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HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF THE PRAYER FOCUS
Keep the following in mind to make the most of these 40 days:
1.

Plan and organize
Use existing prayer meetings. Create new opportunities for praying
with others. There are many options but nothing happens by itself.
You need to take trouble and to plan thoroughly. Consider the
following:
 Your personal quiet time;
 Mealtimes(this is one time when people can and should pray
for agriculture);
 At work during morning devotions, during lunch time or
after work;
 Your existing small-group meetings;
 During morning service – ask a farmer, farmer’s wife, child,
farm worker of other member of the congregation to pray
specifically for the rural and agricultural community;
 Special prayer meetings, and all-night or half-night prayer
vigils;
 Mobilize the elderly, children, women, prayer groups, etc.
 Advertise the 40-Day Prayer Focus on Agriculture as widely as
possible. Use local newspapers and radio stations. Remember,
these
guidelines
appear
on
AMOS’
web
site:
www.amosafrica.net, in English and Afrikaans and may be
duplicated free of charge.

2.

Read the Scriptures
Read the Scriptures! Answer the questions. You will not grow nor
experience the full blessing if you merely read the daily message.
Remember, the most important thing is to give the Spirit an
opportunity to speak through the Word.
Confess sin
Even though it is not specifically mentioned every day, it is very
important to remain committed to the four important issues
mentioned in 2 Chronicles 7:14:
 Let the Holy Spirit fill you with remorse;
 Pray and confess everything the Spirit convinces you of;

3.
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Ask the Lord about his will and then obey it;
Turn your back on your evil ways. Turn your back on everything
God disapproves of, according to the Word.

4.

Prayer Guidelines
The prayers provided merely serve as a guideline. Read and think
about each day’s portion. Then pray about everything the Holy Spirit
puts in your heart.

5.

Cultivate the discipline of fasting and obedience
There are various good books on fasting and prayer on the market.
Read them. The 40-Day Prayer Focus is an ideal opportunity to
hone your self-control and discipline. You could, like Esther, eat or
drink nothing for three days (Esther 4:16), or like Daniel and his
friends, only eat vegetables and drink water (Daniel 1:12).
Consider abstaining from something you really like for the duration
of the prayer focus, e.g. coffee or Coke, sweets or chocolates,
meat, or dairy products or bread. You could decide to stop having a
second helping of food, to stop taking tonics or other stimulants.
Spend the time you usually spend watching a particular TV
programme in prayer. The possibilities are endless. It is important to
ask the Lord what He would like you to do.
However, we must not only sometimes abstain from food or
watching TV, etc. We must learn to always abstain from sin and
disobedience. We must fast from our evil ways and put an end to
our bad habits. Use these 40 days to cultivate and practice the
discipline of obedience.
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PART 1
Prepare the land
The Bible compares both the Word and the Kingdom of God to seed
(Mark 4:1-20 and 4:26-34). Seed contains life and the ability to grow!
The size of the seed has no influence on the size of the plant that grows
from it. A very small seed may develop into a very large tree. What is
important is the quality of the seed and the quality of the soil in which it
is planted. Well-prepared, deep, fertile soil with sufficient moisture will
help the seed to grow well. For the seed of the Word about the good
news of the Kingdom to germinate and bear abundant fruit in us, our
hearts must be well-prepared and receptive. Therefore we need to rid
ourselves of a few large obstacles and must allow God to change our
thoughts about a few things. If we do not change the way we think there
is a good chance that the good news of the Kingdom will not bear fruit in
our lives.

Day 1
The Kingdom is coming!
Listen all farmers!
Prick up your ears, all you agriculturalists!
Pay attention, Africa!
I come bearing very good news.
I come to share a wonderful message with you.
I echo what the prophet Isaiah predicted long ago.
I repeat the words of the Angel to Mary.

(Isaiah 9:1-6)
(Luke 1:31-33)

There is hope in my heart!
There is a firm belief in my heart:
Living and Farming God’s Way is possible.
Living and Farming God’s Way will be in Africa!

(Mark 11:22-24)

Because unto us a Child has been born,
A Child with more than one Name:
He is the Lamb and the Lion;
He is the Saviour and the LORD;
He is the Strong Deliverer and the Eternal King His reign will keep expanding and it will never cease!
6

There is hope in my heart!
There is a firm belief in my heart:
Darkest Africa will become a light to the nations;
Hungry Africa will feed the world;
Farmers will be blessed to bless others;
Agriculturalists will be the stewards of their land once more;
The agricultural community will be God’s representative!
Because unto us a Child has been born,
A Child with more than one Name:
He is the Lamb and the Lion;
He is the Saviour and the LORD;
He is the Strong Deliverer and the Eternal King His reign will keep expanding and will never cease!
Therefore, I insist:
Listen farmers:
Seek first the Kingdom of God.
Prick up your ears, all you agriculturalists:
Take trouble to understand the good message of the Kingdom.
Pay attention Africa:
Your King wants to teach you to live and to farm,
He wants to teach you Living and Farming God’s Way.
There is hope in my heart!
There is a firm belief in my heart: The Kingdom is coming!
Because unto us a Child has been born’
A Child with more than one Name:
He is the Lamb and the Lion;
He is the Saviour and the LORD;
He is the Strong Deliverer and the Eternal King His reign will keep expanding and it will never cease!
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Day 2
The Kingdom is not an incidental matter!
Have you ever taken part in a discussion about soccer, agricultural
empowerment or global warming in which everyone pretends to know
exactly what they are talking about? In such conversations, everyone
has an answer and a solution to deep-rooted problems and challenging
issues. However, if you keep quiet and listen you realize that most of
them don’t have a clue what they are talking about. Their ideas have
been formed by snippets of information they have picked up here and
there. In fact, they are completely uninformed.
Unfortunately, this is also true of the Kingdom of God. Many Christians
cannot really discuss the topic intelligently. All they want to know is
whether they will go to heaven or hell after death. Forgiveness of sin
and the salvation of “souls” is their short and limited version of the
message of the Bible. They are not interested in the Kingdom of God.
This is a great challenge, because in contrast to children who learn
easily, adults only learn what they want to learn. You cannot teach them
anything if they are disinterested or if they consider it unimportant. They
just cannot be bothered.
I am convinced that the message of the Kingdom is of vital importance.
Everyone must hear, understand and believe it! If you listen with
interest, I trust that the Holy Spirit will convince you of the same. There
are three reasons I believe the Kingdom is important:
 God’s Word says so;
 It is a good message – it benefits everyone who believes it;
 It is the solution to all the world’s problems!
If you think that I am exaggerating, especially about the last two
statements, then read on and be convinced.
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The Kingdom is clearly very important! May you be convinced more and
more about the truth of the second and third statements.
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Day 3
The Kingdom is all about the King
Today many people who excel in sport or “make it” in the music industry
are glorified and become icons in their own time. People go mad about
their heroes. They worship the soil on which they walk and praise their
abilities and achievements whenever they can. The same is true of
successful businessmen, famous scientists and great statesmen.
However, there is often a dark side to many of these people’s lives: their
values, disposition, relationships and marriages often leave much to be
desired. As time goes by, people get tired of talking about them
because there is not all that much to say about them in the end. Hero
worship is based only on one particular, special achievement or ability.
In contrast to this short-lived glorification of people, Creation has been
singing about Someone for millennia. It tells about that Person’s eternal
greatness and Godliness (Romans 1:20). Every day faithfully passes this
message on to the next day, and every night silently tells it to the next
night (Psalm 19:1-5). The song remains new and the message amazing.
There is a God who by merely uttering a word created everything from
nothing (Hebrews 11:3). There is a mighty King who reigns over and
maintains all of Creation (Hebrews 1:2-3 and Colossians 1:15-20). Sadly,
most people miss this message because sin blinds their eyes and
deafens their ears.
Therefore, God by His Spirit inspired many people to write down this
message in 66 books. The whole Bible testifies with Creation that God
is the LORD and King.
God went even further. He sent His Son so that we could get to know
the LORD and King personally through Him. This King has a Kingdom
and this Kingdom has a King. The two are inseparable. You need to
know the King personally in order to understand the Kingdom.
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In the Kingdom, everything is about the King! There is always
something more to say about Him. There is always something more to
say about His infinite ability to create something from nothing by a word
(Hebrews 11:3). There will always be something more to say about the
way He saves people and creation. Eternity is needed to sing to His
everlasting power and might, His wisdom and excellence, His wonderful
disposition and being, and His unchanging, good and beautiful qualities
and nature.
Is it easier for you to talk about your heroes than your King? Then I ask
you, have you met the King personally yet? If you do not have much to
say about Him, you probably have not met Him personally. Do not be
satisfied by merely hearing what others have to say about the King.
Come and meet Him yourself. He really wants to be your King. Religion
may make sense to you even though you have not met the King
personally, but the Kingdom will make no sense to you at all. The
Kingdom and the King are inseparable.
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Day 4
You cannot put the King under house arrest!
I recently read an “innocent” SMS in which a congregation reminded its
members to bring their tithes to “the house of the Lord” the following
Sunday. Sunday after Sunday, ministers welcome their congregations
to “the house of the Lord”. Why are church buildings so important to
people and why are they called “the house of the Lord?”
In the Old Testament we read that the Lord chose people and by His
Spirit enabled them to build the Tent of the Lord’s presence (Tent of
Meeting / Tabernacle) (Exodus 35:30 to 36:1, and 36:8, GNB). These men
also made the Ark of the Covenant and placed it in the Most Holy Place
(holy of holies) in the Tabernacle (Exodus 40:1-3). This Tent was the only
place where sacrifices could be made (Leviticus 17:1-9). After the people
settled in the Promised Land, David wanted to build the Lord a
permanent home, but the Lord said that David’s son, Solomon, would
build the temple (1 Chronicles 28: 3 & 6). David did however give Solomon
complete instructions on what the temple had to look like and he made a
massive contribution towards its building (1 Chronicles 28 & 29). The
temple was the center of all Israel’s religious activities for a very long
time. It was where the people met God (Cf. Psalm 84). This temple was
destroyed during the Exile (when Israel was carried off into Babylon because of
their sin). The Israelites then began building synagogues. Scripture was
read and prayers said in the synagogues and they became the center of
local Jewish communities. When the Israelites returned from exile, the
temple was rebuilt under the leadership of Zerubbabel (Ezra 3 to 6), but
the synagogue tradition remained. In 19BC, Herod began to transform
the temple into a very impressive place (John 2:20; Mark 13:1). Holy places
of meeting, fixed times for prayer and sacrifice, and mediators (priests)
set the pace of life and religion in Israel.
This Old Testament background explains why people still think of church
buildings as the house of the Lord. Unfortunately, this way of thinking
and speaking hinders the coming of the Kingdom. It reinforces the
unbiblical belief that God lives in buildings (temples and/or places of worship)
and therefore is absent from the daily course of life. God does not live in
buildings (Acts 17:24). How can He rule outside when He has been
locked inside?
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In John 2:19-22 Jesus clearly states that He will be the meeting place for
people and God in future (cf. John 14:6). It will no longer be the temple or
any other holy place (John 4:19-24). To help the early church to take final
leave of a place and time oriented religion, God used the Romans to
destroy the temple in 70 AD. God clearly wanted to put an end to
sporadic, short visits to specific places of worship. These visits cost a
great deal of time and money because people had to travel vast
distances to reach the so-called house of the Lord. We are no longer
visitors to the house of the Lord. We are members of the family of God
(Ephesians 2:19). We do not need to go somewhere to reach the house of
the Lord. We are the house of the Lord – temples of God (Ephesians 2:1920 and 1 Corinthians 3:16). A four year old girl in Nigeria understood this
well as she stood watching radicals raze their church to the ground. She
said, 


