am available for whatever You want to do 
through me, even if it sounds like nonsense.” Farmers (and all other role-
players) must become obedient regarding the land issue. They must not 
be self-confident or fearful. It will succeed! The Lord will provide the insight 
and wisdom to get it done. He alone must receive all the honour and praise.  
 
When I say that we will succeed with land reform, it doesn’t mean that 
everyone is going to get the outcome that they want. It means that, if we 
obey God, the outcome will glorify Him. It will be a God’s Way solution! 
More of heaven will be visible on Earth. His children will praise, honour, 
and thank him for what He has done through them.   
 
Question: Has the Lord already given you a task that you think is 

impossible? Be obedient. He always makes it possible for His 
children to carry out His instructions. 

Remember:  Living and Farming God’s Way is only possible for those who 
believe.  And without faith it is impossible to please God… 
(Hebrews 11:6).  

Prayer:  † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   
†  Pray that Christians will learn to hear the voice of the Lord 

again.   
† Pray that Christians will obey God’s instructions even if 

they don’t make sense or if they feel incompetent.  
† Dwell before the Throne in the interest of a Godly solution 

to the land question in South Africa and Africa.    
 

Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Rwanda. 
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GOD’S WAY is so radically different, it sounds like nonsense. 
Our DNA: We are different.  We are born of God! Born from above! 
Reborn! Nicodemus didn’t understand this. It sounded impossible to him 
(John 1:13; 3:1-12). Because we are born of God from above through the Holy 
Spirit, we are strangers to this world here on Earth (1 Peter 1:1). We are 
citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20) who are already seated with Christ in 
heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6). We have a different perspective of things and 
in the eyes of the world we do strange, incomprehensible things (acc. Proverbs 
29:7): 
 ✓ We believe the logic of the inexplicable;   
 ✓ We expect the humanly impossible;  
 ✓ We obey God’s seemingly impossible instructions; 
 ✓ We focus on what God can do through us rather than what 

God can do for us (acc. Ephesians 3:20). Therefore, we 
constantly make ourselves available to God so that He 
can do the humanly impossible through us. 

 ✓ Our goal is to make the Kingdom of Heaven permanently 
visible on Earth and to establish it here forever (Matthew 
6:10). 

 ✓ More applications:   
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
 
 ........................................................................................ 
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Day 16 
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God works through people. 
(3rd characteristic - part 1) 

 
Read: Genesis 1:26-28 
 
The different characteristics of God’s Way are interwoven or fit together 
closely, especially the second and third characteristics (God works through 
people and God answers His children’s prayers. However, I address them 
separately. 
 
People often say: God is in control so what must happen will happen. It 
sounds so pious and correct! But is it proof of faith? Or is it avoiding 
responsibility?   
 
It leaves us with the following questions: Is it that God needs us to pray or 
that He just wants us to pray? Does God need our help to do things or 
does He wants to use us as part what He’s doing? Many people reason 
that an all-powerful God doesn’t need anything — not even us or our prayers. 
In a certain sense, it’s true because God is God. We are dependent on Him 
and not the other way around. But how do we understand God’s almighty 
power? For me, it means that God can do anything He wants to do. God 
cannot do what He doesn’t want to do. He doesn’t want to sin, therefore 
He cannot sin (1 John 1:5). The real question is therefore not about whether 
God can still do things without our prayers. The question is about whether 
God wants to do things without our prayers. If God still does everything He 
wants without us and without our prayers, why do we pray? Aren’t we wasting 
time then? Definitely not! God chose out of His own free will to make His 
cause, His will, and His desires in the world dependent on our prayers. John 
Wesley, a famous man of God, said: “God does nothing on Earth save in 
answer to believing prayer.”   
 
God totally entrusted all of Creation to Adam (representing all humankind), 
making him responsible for it. It’s clear from the position God placed Adam 
in. It’s also clear from the task and responsibility that God gave him. 
Humankind’s instruction was to steward Creation on God’s behalf as His 
representatives. God placed people between Himself and Creation. The 
future of Creation was placed in human hands. The Earth was the 
responsibility of people. God made us in His image to be able to carry out 
His instruction. 
 
God chose out of His own free will to make His cause and the way in which 
His will is done on Earth dependent on people. The following confirms this 
truth: 
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1. God so totally entrusted the Earth to Adam that he could do with it 

whatever he wanted. When Satan tempted Jesus, according to Luke 
4:5-7, he showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and said: ”I will 
give you all their authority and splendour; it has been given to me, 
and I can give it to anyone I want to. If you worship me, it will all be 
yours.” Jesus didn’t deny Satan’s claim. He knew that Adam gave over 
to Satan what God entrusted to him.  

 
2. God entrusted the Earth to Adam. The future of the Earth and all its 

inhabitants was placed in the hands of Adam and his descendants. This 
decision was so final and comprehensive that God Himself had to 
become human to fix what Adam broke. In Christ, God had to 
become human (the last Adam - 1 Corinthians 15:45). It was only as a 
man that God could change the destiny of the Creation that He entrusted 
to humankind (Romans 5:12-19). 

 
3. This explains why God doesn’t use angels to preach the Gospel.  He 

gave this responsibility to people as well (Matthew 28:18-20). No matter 
how much God wants to save people, He doesn’t send workers to bring 
in the harvest without His children asking Him to do so in prayer (Matthew 
9:35-38). Think about Paul: God chose him as His instrument to take His 
name to the Gentiles, their kings, and Israel (Acts 9:15). But even Paul 
and Barnabas were only sent as an answer to the church’s prayers (Acts 
13:2-3).   

 
4. The Bible says that those who have been saved will reign over the 

Earth with the One (Jesus) who saved them (2 Timothy 2:12). In 
Christ our rule isn’t ended, it’s extended forever! In Christ we still carry 
out His instruction. Yes, in Him and through Him God has freed us from 
evil and empowered us to return to obedience and our original calling 
— to rule over the Earth and look after it on His behalf as His 
representatives.  

 
Because God chose out of His own free will to carry out His will on Earth 
through people, He works through His children and needs their prayers of 
faith. They are His Body on Earth. Therefore, not praying because of the 
thought: what must happen, will happen because God is almighty, is nothing 
other than apathy, false piety, and blatant disobedience. 
 
Living and Farming God’s Way is God’s will and desire, but it doesn’t 
happen on its own. It’s our responsibility to constantly pray for it and 
to do what God commands us. It depends on you and me whether or 
not Living and Farming God’s Way will become a reality in Africa. It 
depends on our prayers and our obedience. 
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Question: Do you believe that God chose out of His own free will to do 
nothing on Earth except through people? If you do believe it, 
how will it change your life? 

 
Task: Make yourself available to God. He works through people. 

What do you think He wants to do through you?   
 
Prayer: †  Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Thank the Lord that He wants to work through you too.   
†  Pray that Christians in agriculture and farming 

communities will realise that Living and Farming God’s 
Way depends on them. God wants to do it through them. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Burundi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In chapter two of his book, Intercessory Prayer, Dutch Sheets discusses this 
very important question:  Does God need me to pray or does He just want 
me to pray? 
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Day 17  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God works through people. 
(3rd characteristic - part 2) 

 
Read: 1 Kings 18:1 en 18:41-46, and James 5:17-18 
 
1 Kings 18:1 makes it clear that it was God who would make it rain again in 
the land. It would be in His time and at His will. He took the initiative to tell 
Elijah what He wanted to do. Why was it necessary for Elijah to pray seven 
times before God sent the rain? Because God works through people! What 
God wants and desires, He only does when normal people like you and I 
pray in faith. Another example is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1-2). 
Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come. It was God’s will and desire 
to give the Holy Spirit to His disciples (John 14:15-17, 26; 16:5-15) but they still 
had to pray for 10 days before it happened! In Isaiah 62:6-7 the Lord 
commands us to remind Him day and night of His promises. God’s promises 
are fulfilled in answer to our prayers.     
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people in one way or another. Put differently: God uses people to do what 
is humanly impossible.   
 
God wants to bring heaven to Earth (Matthew 6:10). What does He want to do 
through you? Are you available to lead people? To contribute towards land 
reform? To empower the next generation of farmers? What about financing 
some kind of project or ministry or nature conservation? Or perhaps even 
being a father to the fatherless? Are you available for agricultural research 
or a big technological breakthrough? God wants to reveal new things, but 
who will do the research in prayerful dependence on Him? God wants to 
equip craftsmen with His Spirit to be creative and to build new tools and 
instruments (Exodus 35:30 to 36:1). He wants people to get to know Him as the 
God who provides. Therefore, He is looking for farmers to produce enough 
healthy and nutritious food so that people can taste His goodness. God 
wants to use people like you and me. He wants to equip rural believers 
through the five-fold ministry for their ministry (Ephesians 4:7-16). Who is 
available for “marketplace ministry” - to preach the Word in the workplace? 
Who is available to facilitate programs promoting good values at schools or 
after-hours? Our farm children who go to school in town must also be 
ministered to. Everything that God wants to do to bring heaven to Earth, 
He will do through people in answer to their prayers. Heaven on Earth 
is the result of prayers of faith and total obedience. 
 
Question: Are you available to carry out God’s plans? Do you speak with 

Him regularly about what He wants to do through you? 
 
Remember: In the Bible we read what God’s will is. We ‘see’ God’s will in 

heaven. What you see around you in agriculture is not 
necessarily God’s will. Here on Earth you and I must let His will 
be done by constantly asking in prayer what it is and obediently 
doing what He says.   

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Pray that all farmers will realise that they are in the full-
time service of God and therefore must be constantly 
available to Him.   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Uganda. 
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GOD’S WAY is through people. 
Our DNA: We are available.  Available for God’s plan and God’s 
work. We know that God’s work is more than church work. He wants to 
establish the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth and we are his coworkers. 
Therefore, we are available to: 
                        ✓ Pray that His will be done on Earth as in heaven; 
                        ✓ Be the answer to our own prayers and establish the 

Kingdom in every area of society (as well as in 
agriculture) and to do His will 24/7; 

                        ✓ Move beyond our comfort zones together with our 
King. We enjoy the excitement of doing new things or 
doing things in a new way.  

                         More applications: 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
 
                          .................................................................................. 
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                          .................................................................................. 
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Day 18 
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God answers prayer. 
(4th characteristic) 

 
Read: Joshua 10:12-14 en 1 John 5:14-15 
  
The fourth characteristic of how God does things is: He answers the 
prayers of His children. This links with the third characteristic. John 
Wesley, a famous man of God, said: "God does nothing on Earth save in 
answer to believing prayer.”    
 
It’s one of the unique characteristics of our God. He invites His children to 
speak with Him. More than that, He was ready to pay the ultimate price to 
tear the veil and give us direct access to His throne (Matthew 27:50-51 and 
Hebrews 10:19-22). Read Day 1-5 and Day 10 again in Dwell Before the Throne 
(40 day Prayer Focus on Agriculture in 2017).   
 
Someone once said to an old Christian man: “It happened by coincidence! It 
had nothing to do with your prayer.” The old man replied, smiling: “That may 
be, but I know that the more I pray, the more things happen ‘by coincidence’”. 
Prayer doesn’t make sense to unbelievers — to them it’s nonsense. But we 
know that it makes a huge difference. God commands us to pray and He 
doesn’t give senseless commands. Therefore, we pray boldly because God 
hears us when we pray according to His will (1 John 5:14-15) and ask for things 
that help bring the Kingdom of Heaven to Earth (Matthew 6:9).   
 
Prayer is God’s gift to His children. It is the channel through which He wants 
to let His unlimited help and blessing flow to His children. Prayer has been 
given to us by God so that we can ask Him for anything. The aim of prayer 
is to get what we ask for. God says we must ask so that He can give. So 
that He can bless us. 
 
The Bible teaches that God works through people. He answers the prayers 
of His children. In 2 Corinthians 1:8b-11, Paul writes: ”We were under great 
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life 
itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this 
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the 
dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us 
again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as 
you help us by your prayers.  Then many will give thanks on our behalf 
for the gracious favour granted us in answer to the prayers of many.” 
It's clear: God saved Paul in answer to the prayers of believers. 
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The key to Godly transformation in agriculture is prayer. It is the key to 
the solution for every agricultural issue. You and I must dwell before 
the throne. God will not repair, change, or renew unless we ask Him to 
in prayer. What will happen in the next decade or three in agriculture 
depends on our prayers. 
 
Question: Do you persevere in prayer like God commands us to in 

Romans 12:12? What does the prayer life of someone who 
persists in prayer look like?   

 
Remember: Dwell before the throne! It is the key to heaven-on-earth 

farming.     
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Pray for a prayer revival in the farming community. This is 
definitely in the will of God.   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Kenya. 
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GOD’S WAY is to answer prayers. 
Our DNA: We are intercessors. We should not only pray for our 
work. Prayer is part of our work. We don’t just talk about prayer, we dwell 
before the throne. That’s why quiet time, prayer events, regular times of 
prayer and fasting, and the 40 day Prayer Focus on Agriculture are so 
important to us. Andrew Murray said: “The man who mobilises the Christian 
church to pray will make the greatest contribution to world evangelisation in 
history.” If we make it applicable to ourselves, we could say: “Whoever 
succeeds in teaching and mobilising the farming community to dwell before 
the throne will make the greatest contribution to changing agriculture to 
Living and Farming God’s Way.” Therefore: 
                         we pray constantly — we  dwell before the throne; 
                         we fast regularly; 
                         we teach others to pray and fast;   
                         we remind God of His promises (Isaiah 62:67). 
                         More applications: 
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Day 19  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

Unity and cooperation. 
(5th characteristic - part 1) 

 
Read: Ephesians 1:1-14  
 
There is absolute unity and cooperation among the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. They created everything together (Genesis 1:2 and John 1:1-2) They 
decided together to create humans (Genesis 1:26). When you read the Gospel 
of John, the unity and cooperation between the Father and the Son is very 
notable (John 1:18; 5:23, 30; 10:30, 38; 14: 9-11, 26-31; 15:10; 16:15-24; 17:21-23). 
Many passages of scripture speak about the unity and cooperation between 
the Father and the Holy Spirit (John 14:26 and Romans 8:15). The Son and 
the Holy Spirit also work together closely (John 14:26 and Romans 8:9). The 
Father equips the Son with the Holy Spirit in order to carry out His instruction 
(Matthew 3:16-17). Our salvation is the result of the cooperation among the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:1-14).   
 