God does not want our knowledge of Him to be limited to religious
experiences in temples or church buildings. The Kingdom is about much
more than dressing up for an hour a week and travelling to a particular
place for a structured meeting with God at a particular time through the
mediation of a pastor or minister. The Kingdom is a wherever,
whenever, with whatever clothes business. Because the temple was
destroyed, the curtain to the Most Holy Place ripped apart, and the Spirit
of the King lives in us 24/7, meetings with the King are possible
everywhere and any time without the presence of a mediator. Now
everyone can visit the Throne regularly and enjoy the presence and
protection of the King all the time.
If you think and act as though God is not present when you farm, relax,
tell jokes or spend your nine tenths, you are confirming your belief that
He stays behind in the church when you leave after Sunday service. He
remains there safely under house arrest, separated from the community,
patiently waiting for your next visit. Let go of the belief that the most
important or only religious activity you need to be involved in is a
visit to the house of the Lord.
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It is important for believers to listen to the Lord’s Word and to pray
together. But, it is especially important to obey the King and to make a
difference to the world. It is important that your life should demonstrate
that God is not locked away in churches but lives in you; that He reigns
in you as King and is always present everywhere. How can He reign
outside when He is locked inside?
If you believe a church building is the house of the Lord, your God’s
presence and influence is probably limited to that building and the
religious activities that occur there. If that is true, He is not the true God
but a false god. The King of the Kingdom does not allow Himself to be
placed under house arrest.
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If most of your time, money and energy is spent in and around the
church, the church building has become a stumbling block for the
coming of the Kingdom in the way the temple was a stumbling block
during the first century after Christ. For the Kingdom to come, Christians
must proclaim the authority and Lordship of the King everywhere and not
only in the church.
Do you think church or do you think Kingdom?


         
         



          








Day 5
The Kingdom is not bound to a particular place
It is time to farm barefoot. Moses was busy farming when he saw
something very strange. He left the sheep he was tending to take a
closer look. Then God called to him from the burning bush. 

             A
meeting and conversation took place on this piece of holy land between
God and Moses (Exodus 3:1-7). God’s presence made the ground holy.
Therefore, the Tabernacle and later the Temple, especially the Most
Holy Place where the Ark of the Covenant stood, were holy. God was
present there!
With reference to the previous section, there are still people today who
believe that God is only present in church buildings, or at least that He is
present there in a very special way. They are convinced the church is
the house of the Lord. It is hallowed ground! Therefore, out of respect
for God’s presence, certain things just are not done there: You don’t
15

smoke or swear and you certainly don’t speak loudly; you wear your
best clothes and only sing certain traditional songs accompanied by
certain holy instruments.
If you still think and believe that God is present in a particular way at
certain special places of worship, you have missed a big and important
part of the good news of the Kingdom. Something radical has occurred
since Old Testament times when places of worship for meeting God
were so limited. The King was born!















         
        







           




In the Kingdom, you and I do not live from meeting to meeting with God
at a very special place. We live in a permanent relationship with the
16

King.
We live in His presence, on holy land, always and
everywhere. If I may use the story of Exodus 3 as an image: You and I
should always live and farm barefoot.
The King did most of His teaching outside the temple or synagogues.
He met people where they lived and worked: In houses and gardens;
beside the road and under trees; on hills and on the beach; in
cemeteries and fishing boats. If you expect the King to speak to you
only in church, you will miss 90% of what He wants to say to you. He
speaks to you all the time and everywhere about everything in many
different ways – though He usually speaks through His Word. After all,
He is the King. Because of what He did on the cross, all places are now
holy. All land is holy land once more, because Jesus reconciled
everything to God and because He is Immanuel – God with us! His
presence makes everywhere holy – your cattle pens, maize fields,
banana plantations, orchards and vineyards, your home and your
vehicle. Realize this and the table is set for the coming of the Kingdom
in agriculture.



         


Day 6
The Kingdom is not somewhere in the distant future
South Africa was privileged to host the 2010 Soccer World Cup. The
Soccer World Cup is a great event and it takes the host country a long
time to prepare for it. That is why the host country is usually appointed
six years before the event is to take place. Such was the case with
South Africa. The announcement that South Africa was to host the 2010
World Cup immediately affected everything in the country. The future
made itself felt in the present. It had an influence on everything:
 Planning and budget debates on a broad front
 Infrastructure development
 Foreign investment
 Safety and security
 Job creation and entrepreneurial projects
17









Tourism and the textile industry
The advertising and billboard industry
School and university holidays
The story line of local soap operas
Daily conversations of ordinary citizens
The dreams of young sportsmen and women
Etcetera

The days were counted off ... 365... 364 ... 363 ... Everything
proclaimed: Something of great importance for everyone is about to
happen! Official announcements made it definite – it would happen!
The official and irrevocable announcement in 2004 and the real
occurrence in 2010 therefore had an all-encompassing influence on the
present (the years between 2004 and 2010) from the past and the future.
But, the Soccer World Cup came and went. In time, it will merely be
remembered as one of many great sporting events in history. The
excitement about it and the influence it exerted on people’s lives were
transient.
More than 2000 years ago, God made an official and irrevocable
announcement. He made this announcement through His Son!
With the coming of Jesus, the Messiah-King, about 2000 years ago (in
the past), the future reality of God’s Kingdom broke into the present and,
in many respects, has already become a reality now.
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Because of the first coming of King Jesus, and in expectation of His
second coming, the Kingdom of God is coming in the present daily.
Jesus is already reigning as King. He has already conquered the world
(John 16:33). He has already overcome the devil (Hebrews 2:14) and has
risen from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:20). He already determines the
course of world history (Revelation 5:5). There is no reason to be
pessimistic. Although the battle is often fierce the final outcome is
already known: The King has won! The King keeps on winning! The
King will win! He is Victorious unto eternity.
Rejoice, my friend, rejoice! Take courage! There is a good and mighty
King on the throne! Allow Him to be the King of your life and you will be
safe. Allow Him to influence everything in your life, the way the soccer
world cup influenced everything in the country. Then His Kingdom will
come in your life.




          
         


Day 7
The Kingdom is not bound to a particular time
The Kingdom of God did not begin when Jesus was born on earth.
God’s Kingdom was, is and will be unto eternity (Psalm 145:13 and
Daniel 2:44, and Revelation 11:15). It is not a passing matter like the Soccer
World Cup. Its influence is certainly not temporary! On the contrary, the
triumphal procession of God’s Kingdom is unstoppable (Colossians 2:15
and 1 Peter 3:19, and 2 Corinthians 2:14). It goes from strength to strength
(Isaiah 9:5-6)! As yeast leavens the dough, so the Kingdom influences
19

everyone and everything it touches (Matthew 13:33).
coming! Nothing and no-one can stop it.