Unity and cooperation are characteristic of who God is and how He 
does things. God’s Way is unity and cooperation!     
 
Because we bear His image and are His representatives, unity and 
cooperation must be characteristics of our lives too. Hostility, hatred, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, division, separation, strife, and discord don’t fit with 
people who commit to Living and Farming God’s Way. These are habits of 
our old, sinful nature. We must cut them out of our lives (Galatians 5:19-21).   
 
Question: Is there unity and cooperation in your community and/or on 

your farm? What about in the marriages and families? Is there 
unity and cooperation among churches and between 
employers and employees? Is there unity and cooperation 
between leaders and the community? 

 
Remember: God’s Way is unity and cooperation!     
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray for unity and cooperation in the farming community 
— especially between people who claim to be Christians.   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Somalia. 
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Day 20  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

Unity and cooperation. 
(5th characteristic - part 2) 

 
Read: Ephesians 2:13-16 and John 17:21-23 
 
We already know that there is absolute unity and cooperation among the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Unity and cooperation is God’s Way. The unity 
extends even wider because Jesus brought reconciliation:   
 
God made us one with Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21 and Ephesians 2:13).   
Then He commanded us to be one with Him and remain in Him (John 15:4-10 
and Colossians 2:6-7).   
 
God made all his children one by joining them together in one Body — the 
Church of Christ (Ephesians 2:14-16).   
Then He commanded His children to be one, even though they spoke 
different languages and belonged to different tribes, people, and nations 
(Ephesians 2:13-19).   
 
God always makes it possible for us to carry out His instructions.  
That’s why He first makes us one, and then commands us to be one. He tells 
us that we must become more of what we already are — one! Put differently: 
We can be one because He has already made us one (Ephesians 4:3)! 
 
Restored relationships, reconciliation, unity, and cooperation are all 
important characteristics of Living and Farming God’s Way. You and I cannot 
choose whether we want to do it or not — it’s an instruction from God and 
we must therefore strive towards it. But where do we begin? At the cross. 
 
The cross of Christ has two beams; an upright beam and a horizontal beam. 
The upright beam reminds us that Jesus reconciled people to God. The 
horizontal beam says that Jesus reconciled people with each other. The 
upright beam carries the horizontal beam. Real reconciliation between 
people is the fruit of reconciliation between God and people. That’s why we 
must do everything we can to win people for Christ. Like Paul, we must plead 
with people: ”We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making His appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: 
Be reconciled to God. God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”  (2 Corinthians 
5:20-21).   
 
Strive for the restoration of the farming community’s relationship with God. 
Do everything you can to win them for Christ (acc. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23). Teach 
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those who have been won for Christ to strive for unity and cooperation (John 
17:21-23). In the next part we will learn how to do this.   
 
Question:  What are you doing to win farmers (employers and employees 

and their families) for Christ?   
 
Remember:  To win people for Christ is part of Living and Farming God’s 

Way. How can people live and farm God’s Way if they don’t 
know Him and love Him? They first need a new heart.  (Read 
Day 1 again.) 

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray for the salvation of farmers and leaders in 
agriculture.   

† Pray that all Christians in the farming community will 
spontaneously testify about Christ and win people for Him. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Ethiopia. 
 
 
 

Day 21  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

Unity and Cooperation. 
(5th characteristic - part 3) 

 
Read: John 16:13-15 
 
The Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — is the perfect example of 
unity and cooperation. God shows us the results of unity and cooperation. It 
is these things that we should strive for in agriculture:   
 
1. Good communication:  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are in 

constant conversation.  Jesus spent hours and even nights in prayer to 
the Father (Luke 5:16).  They always speak the same message (John 3:34;  
12:49;  16:13-15).   
* Therefore, pay much attention to positive communication. Unity and 

cooperation is always easier when people are informed and know 
what is going on.  
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2. Joint decisions:  The Triune God decided together to create people 
(Genesis 1:26).  Jesus didn’t decide on His own who His 12 disciples 
should be.  He prayed through the night and consulted His Father first 
(Luke 6:12-13). There are many more examples.   
 Therefore, it is important to involve people when decisions are 

being made. People who make decisions together are more 
motivated to work together and to carry out the decisions. The most 
creative ideas and the best solutions often come from people who 
work at grass roots level. 

 
3. The same goal:  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit had the same goal in 

mind: The salvation of the entire Creation and humanity.   
 A shared vision in which everyone understands his role and 

contribution is important for unity and teamwork. It allows people 
to feel part of the team and motivates them to give their best. 

 
4.  Honour each other:  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit honour each 

other: They give each other recognition (John 17:4-5).   
 It is important to give recognition to each other. People flourish on 

positive acknowledgment. “Catching your people doing things 
right” is a very good approach. Do not criticise. Say thank you and 
regularly appreciate each person’s contribution, no matter how 
small, verbally. Honour and compliment each other. 

  
5.  Love is more than words:  Jesus showed through His obedience that 

He loved the Father (John 14:31; 1 John 3:16-18).  
 Don’t just say that you love someone. Imitate Jesus: show your love 

by caring about the needs and interests of others. Listen to their 
dreams, ideals and wishes, and where possible, help them to 
achieve them (Philippians 2:2-5).   
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Question:  How are you doing regarding the 5 points mentioned above? 
What else are you doing to build good relationships? 

 
Remember: Unity and cooperation is definitely an important aspect of 

Living and Farming God’s Way. Good relationships must 
always be important to you. 

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.  

†  Confess poor communication.   
†  Confess your tendency to make decisions for others 

without asking their input.   
† Confess all selfish dreams and ideals.   
† Confess where you have been poor at verbally 

communicating thanks and appreciation.   
†  Confess where love is only communicated in words and 

not actions.   
† Ask the Father to help the rural and farming community 

with the 5 points mentioned above. 
 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Sudan and 

South -Sudan. 
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GOD’S WAY is unity and cooperation. 
Our DNA: We are one team, one family.  We work together.  
Stubbornness, wilfulness, I-do-my-own-thing, disunity, division, envy, 
suspicion, gossip, and racism cannot be condoned or justified. It’s not who 
we are. Because God made us one and it’s Jesus’ desire that we will be one 
so that the world will believe (John 17:21-24), we have no choice. We want 
to and will be one.   
                         We are ready to die to ourselves and hold others in 

higher esteem than ourselves; 
                         Pride leads to strife (Proverbs 13:10) and undermines 

unity and cooperation. Therefore, we choose to serve 
one another in humility. 

                         We are constantly looking for more ways to make our 
unity visible to the world so that they will believe.   

                         We are a multiracial ministry and always will be (acc. 
Paul’s explanation in Ephesians 2:11-22).    

                         The commitment to unity and cooperation among our 
different GF4GF-Centres (Good Foundations for Good 
Fruit) is non-negotiable. We are one. We want to be 
one and we will work together to carry out the together-
instructions in the Bible.  

                         More applications: 
 
       ................................................................................... 
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       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
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Day 22  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is to be generous. 
(6th characteristic - part 1) 

 
Read:  2 Peter 1:2-4 
 
The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.  This idiom is used to say that a child 
is a lot like his father or mother. This expression should be true about every 
Christian! We must be like our Father — like our God! We are called to reflect 
His image and to represent Him on Earth. If we think and live God’s Way, 
people will see something of God in us. This means that you and I must live 
generously because our God is a generous God. Everything that God has, 
He shares with people. He gives to us in abundance.   
 
According to Genesis 1, God shares His image, breath, creative ability, and 
dominion over the Earth with humanity. We see in the Old Testament that 
God was never stingy. From Him comes all that is good and beautiful. He 
gives His counsel and knowledge to people (Isaiah 28:26,29) and He shares 
His justice with judges (2 Chronicles 19:7).   
 
We read in the New Testament that God gave up His only Son for us (John 
3:16) and sent His Spirit to live in us (Acts 2:4 and Romans 8:9). Thus, we see 
how He gave Himself to us.   
 
Christ gave Himself up for us when He died on the cross with open hands. 
From those hands a stream of gifts and blessings flow towards us — too 
many to mention! He gifts us His righteousness, holiness, and redemption 
(1 Corinthians 1:30). He gives us the salvation that He won, and shares His 
victory with us. Now we are more than conquerors through Him who lives in 
us (Romans 8:37). He gives us the full variety of gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 
12:4-11, 27-28; Romans 12:4-8). He gives us the power to heal sickness and 
drive out demons (Matthew 10:8; Luke 10:1-3,17; Mark 16:16-18). He shares His 
freedom, happiness, love, and wisdom with us. (John 14:27, 15:11; Romans 5:5; 
1 Corinthians 1:30; James 1:5). He shares His name with us. We are called 
Christians (Acts 11:26) and we can ask anything of the Father in Jesus' name 
(John 14:13-14). He tears the veil and gives us free access to the Holy of 
Holies — the throne of God (Hebrews 10:19). He shares His inheritance with 
us as we become co-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). He shares His right to 
forgive sins (John 20:23) and He shares His glory (Romans 8:29-30). He even 
shares His home with us. He went away to make ready a place for us so 
that we can be where He is (John 14:3). When He returns, He will share His 
right to judge the world and the angels with us (1 Corinthians 6:2-3).   
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Do we need more evidence to convince us that God is generous? Definitely 
not! Let us say as Peter said: “His divine power has given us everything we 
need for a godly life through our knowledge of Him who called us by His 
own glory and goodness…” (2 Peter 1:3-4).   
 
God makes it possible for us to carry out His instructions. He has already 
given us everything that we need for Living and Farming God’s Way. We can 
live out our calling.   
 
Because God is generous, you and I can live and farm generously!   
 
Task: Think about everything that the Lord has given you. Count your 

blessings — count them one by one! Praise the Lord! 
 
Remember:  If you’re a Christian, you’re very rich, even if you don’t have a 

cent.  
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Worship God. He is generous.   
† Thank the Lord for everything that He has already given 

you and what He has promised to give you.  
 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in the Central African 

Republic. 
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Day 23  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is to be generous. 
(6th characteristic - part 2) 

 
Read:  Romans 12:1-2 and Luke 1:38 
  
You and I must live generously because the LORD our God is generous. 
God’s Way is generous and God’s Way is our calling! What does that mean?  
 
God gave Himself to us in Christ. Therefore, we must first offer ourselves as 
living sacrifices to God (Romans 12:1-2). This links in with a previous God’s 
Way characteristic: God works through people. It means that we must be 
totally available to Him so that He can use us for His plan. When the angel 
told Mary that God wanted to use her to give birth to the Saviour, she said: 
“I am the Lord’s servant.” We should respond similarly to each instruction 
from the Lord, even if we feel, like Mary, that it’s impossible. With God, 
anything is possible.   
 
The churches in Macedonia are a beautiful example. They were very poor 
and oppressed. Even so, they insisted on contributing to meet the needs of 
others. They even gave more than they could actually afford. How did they 
get that right? They first gave themselves to God (2 Corinthians 8:1-5)! 
Afterwards, it was easy to give themselves to others and be generous.    
 
Question: God gave Himself to you. Have you given yourself to Him?  
 
Task: Make yourself unconditionally available to God. Tell Him that 

you are available for anything that He might want to do in your 
community or in agriculture. Ask Him what He wants to do 
through you. 

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that Christians in the farming community will give 
themselves to God and be available for His plans for 
agriculture: Living and Farming God’s Way.   

† Pray for people who are religious but haven’t yet given 
themselves to God. Pray that they will be born again 
through the Holy Spirit. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Gabon. 
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Day 24 
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is to be generous. 
(6th characteristic - part 3) 

 
Read:  1 John 3:16-18 
 
If you are living and farming just to become wealthier then you are not Living 
and Farming God’s Way. Living and Farming God’s Way is about generosity!   
 
All Christians must give themselves to others and be prepared to share their 
possessions with others (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32). Everyone must reflect the image 
of our generous God.  Everyone must demonstrate that He is indeed 
generous. Therefore we must be obedient to the repeated instructions in the 
Bible to be generous, no matter how much we own (Luke 3:11 and 1 Timothy 
6:17-19). This instruction is not just given to rich Christians but to all Christians 
(Hebrews 13:16). You are born of a generous God and that should be your 
motivation — not the abundance of what you have — to live and farm 
generously. How do you do this? 
 
Firstly, you must work hard so that you have something to give (Ephesians 
4:28). Secondly, you must not try to make money from everything. The 
prophet Amos judges the attitude of constantly trying to make money from 
everything — even the chaff (please read Amos 8:4-6)! The Lord commands us 
to leave something over for the poor (Leviticus 19:9-10 and Deuteronomy 
24:19-22). This means that we must give generously to the poor. We need to 
care! 
 
Someone once asked a friend of mine if he wanted to buy some cows. The 
asking price was so good that he couldn’t refuse, but he didn’t really 
needmore cattle. After praying about it, he decided to rather help his workers 
buy the cows. He had already helped them to buy land and they needed the 
livestock and the money much more than he did.  
 
You don’t have to feel burdened and depressed because the Lord expects 
you to live and farm generously (Deuteronomy 15:1-18). He promises His 
provision and help to everyone who gives freely and shows compassion to 
others. He gives it all back to them and promises a bright future (Psalm 112; 
Proverbs 11:24-25; 14:31; 19:17; Isaiah 58:6-11; Luke 3:11; 6:38; 1 Timothy 6:17-18; 
Hebrews 13:16). You can also begin praying the following at meal times: 
Father, we think of those who are less privileged and in need. May we be the 
hands by which You provide for them as we trust You to provide for us. Then 
do what you have prayed.   
 
 
Task:  Memorise Acts 20:35. 
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Remember: Living and Farming God’s Way requires that you live  

 and farm generously. It stands in the face of   
  selfishness and greed.  

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that the Lord will free His children, including you, 
from selfishness and greed. It makes Living and Farming 
God’s Way impossible.   