The Kingdom is



           





















           








You need not be afraid of waking up one morning and discovering that a
coup d’état has taken place and our wonderful King has been deposed.
Countries that dominate the world come and go. Presidents come and
go. Political parties come and go. State policy comes and goes. But,
through it all, the King, our King, remains on the throne.
Come Africa! Come every agricultural community! Take courage! The
Kingdom of God has come and is still coming every day! Be positive
and excited. Put your hand to the plough and do not look back (Luke
9:62)!
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Day 8
The Kingdom is not all up in the air
How would you describe your ideal farm? What do you desire?
...................................................................................................................
I really want our farm to be heaven on earth. Let me explain why.
The church so often only focuses on getting people off the earth and into
heaven. The only emphasis is on saving souls. (Often neglecting people.)
Jesus is only proclaimed Saviour.
People sub-consciously start
believing that it is only about heaven. You need to accept Jesus now so
that your soul will not be lost if you should die suddenly, but will go to
heaven instead. Life on earth and the earth itself are insignificant – they
are inferior and unimportant.
I think the idea that it is only about heaven and not about earth, is the
most important reason the church and the world are the way they are.
That is why most churches are not involved in ecological issues. That is
why Africa, in spite of its many churches and millions of people who call
themselves Christians, is still characterized by poverty, sickness, famine
and bad agricultural practices, corruption, conflict, unemployment and
work dodging.
Should the church not also focus on bringing part of heaven down to
earth?
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It is our job (and that of the Church) to make sure that part of heaven
becomes visible on earth now. We must proclaim Jesus to people as
LORD and King. He must reign and His will must be done on earth, here
and now. God loves this world and the King came to earth.
Heaven on earth farming therefore means:
 Here and now
 as saved agriculturalists,
 accepting the authority of the King over our lives and farms
 and therefore obeying His will in our lives on our farms just
as it is already being obeyed in heaven.
When that happens, the Kingdom has come. The Kingdom therefore is
not all up in the air. It must be established on earth by you and me
obeying God’s will 24/7 here and now. You must obey His will on the
farm too. People must already be able to see something of heaven on
earth when they look at your farm and your business.
You are mistaken if your think the Kingdom is pie in the sky when you
die. The more you and I obey God here and now, the clearer His
Kingdom will become here and now in agriculture.
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Day 9
The Kingdom of God demands that you choose
The Kingdom of God is an eternal Kingdom. It was, and it is, and it will
be (past, present and future)! From eternity to eternity, God is King. Yet we
may divide His reign into four periods:
 The time when there was no rebellion against God’s Kingdom;
 The time after Satan and a third of the angels rebelled and
tempted people to rebel against God (Jude 6 and Revelation 12:4);
 The time after Jesus came and conquered evil (Colossians 2:15;
Hebrews 2:14-15; 1 John 3:8; Revelation 12:7-9). [Remember, the war was
won, but individual battles may still be lost. Therefore, you should put on the armour
of God.];

 After the second coming when God’s Kingdom is no longer
contested.
• 1 Corinthians 15:24-28
• Philippians 2:10-11
• 2 Thessalonians 2:8
• Revelation 21:1-8
In both the Old and the New Testament we read about God’s general
and specific (special) reign, although these specific words are not used.
Although God reigns over all of creation in general, He reigns in the lives
of His people, His church and His children in a very specific and special
manner. By obeying Him sincerely, His children demonstrate their
recognition and acceptance of His kingship. But not all people accept
His kingship. The world is continually rising up against Him and so earth
still does not look like heaven.
Whether people accept God’s kingship or not, His Kingdom came when
the King (Jesus) came to the world – it literally broke into the present
from the past and the future (like the Soccer World Cup). The one day of
the final Kingdom is already slowly being realized. The coming of the
King was the most important turning point in world history.
 His coming heralds the full revelation of God’s royal might and
majesty.
 His coming heralds the time for the salvation and deliverance of
God’s Creation and His children.
 His coming heralds the time for God’s judgment over all His
enemies.
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Therefore, Jesus’ coming and His Kingdom demands that everyone
make a choice. Do they accept His kingship or do they rebel against it?
Everyone must choose - for Him or against Him! Those who choose
Him and believe in Him will not be condemned. They have already
crossed over from death into eternal life. Those who do not believe
have already been condemned because of their disbelief.



         






































Have you made the right choice yet?
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Day 10
The Kingdom is not only the business of a pastor or
minister
When the Romans conquered a country (kingdom), the Roman emperor
appointed people he trusted and knew well in a particular position. He
sent them to convince the people of that country that it would be to their
advantage to subject themselves to the emperor and the authority of the
Roman Empire. They also had to set an example of the way Roman
citizens should live. The people the emperor sent out in this way were
called apostles. They were sent on behalf of the highest authority in the
Roman Empire. The word apostle is closely linked to the message of a
new kingdom that has many advantages for all its citizens.
When Jesus had to choose a descriptive name for His first disciples, He
did not use a religious term from the Old Testament. He used the
Roman word apostolos instead.
This background helps us to
understand the position and the task of the apostles in the Bible. They
had to proclaim the message of the Kingdom of God and explain the
lifestyle of this Kingdom. They also had to set a practical example of
how to live as citizens of the new Kingdom to everyone who believed
and accepted the message of the Kingdom.
Although not all Christians hold the position of Apostle (as referred to in
Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Corinthians 12:28), everyone has an apostolic calling
and command. Everyone has been sent! In John 17:18 the Greek
word apostello is used twice and is translated as sent. As God the
Father sent Jesus to proclaim the Kingdom of God, so Jesus sends us to
tell the world of the advantages of His Kingdom. The fact that God
forgives the sins of those who believe in the Gospel, pulls them out of
the power of darkness and puts them under the dominion of His Son is
very good news (Colossians 1:13-14).
Jesus came, and by His death and resurrection, conquered the Kingdom
of Darkness and established the Kingdom of God. But, the citizens of
the kingdom of darkness keep clinging to the old kingdom they are
accustomed to. They battle to believe that the Kingdom of God
overflows with advantages for them. Therefore, Jesus apostello-d (John
17:18 = sent as His senders) you and me to them:
 on His behalf
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 to go and witness about the advantages of God’s Kingdom
 and urge them to turn their back on the kingdom of darkness
 and to become part of God’s Kingdom – His own people (Acts
26:18).





























You and I have a double calling:    
 It is our task to convince people of the advantages of
God’s Kingdom for them. However, our words will not convince them if
our lives do not illustrate the same message. People want to see what
the privileges of God’s Kingdom are. They do not merely want to hear
about it.






         


        



26

Day 11
You may rule on behalf of the King
God made Adam and Eve very special. He made them almost like
Himself, because He wanted them to represent Him on the farm,
Paradise. Therefore, He created this piece of land with care and wisdom
and prepared it for them. His original purpose was that they would work
it and take care of it with the same love He had in making it. He would
always be there so that they could speak to Him about anything at any
time. He would guide and advise them. They would gradually discover
the full potential of everything He created and would learn to utilize it to
His honour. They would live in a perfect relationship with God, each
other and the land. They would work for Him and would enjoy reporting
back to Him daily about everything they had done on His behalf. They
would not work in order to survive. No, they would live because God
gave them His breath and a paradise full of tasty and nutritious seeds of
plants and fruit from the trees (Genesis 1:29). By working, they would
reign over the earth. Their work would illustrate their sincere gratitude
for the privilege of representing God. It would be their way of glorifying
and honouring Him. Their work would be their worship! [The Bible uses
the Hebrew word  for both work and worship. Sometimes it is translated as
service. Work is nothing but service to God!] God’s heart for them was to live

and farm in paradise. We could say that what He wanted for them was
heaven on earth farming.
This is God’s heartfelt desire for you!
But as you know, things went badly wrong. Adam and Eve thought they
knew better and made the wrong decision. [Yes, they could think and decide
for themselves because God made them almost like Himself.] The consequence
of their disobedience was that their relationship with each other, with
God and with the rest of creation was shattered (Genesis 3 and 4). They
blamed each other and their children killed each other. Paradise was
filled with thorns and their bodies covered in sweat. Pain became a daily
burden. All of creation bore the scars of sin. Worship was replaced by
fear and people tried to hide from God. Adam and Eve gave their (and
our) authority away. They gave it to the devil (Luke 4:6)! Death, instead
of life, got the final say.
This is not what God wants – it is not what He wants for you.
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So God said that a day would come when He would do something to
achieve His original purpose with people, and with you (Genesis 3:15).
And that day has come! He sent a new Adam, His own Son, Jesus (1
Corinthians 15:45). He conquered the devil – crushed his head! We know
that the disobedience of the first Adam led to our spiritual death and we
all became sinners. God says that we may be equally sure of the
consequences of the second Adam. Because of His obedience, the life
we lost has been returned to us and we are completely absolved from all
our sin (Romans 5:12-21). Because of what Christ, the second Adam did,
God restored our relationship with Him, with people and with creation.
Christ conquered evil and He gives us His victory. In and through our
unity with the second Adam, you and I are again given the opportunity to
live and farm as representatives of the King!
With the coming of the second Adam, the child who was born, Jesus
Christ the LORD, the Kingdom is within our grasp.
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You must reign over your land on behalf of Christ the King. You must
proclaim His Kingship there. But, you must also rule over sin.
Therefore, you may no longer listen to the devil as though he has any
say. Listen to the King and obey Him.


        


         



          





Day 12
What is the conviction of your heart?

The convictions of your heart determine your life (Proverbs 4:23). It
determines the way you receive the seed of the Kingdom in your heart.
Will the seed take root and bear fruit because the conviction of your
heart is true and in line with the Word? Or will it land between the rocks
and weeds because your heart has been hardened by false and wrong
convictions?
May the King convince you of the following by His Word and His Spirit:
1

The Kingdom is coming! It gives life and is like seed that
germinates and grows vigorously. The tree grows taller and the
roots stronger. It cracks the concrete paths around the house, lifts
the foundations, cracks the walls. It happens slowly, but the
consequences are clearer to see each day. Similarly, the King is
on a triumphal march! Nothing and no-one can conquer Him or
prevent the coming of His Kingdom, even if the world pretends that
Christians are “losers”! Come, become part of this victorious team!

2

The Kingdom is not an incidental matter! John the Baptist,
Jesus and Paul all aimed their preaching at the Kingdom. It was
important for them to teach people about it. Therefore, it must be
important to you and me to be taught about the Kingdom. It is not
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just a by-the-way-matter. It is the main matter - the matter around
which everything revolves. I encourage you: The main thing is to
keep the main thing the main thing!
3

It is all about the King. If everything is still all about you, your
ministry, your church, your farm and your own interest, the seed of
the Kingdom will really battle to root in your heart and to bear fruit
in you. You will have to reach the point where you call out
honestly and earnestly like John the Baptist,   

       (John 3:30 in the
Good News Bible). Put the crown on His head where it belongs. But,
be warned: It is very difficult to recognize spiritual pride and
selfishness in your own life.

4

You cannot put the King under house arrest! 


             
     (Jeremiah 23:23-24 in the Good News Bible).
You cannot hide from God. Nor can you hide or lock Him away in
church buildings so that He cannot see you. If you are able to lock
Him away so that He cannot reign outside, then He is not the King
but merely an idol.
5

The Kingdom is not bound to a particular place. Christ
reconciled all our land with God – yours and mine. By coming
down to earth as Immanuel and walking the earth, He sanctified
the land on which we live and farm. We are now in His direct
presence everywhere! It is time to start farming barefoot! Do not
sin on holy land. His Kingdom comes wherever we do His will and
honour His Name. Dwell with God. Do not just sit at His feet now
and then.

6

The Kingdom is not somewhere in the distant future. The
Kingdom is here. The King has been born! The King is coming
again! The past and the future change everything in the present.
You can already enjoy many of the privileges of the Kingdom on
your farm and in your business. Just do it!
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7

The Kingdom is not bound to time. It is not a passing matter.
Everything is not headed for chaos and misery. The bad things we
see now are merely birth pains – they proclaim the coming of a
new dispensation. It is the beginning of a new beginning! The
Kingdom is eternal! His Kingdom is the only kingdom that will
remain – the rest will soon be destroyed. Do not allow the bad
things you see to discourage you –stand tall, chin up (Luke 21:2528).

8

The Kingdom is not all up in the air. God’s Kingdom comes
where and when people obey His will. A heaven on earth farm is
within reach. The more you obey Him, the more you will
experience it.

9

The Kingdom of God demands that you choose. God starts
changing your whole life when you bow before the King. If you
bow before Him now you will not be forced into it some time in the
future with everyone else who is unwilling to do so (Philippians 2:911). Please make the right choice. Choose the King and His
Kingdom.

10

The Kingdom is not just the business of a pastor or minister.
You are a farmer who has been sent; an apostolic agriculturalist
or worker. Go and tell everyone about your wonderful King and
the privileges of His Kingdom. Explain and demonstrate life in
God’s Kingdom to others. Get a move on – the King has sent you!

11

You may reign on behalf of the King once more. The King
does not reign alone. He does not do everything Himself. He has
restored you and me to our original position. Now we can and
must reign over the earth as His representatives (cf. Hebrews 2:8).
We have regained our kingship through Him. What a privilege to
reign over the piece of land He has given you; to reign on behalf of
the King. If you do not see yourself as a king who must reign on
behalf of the King, the Kingdom will battle to come where you live
and farm.
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PART 2
Basic Truths about the Kingdom
One of the most important texts is probably Matthew 6:33.


(NIV)


            
(Living Bible).

      
          
(The Message)
The question is: What is the first thing you and I must seek? When is
the Kingdom coming? When what happens will the Kingdom of God
come?
To help you answer these questions and carry out the instruction in
Matthew 6:33, I will explain the Kingdom to you using five basic truths.
The Kingdom is about:
 God as King;
 Obedience to the will of the King;
 Victory of the King over evil;
 Restoration brought about by the King;
 The Second Coming of the King.

Day 13
The Kingdom is all about the King (1)
The Kingdom of God is especially about the following five important
issues:
 God as King;
 Obedience to the will of the King;
 Victory of the King over evil;
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 Restoration brought about by the King;
 The Second Coming of the King.
[I will repeat this often so that you will remember it.]

In the first instance, the Kingdom is about GOD as KING.
God is King. Jesus is the LORD. In the Kingdom, God reveals Himself
as the Creator and Saviour of people and of all of creation. In the
Kingdom, He reveals His might and His dominion. The Kingdom is
about God’s eternal might; His wisdom and excellence; His fantastic
nature and character; His unchanging, good and beautiful attributes.
God is more than words can say, therefore He revealed Himself to
Moses in a very special way.







          




        








        



The Father does not have different qualities or a different personality
and nature to Jesus. As Jesus was, and is and eternally will be, so is
the Father. Jesus came to reveal God to us in a way that words cannot
do. In and through Jesus, you and I can get to know the King personally
and have an intimate relationship with Him.
The King and His Kingdom are inseparable – they cannot be separated.
The Kingdom is the Kingdom because the King is the King. You cannot
share in the Kingdom of God unless Jesus is your King.
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The Kingdom of God is therefore not something you need to understand.
It is not a theory I want to explain to you. It is a relationship. Therefore,
God did not merely send a message (a definition of the Kingdom) from
heaven to earth with the angels. He came Himself as King, because the
relationship is important to Him. He came to introduce Himself to us.
He came to restore the relationship between Him and us (Romans 5:1)
and He invited us to daily live in this relationship with Him (John 15:1-8
and Galatians 2:19-20).
The Kingdom comes when you and I have a relationship with God
and continually praise, honour and worship Him because He is Who He
says He is: The King.


       
          




Day 14
The Kingdom is about
obedience to the will of the King (2)
The Kingdom of God is especially about the following five important
issues:
 God as King;
 Obedience to the will of the King;
 Victory of the King over evil;
 Restoration brought about by the King;
 The Second Coming of the King.
Secondly, it is about OBEDIENCE TO THE WILL OF THE KING.
Jesus is Lord – He must reign! The New Testament refers to Jesus as
Lord (The Lord) more often than it refers to Him as Saviour. According to
Steve Murrell, in Acts Jesus is only called Saviour twice, but He is called
Lord, 92 times. The New Testament refers to Him as Saviour 24 times,
but as Lord, 747 times (Een tot een – pg. 14). It is not for you to decide
whether you are going to obey Jesus or not. He IS Lord and King and
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therefore He MUST be obeyed. Jesus Himself asks,   



            




 




           





The world is as it is because we do not teach people right from the start
that they should obey the King. Therefore many Christians believe they
can decide for themselves when to obey God and when not to. They
believe that they know better. They consider His instructions mere
recommendations. This is disastrous. It soon leads to catastrophe!
People are arrogant – they disobey the King and then blame Him for the
mess caused by their own foolishness and disobedience (cf. Proverbs
Ignore the King and you will gradually realize that the
19:3).
consequences of your foolish choice are evil and bitter (cf. Jeremiah 2:1719). If you consider Who the King is, how wonderful He is, you are plain
foolish if you do not listen to Him. Why would you want to harm yourself
in this way? Do not do it!
However, where the will of the King is done, there is heaven on earth
(Matthew 6:10). There His Kingdom comes. Let me share my practical

experience with you: Do what the King says, and you will never have to
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worry about the consequences. Leave the consequences to Him. He
will accept responsibility for and take care of the consequences because
He is the King and all the power in heaven and earth belongs to Him.
The better you get to know the King, the greater will be your desire to do
as He says.
The Kingdom comes when you confess that the will and desires of the
King are best, and then pray: Spirit of God, grant in me the desire to do
the will of the King to the best of my ability, because His will is very
good.






        







Day 15
The Kingdom is about
The King’s victory over evil (3)
The Kingdom of God is especially about the following five important
issues:
 God as King;
 Obedience to the will of the King;
 Victory of the King over evil;
 Restoration brought about by the King;
 The Second Coming of the King.
Thirdly, the Kingdom is about THE KING’S VICTORY OVER EVIL and
all the powers of chaos and destruction.
This is confirmed by Jesus’ exorcism of devils and evil spirits; His
blamelessness; His refusal to give in to the temptations of the devil; and
His resurrection.
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The Kingdom of God came in all these victories. Jesus achieved it all by
His obedience to God (Philippians 2:8-11). Now it is our responsibility to let
the Kingdom come by being obedient and thereby achieving victory after
victory. The King makes us willing and enables us to do His will
(Philippians 2:12-13).
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People may be able to survive drought and floods; we succeed in
healing disease and mending things that are broken; we overcome
stumbling blocks in our way and communicate across vast distances;
we execute technological wonders and achieve scientific breakthroughs.
People’s achievements are impressive, BUT … we cannot control and
change ourselves. People are immoral, reckless, licentious, unloving
and godless – just plain evil.
The first victory you need to achieve for the Kingdom to come in you is
victory over yourself. You must conquer your selfishness and greed;
your willfulness and argumentativeness; your temper and abusive
language; your bitterness and desire for revenge; your unwillingness to
forgive and absolve; your desire to insist on your rights while often
begrudging others theirs. You must gain victory over sinful desires,
thoughts and habits. You must conquer your feelings of inferiority and
arrogance. The me in all our lives must be conquered so that the King
can ascend to the throne in our lives. This all means that you must die
with Christ to be dead to sin. Then we can conquer with Him by rising
from death and living for God (Romans 6 and Galatians 2:19-20).
Get help from the King if you are battling to conquer yourself because
He is the Victorious Conqueror who lets you share in His victory and
makes you victorious too. Expect everything from Him!
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Day 16
The Kingdom is about the
restoration brought about by the King (4)
The Kingdom of God is especially about the following five important
issues:
 God as King;
 Obedience to the will of the King;
 Victory of the King over evil;
 Restoration brought about by the King;
 The Second Coming of the King.
In the fourth instance, it is about the RESTORATION OF PEOPLE AND
CREATION in accordance with God’s original intention.
Therefore, Jesus came to restore the relationship between God and
EVERYTHING (not just people) He created. In His preaching, Jesus
proclaimed the restoration and by His miracles He demonstrated the
restoration. Jesus restored everything to their rightful place in the
Kingdom. He healed what was broken by sin. [The final restoration will occur
with the Second Coming.]






This is the good news of the Kingdom: Jesus came to restore our
relationship with God; and the relationship between our land and God.
We should just believe it and start living accordingly. You and I do not
need to work and achieve to gain God’s favour. We just need to believe
that Jesus gave us the same perfect relationship He has with the Father
by His grace and free of charge. Our relationship with God is restored
by faith in Jesus and not by keeping the law.
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When your relationship with God has been restored, all your other
relationships also start to heal: your relationship with other people and
with creation. I am old enough to testify that I have seen that real
conversions have restored more marriages and saved more farming
businesses than anything else. Why? Because the restoration that is
peculiar to the Kingdom of God does not only occur by means of
miracles. It usually comes through obedience. When you make Jesus
King and obey Him you will realize that many problems will solve
themselves, not to mention how many will be prevented. Things just
start working the way they should.
The Kingdom of God comes when someone is converted; when a
marriage is restored or a father and son are reconciled; when an
employer and employee forgive and pray for each other; when a field
that was overgrazed is restored to its former glory due to good
management; when you farm your land in a sustainable and responsible
manner;
when good stewardship results in the restoration of
ecosystems; when sick people or animals are healed; when you get up
when you have fallen, whether into sin, disappointment or a financial
setback (Proverbs 24:16; Psalm 145:14). When the LORD turns your tears
into laughter, removes your clothes of mourning and clothes you with
joy, restoration and healing have occurred (Psalm 30:6, and verses 12-13).
I repeat – restoration occurs in every sphere when you and I start
obeying the King in that sphere. When we do His will on earth as it is
done in heaven then heaven comes on earth.