† Pray that the fear of lack will never stop you from giving 
generously. Our Father promises to provide for those who 
are generous to others.  

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Equatorial Guinea. 
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GOD’S WAY is to be generous. 
Our DNA: We share with our communities.  Our hands and our 
wallets can never be closed. It makes us happier to give than to receive. We 
share who we are and what we have with others and with each other. It’s not 
just about material things, but material things are important too. That’s why 
we pay our GoodYear students at our GF4GF Centres and started bursaries 
to help them study.   
                         We share the good news, the Gospel, with everyone; 
                         We see ourselves as a channel through which God 

can bless the world. We want to be a blessing; 
                         We gladly share knowledge, skills, and experience 

with each other and our communities; 
                         We help each other financially with cheerful hearts; 
                         We bless and support other ministries; 
                         We try not to make money from everything and offer 

many services without any compensation. 
                         More applications: 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
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Day 25  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is to serve. 
(7th characteristic - part 1) 

 
Read:  Mark 10:45 and Philippians 2:5-8 
 
True leaders don’t try to be heroes. Their passion is to make heroes of 
others. If they succeed in that, they become heroes themselves. Think about 
the coach of a national soccer team. If he coaches this way and the team 
wins the World Cup, he makes the team heroes, and thereby also makes a 
hero of himself. But he cannot become a hero if he doesn’t first make heroes 
of others. This is a timeless truth. Ask yourself: How successful am I if I’m a 
good farmer but I don’t succeed in empowering others to be good or even 
better farmers than I am?  
 
Boet Pretorius, a farmer from Zimbabwe who lost his land in 2001, once 
asked a subsistence farmer in Zambia what his dream was. The ambitious 
young man answered: “I want to be the best farmer in Zambia.” And then he 
asked Boet: "Sir, do you still have any dreams after what happened to you?” 
Boet answered: “Yes, I do. My dream is to make you the best farmer in 
Zambia.”     
  
This is exactly what the Word teaches us about Christ! He didn’t think about 
His own desires. He focussed on us rather than Himself. He didn’t come to 
be served but rather to serve and give Himself (Mark 10:45). 
 
Jesus came to serve us to permanently change our eternal destiny! We were 
destined for the punishment of God — eternal death (Ephesians 2:3b). We 
were separated from God, without hope or a future, but now we are saved. 
We are on our way to Him. We will share in His eternal glory. According to 
Philippians 2:5-8, in order to change our eternal destiny, Jesus was prepared 
to: 

• Surrender His equal status with God; 
• Give up all His rights privileges; 
• Become human — not the richest or most important, but a slave 

without rights or esteem;  
• Be obedient to God unto death for our sake. He became a curse by 

dying on the cross (Galatians 3:13).   
 
By coming to serve us, Jesus demonstrated God’s Way to us. His example 
makes it clear that there is no place for selfishness, bossiness, or pride in 
Living and Farming God’s Way. It requires you to stop focussing on yourself 
and to serve others. Regularly ask yourself questions like: How can I create 
more jobs? How can I put the desires of my employees (or employer) above 
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my own? How can I help my child or an up-and-coming farmer to become 
better farmers than me? What contributions can I make to solve the big 
issues in agriculture in South Africa and Africa (even if it asks a lot of me)?  
 
Question: Are you prepared to demonstrate God’s Way to others like 

Jesus demonstrated it to us? He came to serve us and gave 
Himself to us!   

 
Task: Think about the questions in the last paragraph. Talk to God 

about them. Keep on talking to Him until you know what His 
will is.   

 
Prayer:  † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that God’s Way will be demonstrated in rural and 
farming communities. Pray that believers will serve others 
with the love of Jesus. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Cameroon. 
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Day 26  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is to serve. 
(7th characteristic - part 2) 

 
Read:  Mark 10:45 
 
Jesus didn’t just come to be served but to serve and give His life as a ransom 
for many. The real challenge to us in His demonstration of God’s Way is the 
following: 
 
1. God challenges us to give up everything that hinders us from serving 

others. He challenges us to follow Jesus’ example (John 13:12-17; 
Philippians 2:3-8). We must give up our status and position (our attitude of 
superiority). We must give up many rights and privileges that we’ve 
enjoyed until now. Remember what Jesus gave up (Philippians 2:5-8). 

 
 
2. In order to serve like Jesus, you must be prepared to fully identify 

yourself with the people that you serve (Hebrews 2:11-18). God placed you 
in Africa to serve Africa. Have you fully identified yourself with Africa? Is 
Africa’s pain your pain and its need your need? Do you laugh and cry 
with Africa? If you are considering immigrating for your own sake, you 
should be sure that it’s what the Lord wants you to do. If it’s His will, you 
must obey. But if you turn your back on Africa against His will, it could 
mean your downfall. Read Jeremiah 41:17 to 43:3. 

 
 
3. In order to serve you must be prepared to pay the price. You cannot 

say: This far and no further! There is no turning back. Jesus is 
challenging you to serve at any cost, even at the cost of your life, like 
He did (John 13:1 and 1 John 3:16). You cannot serve others until you get 
your hands and knees dirty. If your courage fails you, remember that 
God will reward you for “services rendered” (Philippians 2:9-11 and Hebrews 
12:1-3). Carry on serving, even if no one appreciates it or thanks you.   

 
 
4.  Stay focussed on the goal of why we serve. Our goal isn’t to 

temporarily change people’s circumstances and make them dependent 
on us. Christ changed our destiny permanently. You and I are called as 
coworkers with Christ to permanently change our rural and farming 
communities. We are called to change the course and direction of 
agriculture in Africa forever — away from conflict over land; away from 
a total collapse of agriculture; away from famine; away from the 
destruction of natural resources; away from farming communities being 
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wiped out by HIV/AIDS; away from fear, consulting the dead, idolatry, 
witchcraft, destructive traditions (Deuteronomy 18:9-14; Isaiah 8:19-22; 
Galatians 5:19-21) towards Living and Farming God’s Way, so that God 
will receive all honour and praise!   

 
 
5. Serve Africa by praying for it.  In Jeremiah 29:7 the Lord commands 

the exiles to seek prosperity for Babylon by praying for it. It is also in 
their interest that Babylon prospers. In the same way, it is the 
responsibility of every Christian in Africa to pray for Africa! We must 
seek prosperity for Africa by dwelling before the throne of God.  

 
 
6. It is time for Africa to stand up against everything that is contrary to the 

God’s Way principle of serving: the abuse and mistreatment of women 
and children; the abuse of power by governors and governments; the 
self-enrichment of the few at the expense of the masses; the domination 
of one group by another; the destruction of nature and valuable 
resources. In Africa, we must learn to serve each other in such a 
way that God can change the destiny of Africa.  

 
 
Question: Are you ready for these challenges? Are you prepared to actually 

take them on? 
 
Task:  Speak to the Lord about the challenge that seems the most 

difficult to you. Ask Him to help you. Nothing is impossible to Him. 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Pray that farmers will accept these challenges so as to 
demonstrate God’s Way in the rural and farming 
communities. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Nigeria. 
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GOD’S WAY is to serve. 
Our DNA: We are servants.  We serve, no matter the cost. We don’t 
just think about ourselves. Our interests come second.   
                         We are constantly seeking each other’s interests.   
                         We seek the interests of fellow believers and our 

farming communities to which God has called us. Their 
needs are our needs. When they prosper, we prosper. 
Their happiness is our happiness.   

                         It’s not difficult for us to get on our knees and get our 
hands dirty. No job is below us.   

                         There is no place for pride and clinging to titles and 
positions.   

                         We identify ourselves with Africa and dwell before the 
Throne (pray) for Africa’s prosperity. 

                         More applications: 
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
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Day 27  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is a series of processes. 
(8th characteristic - part 1) 

 
Read:  Mark 4:30-32 
 
Although God does specific things at specific kairos-moments, His actions 
are characterised by processes. He does things over time and He uses time 
to prepare people for His ministry. Think about: Creation being made over 7 
days; the 80 years of preparation for Moses (40 in Pharaoh’s palace and 40 in the 
wilderness); the 10 plagues to save Israel from Egypt; the process to establish 
them in the Promised Land (acc. Deuteronomy 7:17-22). Think about the process 
God used to equip David to become king. He was anointed as king (1 Samuel 
16:12), but he only became king about 10 years later in Hebron (2 Samuel 2:1-4) 
and then king in Jerusalem 7 years later (2 Samuel 5:4-5). Think about the 
generations that came and went before the mystery of the Gospel in Christ 
was made known (Colossians 1:26-27); Jesus who only began His ministry at 
30 (Luke 3:23); the training of the disciples that lasted 3 years; the Kingdom 
that starts as small as a mustard seed but grows large (Mark 4:30-32); the 
refining process in Christians to reflect the image of Christ more and more 
(2 Corinthians 3:18 and Colossians 3:5-10); the time between Christ’s first and 
second coming; and so on. Everything happens through processes, not 
through instant and unrelated events.   
 
Think specifically about Paul’s work. He was first trained as a pharisee to 
know the Scriptures (Philippians 3:4-6). He learned how to make tents so that 
later on he could provide for himself and others (Acts 18:3 and 20:33-34). Then 
he was radically saved after an encounter with Jesus on the road to 
Damascus (Acts 9:3-6). This was followed by a period of three years in Arabia 
and Damascus. Only three years later did he go to Jerusalem. Fourteen 
years passed and Paul was still prepared to be corrected and taught. He 
took the Gospel to the brothers in Jerusalem and spoke to the leaders to 
make sure that he was preaching the truth (Galatians 2:1-2,6). He received 
many revelations and a lot of practical experience during his years in 
ministry. He planted churches, wrote letters from jail, and raised up a new 
generation to continue the work after him (2 Timothy 2:2). Why? Because it’s 
a process to take the Gospel to the corners of the Earth.     
 
I gave my life to Christ on 15 May 1972. In November 1976 the Lord called 
me for missions. This was followed by 8 years of theological training, 2 years 
service in the South African Army, and 6 years of ministry in church in a small 
farming community in Memel. Only in 1993 17 years after my call to missions, 
did Janetta and I begin with the Amos ministry. There was so much 
preparation that the Lord had to do in our lives first. At the start of 2011 it 
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I gave my life to Christ on 15 May 1972. In November 1976 the Lord called 
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service in the South African Army, and 6 years of ministry in church in a small 
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preparation that the Lord had to do in our lives first. At the start of 2011 it 
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was time to begin with the first GF4GF centre (GF4GF = Good Foundations for 
Good Fruit). The centres were already part of the vision and calling that we 
received in 1993, but it took 17 years to become a reality. Time isn’t a 
problem for the Lord as long as the process happens in purposeful 
obedience to Him.  
 
As you can see, there often are two processes:  God works first in people 
(process of preparation) and then He works through people (process of 
implementation). Usually, the two processes go hand in hand.   
 
Question: What process is God busy with in your life? Are you actively 

talking to God about the process?   
 
Task:  Be patient, but be actively obedient too! 
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Pray that God will finish the process He started in or 
through you, even if it is difficult and takes time.   

† Pray for the following processes in your life: 
Lord, show me what I must see; 
Teach me what I must know; 
Tell me what I must do; 
Make me what I must be: Your Image. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming communities in Ghana. 
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Day 28  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is a series of processes. 
(8th characteristic - part 2) 

 
Read:  Genesis 1:28;  Matthew 28:18-20 and 2 Timothy 2:2 
 
God made two human beings. They were to multiply and eventually fill the 
Earth. Jesus singled out a few people to be His disciples. They were to go 
and make disciples of all nations. People had to teach people to teach others. 
All of it was a series of processes. That’s how God works. God’s Way is a 
series of processes!   
 
This humbles me greatly. God’s work didn’t start with me and it won’t end 
when I leave this world. Although my time on Earth is very significant, I am 
only here for a moment. God’s journey with the world began thousands of 
years ago and will probably continue long after my death. There is even a 
possibility that my front lawn will last longer than me (Psalm 103:15-16). Yes, it 
is very humbling.   
 
Absalom didn’t have sons to keep his memory alive, so he built a monument 
and named it after himself (2 Samuel 18:18). If you want to leave more than a 
lifeless statue behind, you must make disciples. If I want the dream that I’m 
living for to continue after I die, I must be sure to have spiritual descendants. 
I must make disciples. If I remember correctly, it was Henry and Richard 
Blackaby who wrote in their book, Spiritual Leadership, that nothing comes 
into being without individuals, but nothing stands the test of time without 
organisations. Organisations are like sport — the game is bigger than the 
players. Soccer is still played today despite many brilliant players retiring 
from the game.     
 
At the moment, I understand my life goal as follows: “To build an ever 
increasing momentum towards Living and Farming God’s Way amongst the 
Agri- and Rural Communities of Africa that will last for generations to come.” 
This has taken a lot of pressure off me. I don’t have to do or to finish 
everything on my own. There are things that I must complete, but there are 
other processes where I only have to do my small part. Think about Jesus’ 
ministry. He died once and for all on the cross for us and forever reconciled 
us to God (Hebrews 10:11-18). We cannot and do not have to add anything to 
that. But He hasn’t fully completed everything yet. He only began the process 
of discipleship and commanded you and me to continue that process.   
 
I can only achieve my life goal by making disciples: spiritual disciples, but 
also disciples in every area of life. Who will take over the farming? Who will 
take over the writing? Who will plant more GF4GF centres? Who will take 
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over the leadership? Because God’s Way is a series of processes, you and 
I must focus on the next generation. We must empower young people. We 
must pass on the baton.    
 
Question: Are you busy making disciples? Are you preparing others to take 

over from you? Are you working and building something more 
than a lifeless statue to remind people who you were – a statue 
that won’t have any influence on the future of the Kingdom in 
Africa?     

Task:  Be humble! Make disciples! Bless the next generation with a 
legacy and not just a statue or material things like money and 
land. 

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

†  Pray for discipleship, the development of new leaders, 
and greater momentum in the future of the Kingdom. 

Pray for Africa:  Focus on the farming community in Ivory Coast. 
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GOD’S WAY has processes. 
Our DNA: We believe in long-term processes.  That’s why we say:  
Less is more and slow is fast.   Go slow, but go deep!  Start small, grow tall! 
Making disciples, raising leaders to continue the work after us; transforming 
the farming communities; establishing GF4GF Centres; the future of the 
Kingdom in Africa — these are all processes. It won’t happen overnight. We 
live in an age of instant gratification, but we don’t have to compare ourselves 
to the world’s standards (1 Corinthians 4:1-5). We are constantly working on 
being patient and not becoming discouraged. Processes usually take a long 
time. Therefore:   
                         We are patient — with ourselves, new converts, other 

people, and the work we do; 
                         We persevere and do not get discouraged by every 

disappointment and setback; 
                         We focus on our youth and their empowerment and 

leadership to take the vision further; 
                         We are not impatient or hasty. “Whoever believes will 

not act hastily.”  (Isaiah 28:16.  New King James Version) 
                         We don’t despise small beginnings (acc. Zechariah 4:10). 
                         More applications: 
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
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Day 29  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way addresses the root of a problem. 
(9th characteristic) 

 
Read: Romans 5:12-21  
 
God teaches us that the best solution to any problem is to address the root 
of the problem. The root of the world’s problems is that Adam disobeyed 
God. Through his disobedience, sin and death entered the world (Romans 
5:12). All humans started sinning and the world became a terrible, evil place 
(Romans 5:19). This is how problems and suffering entered the world. The best 
solution for this problem (Adam’s disobedience) was that someone else had 
to be totally obedient to God. That’s why God sent Jesus as a man. Through 
Jesus’ total obedience to God (Philippians 2:8; Romans 5:18-19), He got to the 
very root of the problem and brought a solution. Thus, God replaced the first 
Adam who disobeyed with the last Adam who obeyed completely (Read 
Romans 5:12-21 and 1 Corinthians 15:45). Jesus didn’t come only to forgive sins 
— that would be like drying the water underneath a leaking tap without fixing 
the tap. Jesus came to make people new. In Christ, God has made us new 
people (2 Corinthians 5:17-18a). Christ died in our place so that God could 
forgive our sins. But we also died and were raised again with Christ. That's 
how we have been freed from the power and grip of sin (Romans 6:1-14). 
That’s how God addressed the root of our problem. God’s Way addresses 
the root of a problem. 
 
Being born again is another proof that God addresses problems at the root. 
We, as physical beings born of a man and a woman, cannot take part in the 
Kingdom of God. We must be born again. We must be born of God through 
His Spirit (John 1:13;  3:3 and 1 John 3:9).   
 
God gives us a new, unbroken heart (Jeremiah 31:33 and 32:39-40; Ezekiel 
36:26-27). He makes us totally new: ”Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 
God, …” (2 Corinthians 5:17-18a). Read day 1 again. 
   
God usually answers people’s question of “why?” because He wants to 
bring people to the cause of their problem. For example, in Hosea 4:1b-3 we 
read: “There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the 
land. There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they 
break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. Because of this the 
land dries up, and all who live in it waste away; the beasts of the field, 
the birds in the sky and the fish in the sea are swept away.” In Mark 
12:24, Jesus gives the reason for the error of the Sadducees: “Are you not 
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in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God?” 
That is the root of all error: People don’t know God’s Word and they don't 
know His power.   
 
It is important to differentiate between the cause and the result of a 
problem. The result is often easier to identify than the cause. For example, 
Is HIV/AIDS the problem or the result of a deeper, underlying problem? Is 
the failure of many land reform projects the problem or the result of a deeper, 
underlying problem? Is youth unemployment the problem or the result of 
many other problems? Are lifestyle illnesses the problem, or the result of a 
wrong lifestyle? Is the deterioration of the soil the problem, or is it the result 
of poor farming methods? Why does food nowadays have less nutritional 
value than before? Living and Farming God’s Way means that we must get 
to the root of all these issues. It’s also true that the result of a problem can 
be so catastrophic that it becomes a problem in itself. 
 
“Root rot” problems that we should address in our farming communities are 
things like:   

• Traditional religions where the dead are consulted and fear controls 
people’s lives (Deuteronomy 18:9-14 and Isaiah 8:19-22); 

• A legalistic, powerless, form-religion that doesn’t involve being born 
again or a relationship with God (Isaiah 29:13 and Luke 6:46); 

• Generational baggage (emotional wounds from parents; bloodline curses; sins 
of the forefathers); 

• Absent fathers; 
• Unbiblical worldview (worldview = the conviction in people’s hearts about God, 

people, Creation, time, work, and so on. It determines how they live and farm.); 
• A poverty mentality (Both rich and poor people believe that there isn’t enough 

for everyone, so they cling to what they have and grab what they don’t.); 
• A lack of prayer  (James 4:2-3); 
• Laziness; 
• And so on.   

 
Question: Are you just trying to make bad people better by improving their 

behaviour? Or do you want Christ to make people new through 
His Spirit so that they will be filled with a desire to change their 
behaviour?   

 
Task:  When you want to solve a problem, keep asking questions until 

you get to the root of the problem. Begin addressing the problem 
from there.   
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Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   
†  Ask the Lord for wisdom to differentiate between the cause 

and the effect of a problem. (So that you can fix the cause 
of the problem and not just the effects.)   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Liberia. 
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GOD’S WAY addresses the root of a problem. 
Our DNA: We address problems at their roots.  If the problem is 
the absence of good fruit, we don’t try to manipulate people’s behaviour to 
bear more fruit. We focus on the cause of the problem, namely the absence 
of good Biblical foundations.   
                         Much of our work is preventative. We try to address 

problems of the community in the youth and children’s 
lives at the root before damage to the roots produces 
heaps of rotten fruit.   

                         We lay good foundations.   
                         We believe in being born again, salvation, and the 

renewal of the mind.    
                         Our primary task is not to make bad people better, but 

to be God’s coworkers in making the spiritually dead 
alive again (Ephesians 2:1 and Acts 26:18-20). People 
must be made totally new. People’s thoughts, views, 
and convictions must change before their actions will 
change (Proverbs 4:23; Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4:17-24). 
People must get new foundations!  

                         More applications: 
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
 
                          ...................................................................................  
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Day 30  
What is characteristic about God’s Way? 

God’s Way is to honour faith 
(10th characteristic) 

 
Read: Romans 4:1-13 and Hebrews 11:6 
 
In Romans 4 we read that because Abraham believed God it was credited to 
him as righteousness and he was given a son (Galatians 2:15 – 3:14).   
 
Throughout the Old Testament people had to act in faith. When they did, 
God honoured their obedience in faith and performed signs and wonders. 
Israel had to slaughter the passover lamb in faith and smeer the blood on 
their doorposts to avoid receiving the same punishment as the Egyptians 
(Exodus 12:7,13). In faith Moses had to stretch his hand out over the sea and 
the Lord parted the sea like He said He would so that the Israelites could 
cross on dry land (Exodus 14:16,21-22). In faith Israel had to walk around 
Jericho for 7 days. On the 7th day they had to walk around 7 times. God 
honoured their faith in Him and caused the walls to fall like He promised 
(Joshua 6:1-5, 20). In faith Jehoshaphat had to send the singers before the 
soldiers in the battle against the powerful Moabites. God honoured their faith 
and defeated the Moabites Himself (2 Chronicles 20:21-30). In faith the 
people had to offer the first-fruits of their harvest to God. God would then 
honour their faith and ensure that the rest of the harvest would be enough 
for them.    
 
Hebrews 11 tells stories of people who believed and how God rewarded 
their faith. “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He 
rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)    
 
We are saved through faith (Acts 16:31). We receive the Holy Spirit by faith 
(Galatians 3:14). In Romans 5:1 we read that we are justified by faith. By 
believing, we receive eternal life (John 3:16). Paul says: “For we live by 
faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) Although faith is a gift from God and 
not something to boast about, God honours and rewards it. Read what Jesus 
said to the Canaanite woman in Matthew 15:28 and to the crowd in Luke 
7:9-10.   
 
The chances are small that the Lord will give you an instruction that doesn’t 
require faith. Without faith, Living and Farming God’s Way is a myth. 
Without faith, prayer is powerless (Matthew 21:22; James 1:6-8). Without faith, 
obedience is impossible. Without faith, people only live for today, based on 
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what they see. They are too scared to sow seed in the soil or tackle any long-
term goals. Tomorrow is terrifyingly unknown and uncertain!   
 
We shouldn’t just believe that God exists. Even demons believe that! (James 
2:19).  We should believe God and be so convinced that God will do what He 
says that we are prepared to obey Him.  
    
God honours faith in Him. He honours people who believe what He says. 
People who hold fast to His absolute integrity and totally trustworthy 
character. He honours people who believe He is who He says He is. He 
honours people who believe that He did everything the Bible says He did. 
He honours people who believe that He cannot lie and that He can, will, and 
wants to fulfil His promises. If you don’t just believe in God, but believe God, 
He will honour your faith. God’s Way is to honour and reward those who 
believe Him! 
 
The final and greatest proof of this God’s Way characteristic is: God gives 
eternal life to everyone who believes in Jesus Christ (1 John 5:11--13). 
 
Question:   Do you just believe in God, or do you believe God?  
 What is the difference?  
 
Task: Believe God! He cannot lie (Numbers 23:19; Joshua 21:45;  1 Kings 

8:56;  Proverbs 30:5; 2 Corinthians 1:19-20).  Do what He says and 
see what happens! 

 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God's Word.   

† Ask the Lord to stretch your faith a little bit and help you 
to get “faith fit”. Ask Him to give you a challenge that 
requires more faith.  

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Sierra Leone. 
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GOD’S WAY is to honour faith. 
Our DNA: We believe God and act in faith.  We believe in God, but 
more than that, we believe God! While the world says: “seeing is believing”, 
we say: “believing is seeing”  (John 11:40,45).   
                         We don’t have to have everything or enough before we 

begin a task or project in obedience.   
                         We are convinced that money follows vision and 

obedience. We start doing what God says and we are 
convinced that He will provide day by day for the 
completion of His instructions.  

                         We don’t have to know the whole journey before we 
start (Hebrew 11:8).   

                         We don’t have to understand everything. Everything 
doesn’t always have to make logical sense. We 
believe even though it sounds like nonsense (1st 
characteristic of God’s Way). Something that doesn’t 
require faith is not worth doing.  

                         More applications: 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
 
       ................................................................................... 
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PART 3 
Cultivate a God’s Way culture on the farm. 

 
For many years Amos Agrimin has been friends and partners with 
Foundations for Farming which was started by a Zimbabwean, Brian 
Oldreive. Together we strive to see the Kingdom come in agriculture. Uncle 
Brian, as he’s affectionately known, highlighted the following four issues as 
God’s Way principles: on time; high standard; no wastage; with joy, and 
applied them specifically to subsistence farming crop production in Africa.   
 
Since then, with the blessing of the Lord, these principles have expanded far 
beyond the borders of Africa. They have been applied to more than just 
subsistence farming. At our GF4GF Centres (Good Foundations for Good 
Fruit), we’ve made them part of our culture: how we live and farm and get 
things done, part of our work ethic. Everything that we do must be 
characterised by Foundations for Farming’s principles: on time; high 
standard; no wastage; with joy.    
 
It’s important never to lose sight of the connection between these principles. 
For example, if you don’t do your work at a high standard and finish it on 
time, you won’t find joy in it. If you waste time, you will always struggle to be 
on time. If you do your work poorly, you are wasting time and money. You 
will have to do the work again. 
 
Let’s take a closer look at the four principles of Foundations for Farming. You 
can also visit their website:  www.foundationsforfarming.org 
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Day 31  
God’s Way is: On Time 

(Part 1) 
 
Read: Genesis 8:22 and Hebrews 1:3 
 
Why should we be on time? Why should we finish tasks on time?  
 
1. We represent and bear the image of the Creator of time. God is eternal. 
He is exalted above time. He exists outside of time. Yet, He created time and 
gave it, and the rest of Creation, to people to steward.     
The earth ALWAYS takes 365.25 days to orbit the sun = 1 year. 
The moon ALWAYS takes 30.25 days to orbit the earth = 1 month. 
The earth ALWAYS takes 24 hours to rotate once on its axis = 1 day/night. 
Because the earth’s axis is tilted, we have seasons. 
The longest day and shortest night is ALWAYS 22 December = Midsummer in the 
Southern Hemisphere. (In the Northern Hemisphere it’s midwinter.) 
The shortest day and longest night is ALWAYS 21 June = Midwinter in the 
Southern Hemisphere. (In the Northern Hemisphere it’s midsummer.) 
 
Christ holds time and the rest of Creation in place (Hebrews 1:3). We can 
be 100% sure that the points listed above will always stay the same (Genesis 
8:22; Psalm 74:16-17).   
  
2. The God we serve is never late (John 11:17 onwards). He does everything 
at the right time (Kairos- moment.  Acc. Luke 1:20 = kairon).  He sent Jesus to die 
for our sins on the cross at the right time (Romans 5:6 = kairon - right time;  
Ephesians 1:10 =  plērōmatos tōn kairōn - fullness of the times;  1 Timothy 2:6 = kairois 
idios - at the right time).   
 
3. Time is a gift from God. Each day, month, and year is the same length 
for everyone. No one on Earth has longer days than other people do. 
However, some people use their time more effectively than other people do. 
You should be a good steward of your time just like you should be a good 
steward of your body and possessions. Make the most of every opportunity 
— redeem the time (acc. Ephesians 5:15,16). Watch your time, not your 
watch! It’s more important to use your time effectively than to constantly be 
checking your watch.   
 
4. God gives us valuable opportunities. The expression, window of 
opportunity, refers to the brief, limited time you have to see something 
passing by through a window. You don’t always see it coming and in the blink 
of an eye it’s gone. You must seize an opportunity at the right moment. Be 
alert otherwise you’ll miss it! (E.g.: 2 Samuel 5:22-24 and 1 Chronicles 14:13-17; 
Proverbs 3:27-28; 20:4; Ecclesiastes 11:4,6; Matthew 5:25,26; 2 Corinthians 6:1,2. Think 
about the 10 virgins in Matthew 25:1-13.) Jerusalem missed the opportunity that 
God gave them: 
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“As he (Jesus) approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it 
and said, ’If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring 
you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.  The days will come upon 
you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle 
you and hem you in on every side.  They will dash you to the ground, you 
and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on 
another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.’” 
(Luke 19:41-44) 
 
In agriculture there are many opportunities that you just may not miss. 
Planting season is planting season. Harvest time is harvest time. You must 
do the right things at the right time in the right way (Isaiah 28:23-29). There is 
a specific time and season for everything (acc. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; 2 Corinthians 
6:2).     
 