        
       
 [Stop procrastinating and accept Him as your Saviour and
Lord now. It is foolish to put it off until tomorrow. The wise say, I should have
done it yesterday therefore I will not put it off any longer.]
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Day 17
The Kingdom is all about
the Second Coming of the King (5)
The Kingdom of God is especially about the following five important
issues:
 God as King;
 Obedience to the will of the King;
 Victory of the King over evil;
 Restoration brought about by the King;
 The Second Coming of the King.
In the fifth instance, it is about the SECOND COMING OF THE KING.
Citizens of the Kingdom expect this day to arrive at any moment. The
Day when the King finally destroys evil by the breath of His mouth and
the glory of His appearance (2 Thessalonians 2:8b). On this day, all who
have died in Christ will be raised from death (1 Corinthians 15:21-23). This
is the day on which all of creation will be set free in keeping with the
glory and freedom of God’s children (Romans 8:21). On this day, the new
heaven and the new earth will come and God will live with His people
(Revelation 21:1-5). It is the day of the wedding feast and the bride (Church
- believers) will meet her Bridegroom (Jesus) and she will be blameless
and perfect (Jude 24 and 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24). On this day we who are
believers will be completely redeemed and will receive our inheritance
(Ephesians 1:14 and Romans 8:17).
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Citizens of the Kingdom believe these promises and continually pray for
this day to come (Revelation 22:6-21). Therefore, they strive towards living
holy, obedient lives dedicated to God (2 Peter 3:8-18 and 1 John 3:2-3).
The Kingdom was. The Kingdom is. The Kingdom is coming and will
eternally be! All who believe in Jesus and bow before Him as King
share in this glorious eternal Kingdom. I feel very sorry for you if you are
only living for this life and putting your hope on the King for the now
Kingdom. There is so much more to look forward to.
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PART 3
The King reigns over everything
You already know that the Kingdom is all about the King. It is one of five
basic truths. Therefore, you must get to know the King better. You must
be convinced that He rules over EVERYTHING. Therefore, in this
section we are going to take a closer look at Colossians 1:9-21 and the
first eight chapters of 2 Kings.

Day 18
Your convictions determine your life
If you want people to change the way they live, you must help (convince)
them to change their way of thinking and what they believe. The
conviction of your heart determines your whole life (Proverbs 4:23). Every
lie you believe, every wrong idea or perception, has bad consequences
for your life. Research has shown that it is your convictions about the
following things that determine the direction of your life – good or bad.
Your convictions about:
 Who God is;
 Who and what people are (individuals and community);
 Labour (people’s tasks);
 Creation and
 Time.
Together these things determine your perception of truth and your
worldview. These convictions are mostly formed in the first 4-5 years of
a child’s life. It is very difficult to change these convictions later in life - it
requires a miracle of God. Therefore, Paul encourages us,   

 (cf. Romans
12:1-2).

This brings us to a very important conclusion: A community is the
way it is because the people in the community believe what they
believe. They become and are what they believe. This is also true
about you and the people who live, work and farm with you. The
conviction of their heart determines their way of life.
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The following sketch illustrates this well. The more lies there are at the
root (conviction of the heart), the less fruit the tree bears. (The sketch is from
the book of Darrow Miller, Discipling Nations – page 176)

T
L

=
=

Truth
Lie

What do you believe about God and about Jesus? Who is Jesus? In
Matthew 16:13-17 Jesus asks two questions. He addresses these
questions to you too.
 Who do the people (where you are) say I am?
.........................................................................................................
 But you, who do you say I am?
.........................................................................................................
Paul knew that the Colossians’ conviction about who Jesus is would
determine their way of life. He was grateful that they were saved but
He was not satisfied that they were only saved. He prays for much
more (Colossians 1:9-10):
a – Knowledge 
b – Life 
b – Life 
a – Knowledge 
Paul knew that if the Colossians knew God better their lives would
change and they would bear more fruit. I want to help you (in PART 4 & 5)
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to live the way citizens of God’s Kingdom should. But first I want to help
you to get to know the King better and to think differently about Him.


         



Day 19
A song about the King for the King
There are two kingdoms in Colossians 1:13:
 The kingdom of darkness (dominion of darkness);
 The Kingdom of His beloved Son (the Son He loves).
God pulled the Colossians from the kingdom of darkness into the
Kingdom of His Son. He saved them and put them under a new
authority. He set them free and gave them a new King. They should
have been eternally grateful to God. They had been saved, but they
did not live the way citizens of the new Kingdom should. They did
not really know the King or His will. They had to receive further
teaching in this regard.
With reference to Paul’s prayer for the Colossians to get to know God
better, he quotes a song in Colossians 1:15-20 that explains who Jesus
really is! The song begins by saying that Jesus came to show us who
God is (we have already covered this point)! The song consists of two
parallel parts:
†
Jesus holds the first and most important position in creation
(1:15-17)

†

Jesus holds the first and most important position in the
church (1:18-20)

In a secular community such as the one in which we live these two
(church and creation) are completely separated from each other and
God is limited to the church or so-called spiritual sphere. The church is
where He belongs and He should concern Himself with the spiritual
things of the church. As far as the rest is concerned, God is irrelevant,
of no value and meaningless. Because we have put God in His place (in
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a church building, under house arrest), removed Him from the community so

that He has no say or influence there, people of the church no longer
have an influence on the community or on agriculture. They are neither
salt nor light. Their conviction is that, in contrast to the church,
agriculture is no place for God. Agriculture is only about science,
technology and biology. Agriculture is for things that are real: visible,
measurable, predictable, edible and saleable.
If your view of the truth is that there is a radical division between the
spiritual and physical world, then you have a dualistic worldview. If
you also believe that you can limit God’s involvement and authority to
the spiritual world, then you have a secular (God is absent) and
dualistic (two worlds) worldview. Your world consists of two parts but
God is absent in one of them. [Examples of how people are influenced by a
secular-dualistic worldview are found in the study and DVD about “Types of
Christians”. They may be ordered from AMOS.]

In Colossians 1:15-20 we see that Jesus is just as relevant to agriculture
as He is to the church. Those who want to limit the power or say of the
King to the church and to invisible and spiritual things, are insulting Him!
Jesus holds the top position in Creation! He is ... (Colossians 1:15-17)
 Creator of ALL THINGS
John 1:1-3; Hebrews 1:1-3
 Sustainer / Regulator of ALL THINGS
Genesis 8:22; Hebrews 1:3; Acts 17:24-28a
Psalm 65:7-14; Psalm 148:5-6
 Focus of ALL THINGS
All things demonstrate the power and wisdom of our God
(Psalm 8 and 19:1-7, and Romans 1:18 et seq.) and all
things worship Him (Psalm 148 and Revelation 5:13)
Jesus holds the top position in creation, but He also holds the top
position in the church (Colossians 1:18-20). There is no place for
dualism of any kind!
 Jesus is Lord over ALL
 ALL is important to Him
 He is involved in ALL

= agriculture and church and …
= agriculture and church and …
= agriculture and church and …
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 ALL should praise Him
 His territory is EVERYWHERE

= agriculture and church and …
= agriculture and church and …

What applies to agriculture also applies to every other sphere of reality
and every other occupation. Whatever you can think of, it is God’s
sphere and He has power and authority over it.
The Kingdom of God is greater and encompasses much more than
the church. God does not only reign over the church. The King reigns
over EVERYTHING.







         



Day 20
The King has power and authority over
everything and everyone
Let us take the first eight chapters of 2 Kings as an example. No
matter the context or message of this specific Scripture, all these
portions confirm God’s power and authority.
 Over fire 
 Over windstorms 
 Over animals            

 Over water / source of water 
 Over foodstuffs / oil 
 Over death 
 Over toxins and poison 

 Over quantity / more and less 
 Over disease and health 
 Over gravity 
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Over sight 
Over the future and enemy forces 
Over land ownership 
Over time 
Over rulers 

Many more examples may be added:
 God determines things such as fertility in people, animals and
plants 
 Disintegration and wear and tear 
 People and nations and wars 
 Wealth and prosperity 
 The sun 
 Time: for sowing and reaping; heat/cold; summer/winter; day/night

 Kind of soil and the fertility thereof 
 He is stronger than any evil power – all are inferior to Him and
must obey Him 
The list is endless. Jesus is Lord and King over everything and
everyone, and that is final! All of Scripture testifies to this truth! What is
the meaning of this for you and me in agriculture? We will go into this on
Day 21.
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Day 21
The King has power and authority over
everything and everyone (2)
Jesus is LORD and King over everything and everyone. All of Scripture
testifies to this truth! What does this entail for you and me in agriculture?
Here are some examples:
1.

There is no dualism. You cannot limit Jesus (God) to the church
or spiritual sphere. He is the King of the church and the world; of
things visible and invisible; over heavenly and earthly things. Both
the church and agriculture are God’s territory! Confess that
dualism is a sin.

2.

You are doing the Lord’s work when you farm (or whatever
other job you are doing). The Lord’s work cannot be limited to
something ministers, pastors or missionaries do. You can and
must farm for the Lord full-time (24/7). You do not need to be
ordained to work for the Lord full time. (Read Colossians 3:22 - 4:1.)
The instruction to make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20) does not
replace the instruction to live, farm and conserve land (Genesis 1:28
and 2:15). Both these instructions are still valid today.