5. We must understand the signs of the times and do what is necessary 
at the given time (acc. 1 Chronicles 12:32 and Ephesians 5:15-17). We are farming 
in the 21st century. It’s a time of climate change; a time when everyone wants 
land; a time of technology; a time of genetically modified crops; a time when 
there are millions suffering of starvation in Africa; a time when contempt for 
God’s law is increasing and love for Him is decreasing — people love 
pleasure more than they love God (Matthew 24:12 and 2 Timothy 3:4); a time 
when the fig tree is blooming (Luke 21:29-31), the birth pains of the new age 
are being felt (Mark 13:8 [TPT]).  
 
Therefore, it’s important to take into account the fall and destruction of 
Babylon (Revelation 17:1 - 19:5). Babylon represents all godless powers. Her 
materialism (economic power), abuse of power (political power), and sexual 
debauchery and idolatry (religious power) will be destroyed. The King will 
see to its destruction and we, the children of God, are His co-workers 
(Revelation 17:14 and 19:14). Our calling and instruction is to help destroy 
materialism, the abuse of power, idolatry, and sexual debauchery. Stay in 
the winning team — the King’s team! Don’t be deceived into becoming part 
of Babylon. Her end is frighteningly close! 
 
We are living in exciting times. As close as labour pains are to birth, the final 
coming of the Kingdom of God is near. Therefore, don’t be scared and 
dejected. It’s time to stand upright and lift your head (Luke 21:28). It’s time to 
wake up and be vigilant. Our King is coming! (Mark 13:28-37)  
 
Practical applications: 
Beware of laziness (Proverbs 26:13-16) and too much sleep (Proverbs 6:10-11; 
20:13; 31:15). Don’t keep yourself busy with useless deeds (Proverbs 28:19). 
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Plan ahead (Deuteronomy 22:8; Proverbs 6:6-9; 22:3). Don’t procrastinate or delay 
(Proverbs 3:27-28; 6:10-11). 
 
Determine your priorities and manage your time accordingly. Keep the main 
thing the main thing.  But don’t just think about a priority list where 1 is more 
important than 3, and 3 more important 7. 

 
There are many things in life that are equally important. Imagine a circle with 
segments. Each segment is important and so you should give each segment 
a portion of your time and attention. Don’t spend the time meant for your 
marriage and family on work. Don’t waste the time meant for devotions on 
social media. Don’t spend the time meant for work on chatting. Don’t use the 
time meant for sleep to watch TV. Exercise when it’s time to exercise. Rest 
when you need rest. Determine what is truly important on a daily and weekly 
basis and don’t let your time be eroded by other urgent issues.  
 
Spend lots of time on important things, not urgent things.  Everything 
that is important and urgent is a crisis because you didn’t pay attention to it 
when it was still important but not urgent.   
 
Question:   Are you convinced that Living and Farming God’s Way 

 means that you must do things at the right time? 
Task: Draw up a priority list and a priority circle and make sure that 

everything important gets an equal segment.  
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.  

† Thank the Lord for valuable opportunities that He has 
already given you. (Windows of opportunity)  

† Ask for the ability to use your time effectively. 
† Pray for the wisdom to understand the signs of the times 

and to know what to do at this moment in time. 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Togo and Benin. 
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Day 32 
God’s Way is: On Time 

(Part 2) 
 
Read: Mark 1:32-39 
 
Mark 1:32-39 and John 11:6-15 make it clear that Jesus’ program was 
determined by the will of God. Every minute of every day, Jesus was doing 
what God expected Him to do at that moment - even when the hour came 
for Him to be captured (Mark 14:41-42).   
 
People struggle with too many responsibilities and overcrowded schedules. 
They struggle to be on time and to finish tasks on time. To solve the problem, 
we must learn to live in prayerful dependence.  The following illustration 
might help you to manage your time better: 
 

 
 
Things in quadrant A = urgent and important. 
Most things in this quadrant are crises. If it’s not already too late, it’s almost 
too late. If a fire starts, it’s important to put it out immediately. If a cow can’t 
calve, you have to help it immediately. If your car breaks down on the side 
of the road, you have to fix it immediately. If the exam is tomorrow, you have 
to study today! You can’t procrastinate. It’s important and urgent.   
 
There will always be things in Quadrant A. That’s life. Try not to spend more 
than 20-25% of your time in Quadrant A. If you spend too much time there, 
you will be giving yourself unnecessary stress. You are not made to deal with 
crises every day, all day. Your time in Quadrant A must be limited! How? 
Mainly by spending time in Quadrant B. 
 
Things in Quadrant B = not urgent, but still important.   
You should be spending most of your time in Quadrant B. If you do, it will 
prevent many crises (in Quadrant A) from happening. It’s like a handbag with 
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two compartments. The more you put in one compartment, the less space 
there is to put things in the other compartment. If you spend too little time in 
B, you will need to deal with more crises. You will find yourself in Quadrant 
A more often — the line between A and B moves right and A gets bigger 
than B. You have less time to pay attention to important (but not urgent) 
things. You run from one crisis to the next. You are just busy putting out fires. 
The more time you spend in B, the fewer crises you will have to deal with. 
Your vehicle rarely or never breaks down next to the road (A) because you 
keep it in good running condition (B). The line between A and B moves to 
the left — crises (A) become fewer and smaller. This allows you more time 
to do what is important but not urgent. You are in control and feel relaxed.  
You can enjoy your work (with joy is one of the principles we focus on later). 
Most of all it saves you a lot of money, not just time. Thus, there is little to no 
wastage. 
  
For example, to put your tools or other utensils away neatly is not urgent but 
quite important. If you don’t have five minutes today to put something away 
in its correct place, why would you have half an hour tomorrow to look for it? 
If you can’t find what you’re looking for, you have to buy something that you 
actually already have. That’s a waste of time and money.     
 
Let’s look at examples of things that are important but not urgent. What kind 
of crises can arise if you don’t pay attention to the following issues?  
 

 Important but not urgent 
issues. 
(Quadrant B) 

Crises that arise if you continue 
postponing or totally ignoring it. 

What will it 
cost you when 
it becomes a 
crisis? 

1. Maintenance    
2. Good communication   
3. Regular exercise   
4. Healthy diet   
5. Drawing up a budget   
6. Planning   
7. Training / Education   
8. Devotional time   
9. Give ASLA 

(acknowledgement, 
security, love 
acceptance) 

  

10. Rest    
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11. Enough sleep   
12.  Think (creative thoughts);  

Plan ahead; Process 
events of the day / week 

  

13. Read and learn   
14. Build relationships   
15. Break bad habits   
16. Office administration   
17. Preparation for a task   

 
 
 
Things that are important, but not so urgent that you have to do them 
immediately, are easily postponed until they become crises which cannot be 
ignored. In the long run you save time and money by paying attention to what 
is important even if it’s not urgent (yet).    
 
Remember: Spending time in Quadrant B helps you to be on time. Try 
to spend 70-75% of your time on things in Quadrant B. 
 
Things in Quadrant C = urgent, but usually unimportant.   
Think about a ringing phone. For most people, it’s so urgent that they’ll even 
interrupt a conversation with the Father to answer it immediately. They will 
leave a valuable training or planning session to answer a call. They easily 
give in to the temptation to leave Quadrant B for Quadrant C to answer a call 
that usually isn’t that important.   
 
Dealing with someone else’s crisis can also be placed in Quadrant C. People 
who don’t spend time in Quadrant B end up in a crisis (Quadrant A). 
Sometimes they don’t even accept responsibility for their crisis and expect 
others to solve it for them. Here’s an example: You’re spending time with 
your family (you are in B) on a Saturday and the telephone rings (C). You 
are asked to urgently go and help solve someone’s marriage crisis that has 
been brewing for 5 years. This couple landed themselves in A because they 
didn’t spend time on the important things in Quadrant B (see the list above). 
Now they are in A, but they still don’t want to deal with their own crisis and 
so they phone you. Well, if the trouble has been brewing for 5 years, it can 
surely wait until after the weekend, right?   
 
Try not to spend more than 5% of your time on things in Quadrant C.   
 
Things in Quadrant D = not urgent and not important. 
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To spend hours lying in front of the TV watching rubbish isn’t urgent or 
important. It’s something else to relax a bit in front of the TV watching 
specifically chosen programs. Many people literally camp in front of the TV 
to watch one sports broadcast after another. Similarly, enough sleep falls in 
Quadrant B, but too much sleep in Quadrant D (Proverbs 6:10-11; 20:13; 26:14), 
watching TV (including sport) can be useful when it’s part of healthy 
relaxation and rest in Quadrant B. But, if you overdo it, it becomes a waste 
of time and falls into Quadrant D. Stop wasting your time like that. To play 
computer games day in, day out, is a waste of time. To spend a lot of time 
reading trashy magazines adds no value to your life. Social media can have 
value but if you overdo it, it can quickly become a waste of time. Quickly 
going on social media every now and again during work hours is nothing less 
than stealing your employer’s time. Gossip and shallow, meaningless chatter 
without end is also a waste of time. However, good communication falls in 
Quadrant B. Those who spend time in Quadrant D are not good stewards of 
their time and they will seldom be on time. You shouldn’t spend any time 
in Quadrant D. 
 
Self-evaluation:   
1. What are the three most important things that you have learned about 

being on time? What adjustments should you make to be a good 
steward of your time?   
 
.......................................................................................................... 
 
.......................................................................................................... 
 

2. What doesn’t happen on time on your farm? What is always late?  
 
.......................................................................................................... 
 
.......................................................................................................... 
 

3. Why isn’t it on time?  (Be careful not to play the blame game and say it’s 
everyone else’s fault.)  
 
.......................................................................................................... 
 
.......................................................................................................... 
 

4. What are the negative consequences of the things that are not done 
on time?   
 
.......................................................................................................... 
 
.......................................................................................................... 
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5. How can it be made right?  ........................................................... 

 
 .......................................................................................................... 
 
 .......................................................................................................... 
 

6. Which quadrant do you spend most of your time in?    
 
 .......................................................................................................... 
 

7. What things in Quadrant B are you inclined to postpone until it’s too 
late? Until it becomes a crisis? 
 
In your personal life?   ............................................................................ 
 
............................................................................................................... 
 
At work?   ............................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................... 
 

8. How will you make it right?   ................................................................. 
 
 .............................................................................................................. 
 
 .............................................................................................................. 
 
9. Do you respect the time of other people / staff / families? How? 
 
 .............................................................................................................. 
 
............................................................................................................... 
 
 (I learned in my university years that there are always people who, when they have 
nothing else to do, will want to come to do their nothing with you. We must learn 
how to politely but firmly protect our time.)   
 

Question: Are you a good steward of the time God has given you? 
 
Task: Make sure that you use your time wisely. If you waste time on the 

wrong things, you will never get the right things done on time.  
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Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.  
† Speak with the Lord about how you use your time. Ask Him 

to show you how valuable time is. 
† Living and Farming God’s Way means that farmers always 

do their work at the best and right time. They must be on 
time. Pray for this. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Burkina Faso. 
 
 
 

Day 33  
God’s Way is: A High Standard  

(Part 1) 
 
Read: Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 31 
 
Why should we always produce high quality work? Why should our work 
always be of a high standard? 
  
1. We bear the image of the Creator, the One who does everything at a 
high standard (Genesis 1:26-27). The outcome of Creation was very good 
because each part of it was good (Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 31). 
 
2. We must remember: Work is worship!  In Genesis the same word, 
avolah, is used for both work and worship.5  Therefore, we believe that our 
work is also a way to worship God. The word can be translated as service. 
The worship service on a Sunday must be continued with work service. High 
quality worship means high quality work. Daniel did both (Daniel 2:19-23; 
6:4-12). Our primary goal is to glorify God through the doing the work that He 
gives us.   
 
3. We work for the Lord. It doesn’t matter what sort of work we do (Colossians 
3:23-24). There is no such thing as God’s work and normal work. There is 
only one kind of work — the work of the Lord, whatever your profession may 
be. All Christians are in fulltime service to the Lord, no matter what their 
profession entails. If you’re not in fulltime service to the Lord when you’re 
farming or teaching, you won’t be in fulltime ministry if you become a pastor 
or minister. People who do manual labour also work for the Lord. The way in 
which you do your work can contribute to people accepting or rejecting the 
Gospel of Christ (Titus 2:9-10). When you work as if for the Lord like Joseph, 
Nehemiah, and Daniel did, you further the coming of the Kingdom of God. 
You are doing God’s work! 
                                      
5 Johan Carstens - Revolusie in die werkplek bl.xi 
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4. The Bible makes it clear that God wants to bless all people and every 
nation. He wants everyone to know Him as Jehovah Jireh: The God who 
provides (Genesis 22:14), the Father who cares (Matthew 6:25-30). Farmers and 
businessmen must see themselves as God’s co-workers. They are part of 
His plan to reveal Himself to communities as Jehovah Jireh. The aim of 
business is more than just making money for yourself. It’s about revealing 
the goodness of God to people and allowing them to experience how 
much the Father cares. When I offer my product to someone, I want to say: 
“Taste God’s goodness!” 
 
5. Work is love made visible. Work that isn’t up to standard is without love 
— it disadvantages other people. (Read 1 Timothy 6:2; Philippians 2:3-4.) 
Teachers must make their love visible to children through high quality 
teaching. Council members through high quality service delivery. Farmers 
through the production of high quality, healthy food. Construction workers 
through high quality construction and welders through high quality welding. 
Architects through beautiful yet practical designs. Structural faults benefit no 
one. The building must be redone and that costs time and money. It’s a 
burden instead of a blessing.   
 
6. Good work gives us a sense of pride and accomplishment. It’s great 
to look back at work that was done well. It results in job satisfaction and 
improved productivity. It builds your self-image and sets an example for 
others (Galatians 6:4-5; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9). 
 
7. The Word teaches us that all people will have to give an account to 
God for their deeds (Galatians 6:4-5; Romans 14:12). The quality of everyone’s 
work will be tested (1 Corinthians 3:9-15). In one way or another, the fruit of our 
work follows us to heaven (Revelation 14:13).  
 
Question: Do you take pride in your work? Do you produce high  

 quality work?   
 
Task:  Remember, “Work is worship” and “Work is love made 

visible”.   
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word. Thank Him for the 

 privilege of serving and honouring Him through doing your 
 work.   
† Speak to the Lord about the quality of your work. 
†  Pray that farmers will realise that Living and Farming God’s 

Way means that their work must always be at a high 
standard.     
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Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Guinea-Bissau, 
Guinea, Gambia, and Senegal in West Africa. 
 
 
 
 

Day 34  
God’s Way is: A High Standard  

(Part 2) 
 
Read: John 14:9; 2 Corinthians 3:18 and Colossians 3:10 
 
It’s not only about high quality work. It’s also about the way we live our lives. 
The instruction is Living and Farming God’s Way. Our entire lives must be 
up to God’s standard! God’s standard is Jesus Christ. We must live like He 
did (Galatians 2:19-20; 1 John 2:6). This is only possible through the Holy Spirit 
and in answer to prayer. Therefore, I always pray: 
 
Lord, my Lord, live in me and live Your life through me so that I can 
live like You did!   
Give me Your Spirit without limit; 
Give me Your gentle and loving eyes; 
Give me Your serving hands; 
Give me Your willingness to listen; 
Give me Your patience with the weak - 
 the bruised reeds and dim lamps; 
Give me Your self-control and self-discipline; 
Give me Your victory over sin and the temptations of Satan; 
Give me Your sensitivity to the will of the Father; 
Give me Your total obedience to the Father; 
Give me Your prayer life and Your intimacy with the Father; 
Give me Your love for the Word and Your ability to use the Word correctly; 
Give me Your humility and willingness to serve; 
Give me Your readiness to forgive; 
Give me Your power and authority over the evil one, sickness and the forces 

of chaos; 
Give me Your ability to discern what is the right thing to do and to say at the 

right time; 
Give me Your ability to manage Your time properly; 
Give me Your ability to handle peer pressure: the pressure from religious 

leaders who want to hold You captive in their traditions as well as the 
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pressure from political parties who want to misuse Your Name to 
achieve their political aspirations; 

Give me Your ability to overcome disappointment in people; 
Give me Your love for the lost; 
Give me Your tears for the people who don’t listen as You plead with them to 

come to You; 
Give me Your ability to identify and develop leaders who, like Your disciples, 

will have an impact on the whole world;   
Give me Your commitment to the truth; 
Give me Your resurrection power and energy; 
Give me Your life to bear lasting fruit; 
Give me Your hunger for what is right and Your thirst for righteousness;   
Give me Your inner peace and joy; 
Give me Your ability to handle rejection rightly; 
Give me Your freedom from devotion to Earthly possessions; 
Give me Your fearlessness to obey the Father to the very end and to pay the 

full price for it; 
Give me Your ability to keep the joy the Father promised always before me in 

the midst of suffering; 
Give me Your total trust in the Father — even in mortal danger on the night 

before dying, You still prayed: Not My will, but Yours be done!  
AMEN6 

 
This is what living according to God’s standard looks like. You don’t need a 
lot of money to live like this. You only need Jesus living in you. If you abide 
in Him, and He in you, you can live according to God’s standards. 
 

                                      
6 Read the following scriptures:  John 3:34;  John 8:11;  2 Corinthians 10:1;  Mark 10:45;  John 
13:12et seq;  John 12:44-50;  Matthew 12:18-21;  Luke 23:34-39;  1 Peter 2:23;  Matthew 4:1-11;  
John 4:34;  John 14:31;  Luke 5:16;  John 10:30;  Luke 2:46-49;  Philippians 2:3-8;  2 Corinthians 
10:1;  Luke 23:34;  Luke 9:1;  Mark 1:35-38;  John 11:9-15;  John 2:24-25;  Luke 19:10;  Luke 19:41-
44;  Luke 13:34;  Luke 6:12;  1 Peter 2:22;  John 12:44-50;  John 14:6;  John 8:28-38;  Colossians 
1:28;  Ephesians 1:19-21;  Philippians 4:13;  John 15:1-5;  Matthew 5:6;  John 14:27;  John 15:11;  
Luke 4:28-30;  Luke 9:51-56;  Luke 23:18;  John 1:11;  John 18:15-18 and 25-27;  John 17:4;  John 
19:30;  Hebrews 12:1-4;  Luke 22:39ev. 
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Question: Can people see Jesus in you?     
 
Task: He must increase and you must decrease (Acc. John 3:30).   
 
Prayer: † Pray this prayer. 

† Speak with the Lord about your life. Are you living according 
to His standard? 

†  Pray that farmers will realise that Living and Farming God’s 
Way means that they must live like Jesus. 

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Mauritania, West-

Sahara, and Morocco. The countries in West-Africa. 
 
 
 

Day 35  
God’s Way is: A High Standard  

(Part 3) 
  
Read: Exodus 39:32 and 43;  Matthew 25:21;  1 Timothy 6:14  
 
Well done! These are the words that I want to hear from the mouth of my 
Lord and King one day. What do you want to hear?   
 
Be very careful. People are inclined to let standards drop over time. Even 
Christians abuse God’s goodness, patience, and grace as an excuse to live 
carelessly. Their lives give the impression that God is satisfied with anything; 
that low standards are acceptable to Him, even if they could do better.   
 
People want to do less work for more money. Syllabuses are scaled down 
and pass requirements are lowered. The quality of services and products is 
decreasing. Everywhere you go, quantity is becoming more important than 
quality. Poor workmanship and incomplete jobs are justified by saying: “It’s 
good enough for now.”  
 
But God’s Way challenges us to constantly live better lives; do better work; 
produce better food; strive towards better standards; see better products 
produced at factories; supply better services; find better solutions and make 
the earth a better place. Here are a few practical tips to help you and your 
staff to improve the quality of your work: 
 
The quality of work must be measurable. Therefore, clear specifications and 
goals are important (compare the specifications for a variety of things in 
Exodus 35:10 - 39:43). To just say: “Use cement,” doesn’t ensure a high 
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quality cement floor. Specify how much cement, sand, and stone must be 
used in each mixture.    
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) are important just like a recipe is 
important if you want to bake the same delicious cake each time. Without 
SOPs work will be done one way today and another way tomorrow.   
Routine and discipline are important! Without them your work will never be 
on time or up to standard.   
Plan thoroughly: Prayer and Proper Planning Prevents Poor Performance 
(6 x P's).  Write down your planning.      
Maintenance and tidiness are important. Vehicles and tools that are in pieces 
and a workplace that is in chaos hinder quality work. 
Although it can be unproductive to spend too much time on a specific task, I 
will always remember my father-in-law’s wise words: “My child, no one will 
ask how long you worked here, they will just want to know   who worked 
here.” Quality work gives you a good name which is worth more than great 
riches (Proverbs 22:1).   
People don’t improve if you criticise them. However, positive feedback and 
recognition for good work inspire people to improve even more. Catching 
people doing things right should be your attitude.   
Measure to be sure! You get what you check. If you want a clean tractor, a 
neat workshop, and a full tank of water then you must regularly check that 
the tractor is clean, that the tools are neatly put away, and that the water tank 
is filled before the end of the day’s work.   
It’s important that people regularly report back about their work. It prepares 
people to one day give an account to God.    
Deadlines are important, otherwise the work will never be completed.  
Without deadlines, the principle of on time dies.  
Each subcategory of a job must be done well and up to standard. To ensure 
that your farming is up to standard, all the different tasks must be done 
properly and well.   
 
Self-evaluation:   
1. What are the three most important things that you learned about 

maintaining a high standard? What adjustments must you make to 
improve your standard?   

 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
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will always remember my father-in-law’s wise words: “My child, no one will 
ask how long you worked here, they will just want to know   who worked 
here.” Quality work gives you a good name which is worth more than great 
riches (Proverbs 22:1).   
People don’t improve if you criticise them. However, positive feedback and 
recognition for good work inspire people to improve even more. Catching 
people doing things right should be your attitude.   
Measure to be sure! You get what you check. If you want a clean tractor, a 
neat workshop, and a full tank of water then you must regularly check that 
the tractor is clean, that the tools are neatly put away, and that the water tank 
is filled before the end of the day’s work.   
It’s important that people regularly report back about their work. It prepares 
people to one day give an account to God.    
Deadlines are important, otherwise the work will never be completed.  
Without deadlines, the principle of on time dies.  
Each subcategory of a job must be done well and up to standard. To ensure 
that your farming is up to standard, all the different tasks must be done 
properly and well.   
 
Self-evaluation:   
1. What are the three most important things that you learned about 

maintaining a high standard? What adjustments must you make to 
improve your standard?   

 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
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2. What is not up to standard on your farm? Which jobs are not done at a 
high standard? 

  
........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
 
3. Why are they not up to standard?  (Be careful not to play the blame game 

instead of accepting responsibility for the problem.)    
 
........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
 
4. How can you solve the problem and raise the standard? 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
Question: What are you doing to ensure that your work is always  

 done at a high standard?     
 
Task: Be wary of the spirit of the times: the lowering of standards.   
 
Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word. Pray that God’s Way will 

 always challenge and inspire you to improve.  
† Speak with the Lord about the quality of your work. 
†  Pray that the quality of your life and work will be a 

compliment for God and will motivate the rest of the farming 
community to also do everything at a high standard.    

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Niger and Chad. 
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Day 36  
God’s Way is: No Wastage 

 
Read: John 6:8-13 
 
People are the crown of Creation. Therefore, God placed everything He 
made under the care of people. But instead of ruling over the earth and 
caring for it, we became the earth’s worst enemy. We began destroying life 
on the ground and in it. With our help, many species of plants and animals 
have become extinct and many hectares of once fertile ground have been 
degraded. Humanity is messing up the earth instead of ruling over it as 
responsible stewards.   
 
What does wastage mean?   

• It’s to destroy what is still usable. For example, to burn dry leaves, 
grass, or stubble when it could still be used as coverage to combat 
wind and water erosion, to preserve the soil moisture, or to replenish 
organic material in the soil.   
 

• It’s to devalue something through abuse. For example, to kill life in 
the soil with chemicals or incorrect cultivation methods. Or to graze a 
field so much that it loses its carrying capacity. 

 
• It’s taking and using more than you need. For example: using water 

ineffectively as though it isn’t a limited resource, or using electricity 
unnecessarily by leaving lights on the whole day, or dishing up plates 
of food that aren’t eaten. 
 

• It’s not thinking about sustainability. Trees are felled but new trees 
are not planted. Nutrients are taken out of the ground but compost, 
cover crops, and crop rotation aren’t used to replenish the soil and 
ensure another good harvest (acc. Deuteronomy 22:6-7;  Proverbs 27:18;  
28:19; Luke 13:6-9).   

 
• It’s not just material things that can be wasted. Gifts, talents, time, 

and money can also be wasted (Matthew 25:14-30).  You can neglect 
your calling and squander opportunities. Paul charged Timothy to keep 
his instruction to carry out his calling promptly without spot or blame 
(at a high standard) and to fan his gifts into flame (1 Timothy 6:13-14 and 
2 Timothy 1:6). 

 
Why should we not waste anything?  
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1. We are stewards, not owners.  To be a steward means to manage 
someone else’s possessions in his absence on his behalf and in agreement 
with his will and desires. It is to do what the owner would have done with 
those possessions (Genesis 1:26-28; Luke 16). We are stewards of God’s 
possessions because everything belongs to Him.   
 
2. Everything is created with a purpose, even though we may not know 
what it is. We know that all Creation must glorify God (Romans 1:20; Revelation 
4:11)! Everything that exists in the purpose for which God made it, glorifies 
and praises Him (Psalm 148:7-13). With every species that goes extinct, we 
lose a voice in Creation’s Hallelujah choir.   
 
3. Wastage shows how ungrateful we are.  Every good and perfect gift 
comes from the Father (James 1:17). To Him, through Him, and for Him are all 
things (Romans 11:36).   
   
4. A high standard and no wastage are two sides of the same coin.  Poor 
workmanship must be redone. It’s a waste of time, money, energy, and 
resources.    
 
Nothing should be wasted: 

• Not time 
• Not money 
• Not food 
• Not opportunities 
• Not resources like water, energy, soil, or nutrients. 

 
Self-evaluation:   
1. What are the three most important things that you have learned about 

no wastage? What adjustments should you make to reduce wastage?   
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
2. What is being wasted on your farm/land? What is constantly missing? 

What is being broken, neglected, or destroyed? 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
3. Why?  ......................................................................................................... 
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........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
  
4. Suggested solutions:  ............................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
5. We live in a disposable culture. It’s easier, more comfortable, and often 

cheaper to throw things away than to fix or recycle them. What 
recycling opportunities are there on your farm or in your community? 
Recycling also helps to keep the environment tidy. 

 
........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
 
6. Wasting food varies from eating too much to scraping plates of food 

into the bin. What happens in your home? Is there a culture of wastage 
around the dinner table? What kind of example are you setting for your 
children and what are you teaching them? 

 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
7. When fruit and vegetables are produced products are often damaged 

in one way or another. What happens to them?   
  
........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
  
Question: Are you a good steward of everything God has given  

 you?       
 
Task:  Show your thankfulness for all the things that God has given you 

by wasting nothing.  
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........................................................................................................................ 
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........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
  
........................................................................................................................ 
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........................................................................................................................ 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
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........................................................................................................................ 
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Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.    
† Confess all wastage. Confess your unthankfulness and lack 

of appreciation. Speak to the Lord about it. 
†  Pray for wisdom to establish a culture of no wastage on the 

farm and in the community.   
 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Mali and Algeria. 
 