3.

Jesus can help you make disciples and to farm. He says that
all authority in heaven and on earth belongs to Him and He is not
lying. It is encouraging to know that He is always with us. These
encouraging words are not only true when it comes to making
disciples. They also apply when we teach people to live and farm
in obedience to the King. They are also true when we carry out
the instruction in Genesis 1:28 while struggling to overcome many
obstacles. Almighty Jesus is present to help us!

4.

Jesus is involved in everything and has authority over
everything. Pray against predators and intruder plants. Pray for
the fertility of our animals and for nourishing grass. Pray about
water resources and safety on farms. Pray about the most
practical problems you are experiencing. Pray about the things
that cause chaos and misery in your community: alcohol abuse;
marital problems and dysfunctional families; unemployment and
poverty; beliefs that are contrary to the Word, and disobedience to
the King. Pray for God’s blessing on all you do (cf. Deuteronomy
28:1-14). Pray about everything (Philippians 4:6-7) and then do what
the Lord (King) tells you to do (John 2:5 and Luke 6:46).
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5.

Jesus is also Lord / King of agriculture. The King must be
obeyed everywhere and not only in the church. Let Him teach you
how to do the right thing at the right time and in the right way (cf.
Isaiah 28:23-29). His will must be done in everything: ecological
issues such as pollution and global warming; financial planning
and management, and the remuneration of workers; labour
relations and farming practice; the responsible and sustainable use
of natural resources, etcetera. His advice should be sought in
everything and His will obediently done.

6.

Jesus (God) maintains everything. He is responsible for the
order and structure of Creation (cf. Psalm 148:6). God’s creation is
not chaotic. He maintains the laws of nature (Hebrews 1:3).
Science and technology are possible because of the order in
Creation. We can and must research the way things work so that
we can apply these things to agriculture to His glory and to our
advantage. Each new discovery proclaims God’s greatness and
wisdom.

7.

Jesus is enough! You need nothing and no-one else to save
you, to protect you, or to take care of you! Jesus does it all! You
need not fear fate or other dark powers. You need not honour
them or keep trying to appease them. Jesus has already
conquered everything that is a threat to us.

8.

Get to know Jesus better! It will change your life!!!! (Philippians 3).

9.

Praise and worship Jesus! Bow before Him. He is LORD and
King! Take delight in His presence! Admire His wisdom and His
great and eternal strength! Enjoy His love and favour. Keep
expressing your appreciation to Him.

10.

Do not allow yourself to be intimidated by evil. Evil pretends to
have unlimited power and to be able to do as he pleases with you.
But, the devil is the father of the lie. He and his accomplices are
not what they pretend to be. Consider his display of strength in the
life of Legion: when one Man appeared on the scene, Legion fell
to his knees because evil spirits know they are powerless in the
face of Jesus (Mark 5:1-17). Jesus shares His power and authority
over evil with His children (Luke 9:1). Therefore the devil (even
though he pretends to be a dangerous lion – 1 Peter 5:8) must flee from
God’s children when they oppose him in the Name of Jesus (James
4:7). God’s church (and you!) is a greater threat to evil than evil is to
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the church or to you (Matthew 16:18). You are part of the victory
team. He is not. All he has is a big mouth!
The kingship of Jesus must be understood, accepted and lived.
The kingship of Jesus is a head, heart and hands-issue! You must
believe in your heart, confess with your lips and prove with your
deeds that Jesus is the LORD and King of your life.
Enjoy it. Enjoy farming!


          
        



        
          


Day 22
The Kingdom comes when …
The Kingdom of God stretches across all of creation because He reigns
over everything. Everything is from Him, through Him and to Him. He
maintains it all by His powerful Word. The Kingdom of God becomes
visible when and where:
 People accept and honour Him as King;
 People do what the King says and obey His will;
 People conquer evil in the Name of the King;
 People become God’s fellow workers in restoring everything that
was destroyed by sin;
 People live in expectation, waiting for the King to return at any
time; preparing themselves for this special occasion the way a
bride prepares herself for her bridegroom.
In plain language: the kingship of Jesus must be understood,
accepted and lived. The kingship of Jesus is a head, heart and hands
issue! You must believe in your heart, confess with your lips and
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prove by your deeds that Jesus is the LORD and King of all your
life.





















Consider and answer the following in the light of the five basic truths
discussed here in PART 3: To what extent has the Kingdom of God
come and is it already visible? Give examples:
 In your own life:
..........................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................
 On your farm:
..........................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................
 In the agricultural community you are part of:
..........................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................
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PART 4
Entry into the Kingdom
How do you move to a foreign country and get citizenship? Preparation
for such a move usually takes a long time: You apply for a passport and
visa; decide how you are going to get there, what to take with you and
what to leave; decide where you are going to stay and what you are
going to do; you apply for a work permit, etcetera. You do not have
citizenship when you eventually reach your destination after months of
preparation. You usually need to live and work in the country for at least
five years, or marry someone from that country to obtain citizenship.
You then have double citizenship because people usually do not give up
citizenship of their country of birth (just in case they decide to return
there one day).
Is this how we get into the Kingdom of God? Certainly not!

Day 23
How do you obtain citizenship for the new Kingdom?
Remember, everyone is born into the kingdom of darkness (Psalm 51:5;
Romans 3:23 and 5:12, and Ephesians 2:1-3). We need to get out of this place
of darkness. But how?



          





God takes the initiative by pulling people from the power (kingdom) of
darkness and making them citizens of the Kingdom of His beloved Son.
We must always honour and thank God for it. But, we also have a
responsibility: we must believe!
The way citizenship to the new Kingdom is achieved may be
summarized as follows:
i)
Conversion (rebirth) (John 1:12-13 and 3:1-15)
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ii)

By faith, and not by doing something (Romans 3:21-28 and
10:1-4, and Ephesians 2:8-9)

iii)

Death and resurrection with Christ (Romans 6:1-11)

Clearly, it is not difficult or hard work to get into the Kingdom of God.
You get there by believing in Jesus. You get citizenship the instant
you believe. You do not have to wait for months, hoping to gain
citizenship some time in the future. It is clear that you cannot take
anything with you from the old kingdom because you do not pack
anything before you move. You die in the old kingdom (you are packed)
and rise in the new Kingdom. You are born into the Kingdom of God the
way a baby is born into a family.
Citizens of the Kingdom of God are all brand new people. Because of
their second birth (from God) they have a new identity. Now they are
children and friends of the King. They have a new status because all
their sins of the past, present and future have been forgiven and
forgotten due to the sacrifice Jesus made. They have been absolved
(Romans 5:1). They have been declared pure and holy. They have
become part of the royal family (Ephesians 2:19 and 1 Peter 2:9-10).
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Day 24
The whole being must enter the Kingdom of God
God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is three people, but one Godly
Being. We cannot fully understand the Holy Trinity of God but we
believe it because that is how God reveals Himself to us.
God created people in His image. Therefore, people are also triune.
We cannot fully understand this either, but we believe it because this is
how God speaks about us as people in His Word.
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spirit = pneuma

Soul = psuche

body = soma

This is the part of my
being by which I am linked
to God and the spirit
world.

This is the part of my
being in which I think,
reason, make decisions,
sense things and
experience emotions, and
have relationships with
people.

This is the part of my
being by means of which I
live
physically
and
outwardly express all that
happens in my spirit and
my soul.

Keep the following in mind:
1. Spirit, soul and body may be distinguished from each other, but
together they form a human being. They work together and influence
each other.
2. The Bible does not define these three ideas the way it defines faith in
Hebrews 11:1, for instance. Therefore, people’s definitions differ.
3. Many people believe that the spirit and the soul are the same, but
according to Hebrews 4:12 they differ.
4. The Greek word  is used for body in 1 Thessalonians 5:23. This
word does not indicate something that is sinful or inferior. It merely
indicates the outward, visible part of a person, as opposed to the
invisible spiritual side.
5. Spirit, soul and body have senses:
Body:
You hear physical sounds with your ears.
Soul:
Because of a relationship (good or bad) you hear
something other than what someone is saying.
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Spirit:
Body:

You hear God speaking to you.
You physically see with your eyes – the danger of an
oncoming vehicle on the wrong side of the road.
Soul:
You see the danger in a bad friendship or the attitude
in someone’s heart. You see someone’s point of view.
Paul prays for the eyes to the Ephesians’ hearts (NIV)
and minds (GNB) to be opened (Ephesians 1:18).
Spirit:
Elisha prays that the Lord will open his slave’s eyes so
that he will see what Elisha has already seen in the
spirit (2 Kings 6:16-17). In the last days, the Lord says,
young people will see visions. The problem is that
many of us are so spiritually dead that we cannot see,
hear or experience anything on this level. We are
physically over-developed, but spiritual babies (1
Corinthians 3:1 and Hebrews 6:1).
6. Spirit, soul and body have an identity:
Spirit:
Your identity is determined by your relationship with
God: Are you His child or not?
Soul:
Your identity is determined by your actions,
relationships, way of thinking and reasoning. Your
identity is determined by how you see others and how
you see yourself.
Body:
Your identity is determined by your gender and the
size, age and colour of your skin and eyes; and by
things such as your physical health or disability.
7. The sin and disobedience of Adam had a destructive effect (death) on
people’s spirit, soul and body.
Spirit:
The intimate relationship with God was destroyed.
Soul:
The joy of work and the unity between people
disappeared.
body:
Physical disease and death came into being.
We can draw some important conclusions from the above:
 There is no dualism inside people. One part is not better than the
other parts. Nor is one part inferior to the other parts. Not only
one part needs salvation. The entire being needs to be saved:
spirit, soul and body. The entire being must get into the Kingdom
of God (and heaven), not just the soul.
 The root of the problem lies at our spirit, because it is at this level
that our relationship with God was destroyed. Death entered there
and then expanded to the soul and the body.
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 The best and permanent solution to any problem lies at the root of
the problem. The cause of the problem needs to be addressed
first, and then the consequences of the problem. That is exactly
what God did. How He did so will be explained later.