 
 

Day 37  
God’s Way is:  With Joy 

 
Read: Psalm 9:1-2 and Habakkuk 3:17-18 
 
Why should I do my work with joy? 
 
1. I am glad and thankful for my salvation (Ephesians 5:20 and 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18).  Happiness isn’t limited by time or location — it should always be a 
characteristic of my life everywhere I go.   
 
2. Joy is the fruit of the Spirit in my life (Galatians 5:22).  This fruit is not 
determined by circumstances.   
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in 
him.  They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its 
roots by the stream.  It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are 
always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to 
bear fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8. Read Habakkuk 3:17-18 as well.) 
  
3. Our work makes our love for God visible. To love God is to obey Him 
(1 John 5:3; John 14:31).  To love Him with all your mind and all your strength 
(Luke 10:27) means doing your work in obedience to Him.  Love turns difficult 
work into pleasant work.  “So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, 
but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.” 
(Genesis 29:20) 
 
4. Work is a privilege.  It enables me to provide for my people. It’s a privilege 
that means I don’t have to steal but have enough to share with others 
(Ephesians 4:28; 1 Timothy 5:3-4, 8, 16). Work is a privilege that improves my self-
image and makes me feel valuable. It’s a privilege that enables me to make 
the world a better place. 
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5. It’s the Lord’s command in Ephesians 6:5-9 and Colossians 3:22 to 
4:1. Do your work heartily, with passion, and with a pure heart!   
 
What do we learn in Psalm 9:1-2 and Philippians 4:4? Is happiness just a 
spontaneous reaction to positive circumstances? Or is it a choice despite 
circumstances? It’s a choice! It’s an instruction that’s not limited by time, 
location, or circumstances. (Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 and Ephesians 5:20.) 
 
Deuteronomy 28:47-48  “Because you did not serve the Lord your God 
with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all 
things, therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord will send 
against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. 
And he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you.” 
(ESV)  
 
What is the will of the Lord according to this scripture? 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
Psalm 37:1-4  “Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious 
of those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither, like green 
plants they will soon die away. Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the 
land and enjoy safe pasture. Take delight in the Lord, and he will give 
you the desires of your heart.”  
 
What is the will of the Lord according to this Psalm?  
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
Nehemiah 8:10 “... Do not be worried, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength and your stronghold.” (AMP)  
 
What advantage does joy in the Lord have according to Nehemiah?  
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
“All the days of the oppressed are wretched, but the cheerful heart has 
a continual feast.”  Proverbs 15:15.  “A cheerful heart is good medicine, 
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.”  Proverbs 17:22.  What can you 
learn from these wise words? 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
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location, or circumstances. (Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 and Ephesians 5:20.) 
 
Deuteronomy 28:47-48  “Because you did not serve the Lord your God 
with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all 
things, therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord will send 
against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. 
And he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you.” 
(ESV)  
 
What is the will of the Lord according to this scripture? 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
Psalm 37:1-4  “Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious 
of those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither, like green 
plants they will soon die away. Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the 
land and enjoy safe pasture. Take delight in the Lord, and he will give 
you the desires of your heart.”  
 
What is the will of the Lord according to this Psalm?  
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
Nehemiah 8:10 “... Do not be worried, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength and your stronghold.” (AMP)  
 
What advantage does joy in the Lord have according to Nehemiah?  
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
“All the days of the oppressed are wretched, but the cheerful heart has 
a continual feast.”  Proverbs 15:15.  “A cheerful heart is good medicine, 
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.”  Proverbs 17:22.  What can you 
learn from these wise words? 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 

 
105 

Work is worship.  Therefore, the worship service on a Sunday should be 
continued by work as worship during the week. A “worker’s translation” of 
Psalm 100 sounds like this: 
“Rejoice in praises to the Lord, all the earth!  Work for (serve) the Lord 
with gladness!  Work jubilantly in His presence always!  Acknowledge the 
Lord is God: He made us, we are his, We are His workers, His staff, 
under His personal care. Go to work with songs of praise because the 
Lord is there! Sing praises in your thoughts because your are His temple. 
Thank Him, praise His name while you work, Because the Lord, our 
Employer, is good, There is no end to His love, the evidence is 
everywhere. Each new generation can trust Him fully and count on His 
goodness.” 
 
Joy isn’t just an instruction; it’s a fruit of the Spirit too. It’s the result of a God’s 
Way lifestyle! The more we learn to do things God’s Way, the more joy will 
return to our lives. We make life difficult for ourselves when we rely on our 
own insight. We work hard but in vain (acc. Haggai 1:5-6). We struggle like 
crows to stay in the air instead of soaring like eagles (Isaiah 40:31). Pay 
attention to the tragic consequences for the conceited who reject Godly 
wisdom (God’s Way) in Proverbs 1. Words like disaster, distress, trouble, 
and calamity are used to describe their fate.   
 
Thus, the smartest thing that we can do is to listen to what God says: 
Proverbs 3:5-8 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to (consult) him, and he will 
make your paths straight (God’s Way). Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
fear the Lord and shun evil.  This will bring health to your body and 
nourishment to your bones.”  
 
More of God’s Way means more of heaven on the earth: 

God’s Way brings peace!   
God’s Way brings health! 
God’s Way brings prosperity!  
God’s Way brings joy!   
God’s Way is the smartest choice! 

 
Only fools think they know better but later on they are destroyed by their own 
plans and pick the rotten fruit of their deeds (acc. Proverbs 1:31-33).     
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Self-evaluation: 
What is stealing your joy? Could it be that you are not living God’s Way? 
Evaluate yourself according to the God’s Way characteristics. Here are a few 
examples: 
 
1st characteristic:  Through the Spirit.  Who experiences the most joy? 
People who use violence and force to get things done or people who 
experience how the Spirit of God moves and does things through them?  
Read Zechariah 4:6. 
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
4th characteristic:  God always acts in response to prayer.  Who 
experiences the most joy? Those who don’t pray or those who experience 
answered prayer as a daily reality? Why? 
 
....................................................................................................................... 
 
5th characteristic:  Unity and cooperation. Who experiences the most joy? 
Headstrong people who constantly argue, fight, insist on their own way, and 
stab each other in the back? Or those who work heartily together in love to 
reach a communal goal? Why? Read Philippians 2:2 and Galatians 5:15. 
 
....................................................................................................................... 
 
6th characteristic:  God is generous.  He shares everything He has with 
us.  Who experiences the most joy?  Those who live God’s Way and gladly 
share or those who always want more? Why? Read Acts 20:35 and James 
4:1-3.   
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
7th characteristic:   To serve.  Who experiences the most joy?  Those who 
live God’s Way and gladly help and serve others? Or those who always want 
to be served but are never satisfied with how they are served and ministered 
to?    
 
........................................................................................................................ 
 
You can work through all of the God’s Way characteristics. Good 
workmanship brings more joy than poor workmanship. It’s nicer to arrive on 
time at an event than to show up late. It’s nicer seeing that nothing is being 
wasted than seeing time, money, and resources being squandered. Those 
who live God’s Way experience joy, peace, and better health (Proverbs 3:8).  
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Those who follow their own way experience frustration, strife, conflict, angst, 
trouble, stress, and so on. It negatively affects your health.   
 
Question:  Why will your testimony have more of an impact if you do your 

work with more joy? Why will you be healthier if there’s more joy 
in your life? 

 
Task:  Most people say: “Thank goodness it’s Friday! I’m so looking 

forward to the weekend.” You should say: “Thank the Lord it’s 
Monday! I’m so looking forward to a week of enjoyable work!”  Do 
your work with passion! 

 
Prayer:  † Respond in prayer to God’s Word. Confess the apathy and 

lack of joy in your work. 
† Ask the Lord’s help to live God’s Way more and more so 

that you will have more joy in your life.   
†  Pray that Christians will enjoy their work and do it with joy. 

Pray that farmers will enjoy farming!   
 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Djibouti and Eritrea. 
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Part 4 
Our relationship with the land  

on which we live and farm. 
 
In Deuteronomy 11:11-12 we find one of the many promises that the LORD 
made to Israel, the son of Abraham. “But the land you are crossing the 
Jordan to take possession of is a land of mountains and valleys that 
drinks rain from heaven. It is a land the Lord your God cares for; the 
eyes of the Lord your God are continually on it from the beginning of the 
year to its end.” (Conditions follow in verse 13 onwards.) Israel could count on 
the fact that there is a special relationship between their Lord and their land. 
He cares for their land. His eyes are continually watching over it.     
 
Because I believe, according to the Word, I am a child of Abraham (Galatians 
3:7): 
      ✓ My land belongs to the Lord. 
      ✓ He reconciled it to Himself through Christ 
      ✓ Christ has authority on and over my land.   
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Day 38  
Living and Farming God’s Way... 

on God’s land. 
 
Read: Leviticus 25:23 and Isaiah 62:4 
 
Living and Farming God’s Way isn’t just a pie-in-the-sky idea. It’s how you 
and I should live, work, and farm on the piece of land that God entrusted to 
our care. Living and Farming God’s Way is also about our relationship with 
the land on which we live and farm.  
 
In farming it’s always important to know how much water is available to you, 
as well as what type of soil (sand, loam, clay, etc.) and what kind of climate 
(temperature, frost, rainfall, etc.) you are dealing with. If you know these 
things, you can choose what you are going to farm with on that specific piece 
of land. But that’s not all you have to know about the land on which you are 
farming. There are three other things that are even more important. You must 
know: 
You live and farm on land that belongs to the Lord; 
You live and farm on land that God reconciled to Himself; 
You live and farm on land where Christ has authority. 
  
You must know that you are living and farming on land that belongs to 
the Lord. The LORD God made the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1). 
Therefore, the earth and everything on it belongs to Him (Psalm 24:1). This 
means that all land, including your own land, belongs to the Lord (Leviticus 
25:23). Even if you own land according to the law of your land or the customs 
of your community (Jeremiah 32:6-12; Acts 5:4) it’s still God’s land. He’s just 
entrusted it to your care. You have to cultivate and utilise the land with love 
and care on behalf of God.   
 
You may not mess up your land in any way. You mess up your land when 
you keep too much livestock on it; when you employ farming practices that 
increase erosion and kill the life in the soil; when you never let your fields or 
lands rest; when you don’t replenish the nutrients in the soil; when you allow 
invasive plants to spread and increase; and so on. You must use the land 
(and water) in such a way that your children and grandchildren will still be 
able to use it. 
 
You may not practice occultic or pagan rituals to protect your house or land. 
You really do have to keep and protect your land (Genesis 2:15) from the devil 
and all his evil spirits. They act as if the land belongs to them. They try to 
give the impression that they have the right to say what you may and may 
not do on the land. They cannot forbid you to dig a hole or to use the river 
water. Neither the land nor the river belongs to them. Everything belongs to 
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the Lord. Don’t listen to the devil and his evil spirits. Don’t allow the evil one 
foothold or “tenure” on God’s land! 
 
Everyone to whom God has entrusted a piece of land will have to give an 
account for how he or she used or abused God’s land. 
 
Question: Now that you know that your land belongs to the LORD, do you 

think that there’s something that you should do differently? What 
is it?   

 
Task: Say out loud: “The ground on which I live and farm belongs to the 

Lord. The devil and his evil spirits have no authority on my land.” 
Memorise Isaiah 62:4. 

 
Pray: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   

† Pray that all farmers will accept that their land belongs to the 
Lord.   

†  Pray that they will utilise the land with love and care for the 
purpose for which God gave it to them.   

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Tunisia and Libya. 
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Day 39  
Living and Farming God’s Way...  

on land that He has reconciled to Himself. 
 
Read: Colossians 1:15-23 
 
You live and farm on land that belongs to God. But that’s not all. You must 
remember that you live and farm on land that has been reconciled to 
God. There is a special relationship between God and the land on which 
you are farming. 
 
God created everything on the earth and in heaven through His Son. The 
things we can see as well as the things we can’t. God sustains all creation 
through His Son (Hebrews1:2-3). Therefore, the ordinary things of creation are 
also important to God. Concerning people, the whole person (body, soul, and 
spirit — 1 Thessalonians 5:23) is important to God, not just the soul. God made 
everything for the Son including the land, plants, animals, and so on. There 
is a special relationship between God and the land on which you are 
farming.   
 
The sin and disobedience of Adam brought a curse over the whole earth 
(Genesis 3:17-19). However, when the time was right, God sent His Son. Christ 
took the curse upon Himself by dying as one cursed on the cross (Galatians 
3:13). Through His blood on the cross, Jesus reconciled people to God. 
However, In Colossians 1:20 we read that God reconciled everything to 
Himself through Christ — everything on the earth and in the heavens. Jesus 
brought peace in the place of hostility. The relationship between God and 
the land on which you farm is thus no longer a hostile relationship. The 
relationship is no longer determined by sin and the curse. Christ completely 
restored the relationship. There is now a special relationship between 
God and the land on which you are farming. Therefore, you no longer 
have to bring offerings or conduct rituals to reconcile your land to God.  [If 
you would like to do something, you can erect a memorial (acc. Joshua 4:4-7). This is not 
to reconcile your land to God but to constantly remind you that Christ has already 
reconciled your land to God.] 
 
Let me explain it this way: Christ has completely reconciled me to God 
(Colossians 1:22). This reconciliation has changed my relationship with God 
(Romans 5:1) even though it didn’t immediately bring an end to all the 
consequences of sin. I still live in a body of flesh and blood that is getting 
older and weaker; a body that can get sick and die. The same applies to 
Creation. It’s already completely reconciled to God even though, according 
to Romans 8:20-22, it’s still subjected to suffering, decay, and death. With 
the second coming of Christ, God will free, change, and renew Creation. 
Creation will then reflect the glory of God and fit in with the sinlessness and 
glory of God’s children (Romans 8:21). 
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Everything has been reconciled to God. Receive it in faith that your land has 
been reconciled to God just like you receive in faith that you have been 
reconciled to God through Christ. Confess it with your mouth: “My/our land 
has been reconciled to God.” Don’t do anything that would make the 
reconciliation lose its effect. Don’t disobey God and do things that He hates 
(Deuteronomy 28:15 onwards). Don’t do things that God detests (Deuteronomy 
18:9-14). Don’t place your land under the curse again.      
 