      

          






Day 25
The root of the problem
Earlier (before we were reborn and became citizens of the Kingdom of God) we
were cut off / separated from God and the influence of His Spirit by a
wall of sin (Isaiah 59:2). God’s glory could not reach us (Romans 3:23 – …
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God - New International Version) and
therefore people no longer reflected the glory (Greek = ) of God. In
this sense, we were spiritually dead – to God but not to sin. Our spirit
was polluted by our inclination to sin that we inherited from Adam. We
were born with an inclination to sin (Psalm 51:7). We have a natural,
inbred inclination to give preference to sin and a sinful life.

, like the word  may be translated as flesh/body. However, it
usually indicates more than the outward appearance of people. When
Paul refers to our spontaneous inclination to sin, he uses the Greek
word (flesh).
After the Fall, the  took over everywhere: spirit, soul and body.
People were spiritually dead. They began making idols out of physical
things. They started listening to the devil and forming relationships with
demons. They began believing they were gods and began to act
accordingly. People made their own selfish decisions. They started
hating each other and relationships were messed up. They made their
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bodies available to sin.
“squashed” by sin.

Their entire being (spirit, soul and body) was

People headed for self-destruction and so God gave them His laws and
instructions. But, these laws and instructions were written on stones and
in books. They tried to influence people from the outside. This was
rarely successful. The playing field was not equal. The flesh  had
an unfair disadvantage because of its inclination to sin. We could
express it as follows: The law outside us fought a losing battle (Romans
8:3) against the flesh ( within us. The law could not help us gain
victory over the . And so God sent His own Son to us as a man
(human being). And that is the good news – the true Gospel! (Romans
8:1-4)

By the sacrifice of Jesus, all sin was removed forever. It no longer
separates us from God like a wall. In Jesus Christ, we regained the
glory  of God that we had lost (John 1:14). Christ came to show us
how someone with a Godly identity and glory should live in a human
body. But, He came to do more. By His Spirit, He came to live in us so
that you and I may fulfil (live) our calling in the Kingdom, namely, to live
with a Kingly (Godly) identity in a human body; to reflect the glory of the
LORD.







Day 26
Rebirth
You always start sweeping your house from the point furthest from the
door. You sweep from deep inside the house to the outside. This is
how God works too. When God restores the relationship between
Himself and someone, He starts at the spirit. He begins where the
problem started. But God does not restore the relationship on a spiritual
level only – He merely starts there. What does He do? He changes us
radically and makes us anew. How? By means of rebirth. Why?
Because the best and lasting solution to a problem lies at the root of the
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problem. And the root of the problem is this: Our first birth made us
heirs to Adam’s inclination to sin. The only payment we get for sin is
death (Romans 5:12 and 6:23).
This rebirth is a spiritual birth (John 3:3-6), a birth from God (John 1:13; 1
Peter 1:23). By virtue of this birth we become children of God and receive
a new identity (John 1:12 and 2 Corinthians 5:17). By virtue of this birth we
become one with Christ.
Something wonderful happens because of our unity with Christ: We are
spiritually circumcised. This means something is removed from our
spirit! What? Our inborn inclination to sin; our inclination to choose sin
instead of the will of God.













..........................................................................................................
God again did more than merely taking away our sinful nature. He came
to live in our clean house. By His Spirit, He moved in. Now His Spirit
keeps changing us to become more and more like Christ. In the process
the glory of the Lord that shines through us, increases (2 Corinthians 3:18).
There is growth.
You see, birth is never the end goal. Birth is the event that determines
your identity and forms the basis for growth: You increasingly become
what you are because of your birth. What is born a puppy will never
become anything other than a large dog. What is born a baby will grow
and become an adult. Our rebirth determines our identity as children of
God and it forms the basis on which we must grow. Because we are
spirit, soul and body, we must grow in spirit, soul and body (cf. Luke 2:52).
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People must see Christ in us, more and more: in our relationships,
attitudes, communication, work and in the God’s Way we farm.









Day 27
The King is in us!
Because God included us in the death and resurrection of Christ,
because He gave us a second birth, because He gave us faith and we
believe in Jesus, we are brand new people (2 Corinthians 5:17-18a).
God gave you a new spirit, namely the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9). Now
you are spiritually one with Jesus (1 Corinthians 6:17). Now His Spirit lives
in you. Now there is unity between you and Christ, just as there is unity
between Christ and the Father (John 17:20-23).
The Spirit (of Christ) in you is the core of the Gospel, the good news, the
secret that had to be revealed.



         





That is wonderful! The meaning is overwhelming:
1. The Spirit in you is the basis of your childhood. It confirms that you
belong to Christ and that God is your Father (John 1:13 and Romans 8:9
and 8:14-17). The Spirit in you determines your real identity: child of
God!
63

2. The Spirit in you is the guarantee that you will receive the full
heavenly glory (Colossians 1:27b, Ephesians 1:13-14, and 2 Corinthians 5:5),
because the Spirit cannot go to hell and you and the Spirit are one.
The Spirit in us is the deposit that guarantees everything that God is
still going to give to us (2 Corinthians 1:22);
3. The Spirit in you guarantees that your body, like the body of Jesus,
will be raised from the dead (Romans 8:11 and 1 Corinthians 15:42-49).
4. It is the Spirit of God in you that takes control, sets you free from
the outward law, slavery and fear (Hebrews 2:14-15; Romans 8:2 & 15,
and Galatians 4:6-7 and 5:13).
5. It is the Spirit in you that keeps changing you and making you anew
to increasingly reflect the image and character of the King (2
Corinthians 3:17-18 and Colossians 3).
6. The Spirit in you means that God has given His Word, His will and
His law in you (Jeremiah 31:33-34 and Hebrews 10:16). The law outside
has been replaced by the Spirit inside. The Spirit of Christ just wants
to do what the Father wants, because the Spirit of Jesus and the
Spirit of the Father are one (John 5:19-20 and 14:31 and 17:20-23 / Matthew
26:39 & 42). God’s will n our hearts is the new covenant that He
promised us (Jeremiah 31:33-34 and Hebrews 10:16)! It is no longer a
batch of rules and laws forced onto people from the outside with strict
discipline, threats and heavy punishment – even if it is for their own
good! The law outside has been replaced by the Spirit inside. Thus,
we can say: As Christians, we are no longer under the law but also
not without the law. The Kingdom of God is not a lawless place. The
Spirit within us has replaced the law outside us. The Spirit of God
makes the will of God known to us more dynamically and completely
in every situation, at any time and anywhere. He does it better than
any set of written rules, no matter how long or short it may be. “The
best teacher in town is the Holy Spirit,” is very true (1 John 2:27).
Jesus clearly states in Matthew 5:17-20 that the law has not
disappeared. The law as an outward set of rules that people had to
obey in an effort to achieve the right relationship with God, has
served its time. God has revealed His will to us in a much better and
more comprehensive way by giving us His Spirit. His Spirit creates in
us the desire to do what He wants. His Spirit also enables us to do
His will. And, if we do not always succeed, our relationship with God
and our identity as His children is not affected, because our
relationship with God has already been restored completely and
permanently because of Jesus’ complete obedience to the will of
God. Talk about grace – this is grace!
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7. The Spirit in you lives Jesus’ life through you! The Spirit conquers
the flesh (Galatians 5:16). The Spirit makes you think, argue and
therefore live, more and more like Jesus. The Spirit in you equips
you with the gifts and ability of Christ. It is the Spirit of the King in you
who enables you to live and to farm as a citizen of the Kingdom of
God.
8. It is the Spirit in you who knows the heart and will of God and
reveals it to you. The Spirit enables us to communicate with God and
our fellow believers on a spiritual level (1 Corinthians 2:10-16).
Before the outpouring of the Spirit, people’s relationship with God was
determined by keeping the law and carrying out religious rituals. This
has now changed to an intimate and personal relationship because His
Spirit has come to dwell in us.
In summary, the secret (that has been made known) behind living in the
Kingdom of God is this: The King lives in the citizens of His Kingdom
by His Spirit. With His Spirit in you, you are completely ready and
equipped for life in the Kingdom of God.



           
























65




         


         


Day 28
The complete message of the Cross
Why do so many Christians battle to rid themselves of the lifestyle they
had in the Kingdom of Darkness? It is probably because they know only
half of the message of the cross. We are often told that Christ died and
rose for our sins in our place. This was necessary for our sins to be
forgiven! Therefore, we call Him SAVIOUR. He saved us from the
punishment for sin.
But, we do not often hear that we also died with Christ and rose with
Him. It is necessary for the victory over the power of sin. Therefore, He
is our LORD and King. By His Spirit He now rules in our lives instead of
the power of sin.
We came into the Kingdom because God included us in the death and
resurrection of Christ (Romans 6:1-14). We died with Him and we rose
with Him. Therefore we have been called to die to the habits and
customs of our old self (before our rebirth and conversion). It is like taking off
dirty clothes. Because we died and rose with Christ, we are dead to sin
and free to do the will of the King.
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This means that people who by their death and resurrection with Christ
have received God’s Kingdom, cannot continue in their old way of life.
They may not keep practicing their old habits and customs in the
Kingdom. These old habits and customs do not fit in the Kingdom.
Ephesians 4:17-24 speaks about breaking away from the old sinful way
of life. New people live new lives because they reflect the image of God.
Once Paul has spelled out the principles, he explains this new life from
Ephesians 4:25 to 6:20. This new life is extensive. It literally covers
our whole life: the language we use, our discussions, temper, work,
sex life, humour and jokes, friends, how we spend our time, the
decisions we make; marriage, raising children, our family life, labour
relations, our battle against evil and our prayer life.
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PART 5
Life in the Kingdom of God
The Kingdom of God has broken into the present from the past and from
the future. It is an entirely new reality in which we can and must live
now. You and I as citizens of God’s Kingdom must proclaim the lifestyle
of the Kingdom here and now, everyday and everywhere. But we must
also demonstrate it. By our obedience to the will of the King we must
start showing people something of what life in heaven will be like one
day when God’s will is perfectly obeyed.
How is this possible? Only by the Spirit! It is the Spirit in you who lives
Jesus’ life through you! The Spirit conquers the flesh (Galatians 5:16).
The Spirit helps you to think and reason like Jesus and therefore to live
like Him. The Spirit equips you with the gifts of Christ. It is the Spirit of
the King in you that enables you to live and farm as a citizen of the
Kingdom.
The secret (that has been revealed) behind life in the Kingdom of God
therefore is this: By His Spirit, the King lives in the citizens of His
Kingdom. With His Spirit in you, you are fully prepared and equipped
for life in the Kingdom of God.
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Day 29
Life in the Kingdom of God
We can summarize Part 4 as follows:
The glory (doxa) of God