Just as you must confess and turn from the sin and disobedience in your 
own life because of your reconciliation to God, you must counteract the 
consequences of the Fall on your farm and your land.   
Ask forgiveness for the blood that has been spilled on your land as well as 
for all other sins that led to the rain not falling and the ground not producing 
a good harvest (Genesis 4:12;  Deuteronomy 11:16-18; 28:23;  Job 31:38-40;  Psalm 
107:33-34;  Isaiah 8:19-22;  14:8 and 37:24-25;  Jeremiah 7:16-20;  Hosea 4:1-3;  
Habakkuk 2:17-19).   
Ask forgiveness for all the farming practices that damaged or destroyed the 
land and environment.  
Revoke all covenants (agreements) where you (or someone before you who 
lived on the land) devoted the land to something or someone: the sun god, 
idols, nature spirits, ancestors, and so on. Reject all idolatry. 
If you are aware of any muti that is buried on your land to protect it or to 
obtain a blessing, dig it up and burn it.   
Declare the name of the LORD over your land. Declare that your land 
belongs to the LORD and that it is reconciled to Him.   
Commit to obeying the LORD your God in the future. Live and farm on His 
land as someone who has been reconciled to Him. Demonstrate through 
your deeds that your relationship with the LORD has been restored.  
Show love to others. Respect people and let your land be filled with 
righteousness and justice. 
Cultivate a love for nature and implement conservation practices on your 
land.   
Respect the natural vegetation and wildlife. Eradicate invasive plant species 
and weeds; combat wind and water erosion; give the fields times of rest to 
recover; prevent air and water pollution; replenish the soil; and so on.   
Strive towards Living and Farming God’s Way. 
 
Question: Are you doing anything that would hinder the effect of the land’s 
reconciliation to God? Remember, Adam’s disobedience to God resulted in 
the curse. Christ’s obedience brought reconciliation (Romans 5:12-21). 
 
Task: Say out loud: “The land on which I live and farm belongs to the 

Lord and has already been reconciled to God through Christ.” 
Start doing what you were commanded to do in the last 
paragraph. Memorise Colossians 1:20. 
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Prayer: †  Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   
†  Thank the Lord that He has reconciled everything, including 

our land, to Himself.   
†  Pray that the farming community will obey God. Pray for 

wisdom in order to practically implement the instructions 
mentioned above.  

 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in the Seychelles and 
Madagascar. 
 
 
 
 

Day 40  
Living and Farming God’s Way... 

on land where Christ has authority. 
 
Read: Ephesians 1:18-23 
 
You are living and farming on land that belongs to the LORD which He has 
reconciled to Himself through Christ. But there is a third important truth that 
you must remember. You are living and farming on land where Christ 
has the authority.   
 
In the beginning, God gave the authority over the earth to people who had 
to rule over it and protect it. When the Lord gave this instruction to Adam, 
Creation was still perfect and very good, just the way the Lord made it 
(Genesis 1:31). Thus, the initial instruction wasn’t that Adam should protect the 
earth from the destructive consequences of sin. Adam had to protect it from 
every attempt of Satan to steal the authority over the earth from him. But 
Adam didn’t do what God said he should. Through his disobedience he 
opened the door for Satan and gave him authority over the earth (Luke 4:5-6). 
That’s how Satan became the god, prince, and ruler of this world (2 Corinthians 
4:4; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).    
 
But Christ came as a man and through His obedience to God took the 
authority and power back from Satan. Christ is now sitting at the right hand 
of God: ”... far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every 
name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to 
come.” (Ephesians 1:21). Therefore, He said at His ascension: “’All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.’” (Matthew 28:18). So if your 
need help, pray to Him. He can help you with everything: problem animals 
that catch your lambs; untimely frost that can damage the blossoms on your 
fruit trees; eelworms that attack your vegetable’s roots; and hail that can wipe 
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out your entire corn or wheat harvest. You may not call in the help of 
sangomas, witches, or charmers to protect your land. You don’t have to do 
it because there is no curse that can come against your land (Proverbs 26:2) 
unless you allow it to. Ask for the protection of Jesus because nothing and 
no one has more power and authority than He has.   
 
Satan no longer has power or authority over you or your land. His only 
weapon is deception because He is the father of lies (John 8:44). When you 
believe his lies, you give him more power than he is due. Therefore, you 
must obey God and hold fast to the truth. Don’t allow Satan to speak fear 
into you, intimidate you, or threaten to hurt you if you don’t listen to him. After 
the cross and the empty grave, the evil one no longer has power or authority 
(Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14-15). When evil spirits claim to have authority or 
power over you or your land, they are lying. All authority belongs to Christ. 
Nothing belongs to Satan. Christ has given us the authority to overcome all 
the power of the evil one (Luke 10:18-20).   
 
Remember, through the Holy Spirit, Christ lives in all who believe in Him 
(Romans 8:9-10). Therefore, the devil and all his evil spirits are scared of the 
children of God. The Word says: “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7). You don’t have to fear the 
devil and his demons. You don’t have to fear evil spirits, sorcerers, or anyone 
who claims to have supernatural powers (Romans 8:31-39). Christ has power 
over death and hell (Revelation 1:17b-18).   
 
In Christ, our authority has been given back to us. You can now rule over 
your land as a representative of God with the authority of Christ (Psalm 8:6-9). 
Therefore, you must rule as king over all sin and evil powers. As priest, you 
must pray for everyone who lives with you on the land and intercede for your 
farm. As prophet you must preach Living and Farming God’s Way in word 
and deed.   
 
Task:  

• Represent God on your land and exercise the authority that Christ has 
given you over it!   

• Implement God’s Way principles in God’s authority — it’s His land. 
Obey His Word. 

• Resist the devil until he flees! Don’t give him any room or authority.   
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given you over it!   

• Implement God’s Way principles in God’s authority — it’s His land. 
Obey His Word. 

• Resist the devil until he flees! Don’t give him any room or authority.   
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Prayer: † Respond in prayer to God’s Word.   
†  Thank the LORD for the special relationship between Him 

and the land on which we live and farm.   
† Pray that Christian farmers will be God’s representatives 

and that they will exercise the authority of Christ over their 
land.   

†  Pray for enough rain at the right time in every region. 
† Pray that Living and Farming God’s Way will become the 

characteristic of the farming community from Cape to Cairo. 
 
Pray for Africa: Focus on the farming community in Egypt.   
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Commitment 
 
Lord, because my land belongs to You, and because You have reconciled it 
to Yourself, and because Christ has authority over it, I commit to Living and 
Farming God’s Way. Out of love for You I commit to utilise Your land with 
care and responsibility and to do nothing on it without Your approval. Please 
help me through the Holy Spirit.   
  
 

…………………….   ……………………. 
 

Name     Date 
 
 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 
Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 
Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 
Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 
Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 
Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 
Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 
Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

Let’s build God’s Kingdom God’s Way! 

† 
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Other AMOS publications to take note of 
 
The following AMOS publications are available in both English and 
Afrikaans. You can download them for free at www.amosafrica.net, or order 
them at a price by sending an email to secretary@amosafrica.net.  
 

Land Reform (Prayer Focus 2010) 
Forty short meditations on agricultural transformation and 
land reform.  Content is presented in various ways:  
teaching, stories, testimonies, examples, practical hints 
and declarations of faith.  It contains clear Biblical 
guidelines.  Besides prayer for this important issue, the 
purpose of this Prayer Focus is to have a positive 
influence on the discussion on land reform and to help 
believers to discover win-win solutions. 

 
 
 
 

Surrender, Care and Share (Prayer Focus 2012) 
We have been called to be disciples and to disciple those 
around us.  Only disciples can disciple others.  Based on 
the life and work of Jesus, discipleship can be summarised 
by three words, namely:  Surrender, Care and Share.  The 
content takes the shape of 40 letters to a friend.  The 
letters are aimed at discipling you and equipping you to 
disciple others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kingdom is Coming in Agriculture (Prayer Focus 
2013) 
Forty short meditations help readers to understand the 
Kingdom.  They are invited to share in the Kingdom and 
equipped to daily live and farm as citizens of the Kingdom.  
Unbiblical ideas that undermine the Kingdom are 
revealed.  The difference between the Kingdom of God 
and the kingdom of darkness are illustrated.  Readers are 
repeatedly encouraged to listen to the King and to pray for 
the coming of the Kingdom in agriculture.  
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Dwell Before the Throne (Prayer Focus 2011) 

The purpose of this Prayer Focus is not to provide 
knowledge about prayer, but to motivate people to fully 
benefit from the privilege of prayer.  Prayer in the Name 
of Jesus is very important if we want to transform 
agriculture to Living and Farming God’s Way.  It is also 
the key to solving problems in agriculture.  Pray without 
ceasing! 
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The Kingdom is Coming in Agriculture (Prayer Focus 
2013) 

Forty short meditations help readers to understand the 
Kingdom.  They are invited to share in the Kingdom and 
equipped to daily live and farm as citizens of the 
Kingdom.  Unbiblical ideas that undermine the Kingdom 
are revealed.  The difference between the Kingdom of 
God and the kingdom of darkness are illustrated.  
Readers are repeatedly encouraged to listen to the King 
and to pray for the coming of the Kingdom in agriculture.  

 

Set Free to Stand Up (Prayer Focus 2014) 

Too many Christians who have been saved are still in 
pain.  They are God’s children but still entangled in sin.  
They are free but still think like slaves.  They survive but 
do not live lives of victory.  They believe in God, but 
struggle to believe Him.  This problem is actively 
addressed.  The initial focus is on the King who sets 
people free to stand up.  Then the devil’s lies and 
methods are revealed.  Readers are helped to 
understand their restored relationship with God, their 
identity in Christ and their calling.  Some of the things that 
prevent Christians from rising up are discussed and then 
there is a prayer for deliverance.  The 40 meditations can 
help you to rise up and live a life of victory!  

 

Labour Relations (Prayer Focus 2015)  

This book provides the answer to the question, What do 
labour relations have to do with Christianity and the vision 
of AMOS (Living and Farming God’s Way)?  Six important 
Biblical principles for relationships are discussed and 
practical examples given.  Various issues regarding 
labour relations are handled according to Scripture and 
with practical examples:  labourers, labour, 
empowerment, motivating workers, discipline, handling 
conflict, win-win solutions.  Blessed are all who by their 
good relationships make the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
attractive to others and so encourages the coming of the 
Kingdom. 

Bank details:
Amos Agrimin
FNB Brandwag, 230534
Acc. 5299 000 8842

secretary@amosafrica.net
www.amosafrica.net

Amos Agrimin Regions
For contact- and bank details, visit our website.
Amos Agrimin Cape (Western-Cape)

Amos Agrimin Central (Free State and North West)

Amos Agrimin Northern-Cape (and remainding provinces)

Amos Agrimin

40-Day Prayer Focus published by 
Amos Agrimin Northern-Cape

40-Day Prayer Focus
Relations

Labour

www.amosafrica.net
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Set Free to Stand Up (Prayer Focus 2014) 
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They are free but still think like slaves.  They survive but 
do not live lives of victory.  They believe in God, but 
struggle to believe Him.  This problem is actively 
addressed.  The initial focus is on the King who sets 
people free to stand up.  Then the devil’s lies and methods 
are revealed.  Readers are helped to understand their 
restored relationship with God, their identity in Christ and 
their calling.  Some of the things that prevent Christians 
from rising up are discussed and then there is a prayer for 
deliverance.  The 40 meditations can help you to rise up 
and live a life of victory!  

 
 
 

Labour Relations (Prayer Focus 2015)  
This book provides the answer to the question, What do 
labour relations have to do with Christianity and the vision 
of AMOS (Living and Farming God’s Way)?  Six important 
Biblical principles for relationships are discussed and 
practical examples given.  Various issues regarding labour 
relations are handled according to Scripture and with 
practical examples:  labourers, labour, empowerment, 
motivating workers, discipline, handling conflict, win-win 
solutions.  Blessed are all who by their good relationships 
make the Gospel of Jesus Christ attractive to others and 
so encourages the coming of the Kingdom. 

 
 
 
 

Financial Freedom (Prayer Focus 2016) 
Financial freedom is more than just a nice ideal. It is within 
your reach if you know and apply the timeless economic 
principles God gives us in his Word. The world is radically 
different about money and possessions as the Word of 
God teaches us. This is the reason for the economic chaos 
around us. Therefore, we must give God the opportunity 
to renew our thinking through His Word. The first step on 
the path of financial freedom is to acknowledge that 
everything belongs to the Lord, even what you and I 
have. We are just stewards of all that the Lord places in 
our care.   
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Dwell Before the Throne (Prayer Focus 2017) 
The purpose of this Prayer Focus is not to provide 
knowledge about prayer, but to motivate people to fully 
benefit from the privilege of prayer.  Prayer in the Name of 
Jesus is very important if we want to transform agriculture 
to Living and Farming God’s Way.  It is also the key to 
solving problems in agriculture.  Pray without ceasing!   
 
The Prayer Focus includes a practical manual with prayer 
guidelines and prayers.  It will help you to pray using 
scripture and to pray meaningfully for personal needs, for 
the community, and for agriculture.  Prayer is the key to 
solving the problems in agriculture.  Through prayer the 
Kingdom comes in agriculture.  Pray without ceasing.  
Dwell before the Throne.  
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AMOS song  
Stand up for Jesus 

 
1.   Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
 Redeemer of the land 
 He’s Lord of all creation 
 Victorious He stands 
 Let us all represent Him 
 And be His hands and feet 
 Let us fulfill our calling 
 As farmers on His land 
 
2. Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
 All peoples of the land 
 Let’s live and farm for Jesus 
 To glorify His Name 
 Let’s conquer all the evil 
 And bring His Name great fame 
 Let us fulfill our calling 
 As farmers on His land 
 
3. Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
 It’s time to make our stand: 
 To live and farm for Jesus 
 ‘cross Africa our land 
 let’s do work of high standard 
 Rejoicing in God’s way 
 Let us fulfill our calling 
 As farmers on His land 
 
 
 
 

Pray this song for all the agriculturalists in Africa! 
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