A wall of sin separates us from God – we cannot share in His glory (Romans 3:23)
Sporadic meetings at specific places, characterized by: sacrifices, rituals and
mediators.
Law outside us on stones and in books:

spirit = pneuma

soul = psuche

The part of my being that The part of my being with
links me to God and the which I think, reason,
spiritual world.
decide, sense things and
experience emotions, and
have relationships with
people.





body = soma
The part of my being by
which I live physically and
give expression to what
happens in my soul. My
body as such is not sinful.



The curse of the Fall, is that we share in the sinful nature of Adam
because we were born as his descendants. The nd 
 (the natural, inbred inclination and orientation to choose and do sin) took
over our entire being: spirit, soul and body. The  has free entry to
spirit, soul and body – and so do evil spirits and demons. Death literally
struck our entire being.
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But God’s grace (undeserved love) is abundant
(Ephesians 2:4-10)

The glory (doxa) of God
 Jesus returned the glory of God to us (John 1:14).
 By sacrificing Himself, He broke down the wall of sin that
separates us from God.
 By allowing His Spirit to live in us, He put an end to the sporadic
meetings at specific times and places with the assistance of
mediators. Outward legalistic religion was replaced by an ongoing,
intimate and personal relationship with God because His Spirit
lives in us.
 The Spirit in us replaced the law outside us. The Spirit in us came
to do what the law outside us could not do (Romans 8:3-4).
 The core of the Gospel is Christ (Spirit) in us (Colossians 1:27).
Spirit = pneuma

soul = psuche

The part of my being by The part of my being in
which I am linked to God which I think, reason,
and the spirit world.
decide,
sense
things,
experience
emotions,
have relationships with
people.

Spirit
(cf. Romans 8:9)

Spirit
(cf. 1 Corinthians 2:16)

body = soma
The part of my being
through which I live
outwardly
and
give
expression to what occurs
in my soul. My body as
such is not sinful.

Spirit
(cf. 1 Corinthians 6:15, 19)

____________
The old flesh  is not willing to give up the control it had for so
many years without a fight. It is involved in a major battle against the
Spirit (Galatians 5:16-17). The  keeps trying to take control again in
one way or another, or to gain influence over our spirit and/or soul
and/or body. Thank God that the playing field is not level. If we
surrender control of our whole being to the Spirit, then the  (flesh) is
fighting a losing battle (Galatians 5:16). We must not fight hard against sin
in order to conquer it. We must realise that we are dead to sin and that
sin has lost its hold over us (Romans 6:6-7 and Galatians 5:24).
This is life in the Kingdom: The King lives in us. The King lives through
us. By His Spirit, we live the life of the King.
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Day 30
The Kingdom is more than that which is socially
acceptable
What the Spirit wills is diametrically opposed to what the flesh wills. The
will of the King is not a more honourable, more socially acceptable
expression of the will of the flesh. Violently raping a woman on the
street and secretly visiting an escort agency to satisfy your sexual
desire, are equally evil, even if one is more socially acceptable. Getting
drunk by drinking from a crystal glass and sleeping it off in your own
room may be more acceptable than getting drunk on cheap wine and
falling down on the pavement, but both are the work of the flesh.
Abortion by a highly qualified doctor in a well-equipped hospital may be
lawful, but it does not really differ from gruesome attacks on people on
farms: murder is murder. Greed is a sin, whether you steal someone
else’s possessions or are stingy and keep everything you have worked
for just for yourself. Using condoms for sex outside marriage in order to
prevent pregnancy and/or the spread of HIV/Aids, is socially acceptable.
But, it is just as wrong as wearing gloves to break into a house. Jesus
came to destroy the devil’s work, not to make it more socially acceptable
(1 John 3:8b). He came to establish His Kingdom, not just a culture. Do
not think that the Kingdom looks like Western society.
The Kingdom comes and becomes visible by what the King does; by
what He does through us. He works, and we are His fellow-workers. He
says what must be done, and we obey Him. He says how it must be
done, and we concur. Everything He wants to do through us, we can do
through His Spirit. What Jesus in the Spirit sees the Father doing, He
does. That which we in the spirit/Spirit see Jesus doing, we do. If we
see Jesus showing compassion, then we show compassion. If in the
spirit/Spirit we see Jesus healing someone, then we pray for that person
to be healed. If we hear in the spirit/Spirit that Jesus wants to save
someone, then we share the Gospel with that person. If we see in the
spirit/Spirit that Jesus wants to give someone another chance, then we
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do so too. If we see in the spirit/Spirit Jesus giving something away to
someone, then we open our hands and give, no matter how much we
need it ourselves. If I see Jesus accepting someone who does not
belong to my church or who belongs to a different race, then I
immediately become His fellow-worker and accept that person too
(Romans 15:7).
Life in the Kingdom is to always be in tune with the Spirit: What do I see
and hear the King doing? How is He busy honouring the Father? How
is He busy obeying the Father? How is He busy conquering evil with
good? How is He busy restoring relationships? Whatever I see and
hear in the Spirit, I do through the Spirit. I am the King’s fellow-worker.
If I stay focused on the Spirit, the flesh will struggle in vain for my time
and attention.
What you do not see or hear from the King, is not of the Kingdom:
swearing and dirty jokes that pretend sin is funny; all lies; all forms of
unfaithfulness; laziness; selfish plans and greed; the slating of godly
institutions such as marriage, etcetera.
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Day 31
The Kingdom comes when we live and farm God’s Way
Amos Agrimin’s vision is Living and Farming God’s Way because we
are convinced that the Kingdom comes when we see what the King is
doing and then do the same. In the book, Living and Farming God’s
Way – Basics a few God’s Way principles are discussed in detail.
Please download it from www.amosafrica.net or order a printed copy
by sending an e-mail to secretary@amosafrica.net. Read it! Here is a
very short summary of five important God’s Way principles (without all
the examples and text references):
1.

God’s Way is so radically different that it almost sounds like
nonsense. Even the core of the Gospel, the message of the
cross, is nonsense to the world (1 Corinthians 1:18 and 2:14). The
way the world lives and farms is not necessarily God’s Way no
matter how good, technical, scientific, pious and religious it seems.
God’s Way is more than handing out Bibles or having farm
devotions. God’s Way challenges you to believe the impossible
and to obey God even if His instruction does not make sense. To
the world, God’s Way is foolish, but to us it is the key to heaven on
earth.

2.

God’s Way is always through people. Therefore, Living and
Farming God’s Way requires that you be completely available to
what God wants to do. It especially requires that you make more
time to pray. If we look at Jesus’ prayer life (Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16 and
6:12), it is clear that five minutes a day is not enough. God makes
His Kingdom come through people - believing, obedient, praying,
hard-working people.

3.

God’s Way is unity and cooperation. Unity is more than the
absence of open conflict. Unity is the being of God.
 There is unity and cooperation between the Father, Son and Spirit.
 There is unity and cooperation between Jesus and us as His body.
 There is a bond of unity between all who believe in Jesus Christ.

Unity is more than tolerating one another for the sake of … . This
kind of unity is a cheap copy practiced by the world. The Kingdom
comes each time God’s children work together in love and unity,
despite differences in church, language and culture.
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4.

God’s Way is living and farming with open hands. God shares
all He has and all He is with us: from His image and His Spirit to
His home and His dominion. Our God and King has open hands.
To give is much more than merely getting rid of something you no
longer need. God’s Way requires that you and I give everything,
including that which is precious to us. God’s Way demands that
you give yourself. The Kingdom comes when we open our hands
and we become a blessing to others.

5.

Jesus demonstrated God’s Way by becoming a servant. To
serve is much more than merely helping people. God’s Way
demands self-abasement, relinquishment and sacrifice. It is the
path followed by the King of the Kingdom. The Kingdom comes
when you and I stop dominating others. The Kingdom comes
when we are willing to do what we see the King doing – when we
serve!

No matter what we think of God’s Way, one thing is certain: God’s Way
is of a very high standard. It is more than what is logically and/or
socially acceptable. It is radically different to the world’s way of thinking
and doing. God’s Way is Kingdom!
When we farm for God, His way and with His love in our hearts, His
message on our lips while our hands are doing His work, then His
Kingdom comes. Then the Kingdom comes in the workplace. It comes
on the farm and spreads to the next farm like yeast leavens bread. Then
you and your farm become a source and symbol of blessing (cf. Zechariah
8:12-13 in the New International Version).

 It is
the lifestyle of the Kingdom. And it is possible, because the King lives in
every citizen of His Kingdom through His Spirit. 
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Let us compare a few of the truths of the two kingdoms with each
other to make the difference clearer. The problem is that we, despite
the fact that we are citizens of the Kingdom of God, often still think and
reason like citizens of the kingdom of darkness. We are so used to the
ways of the world that we struggle to break the habit.
God (the Spirit of the King in us) must change the way we think so that we
no longer think and reason the way we did when we were still citizens of
the kingdom of darkness. This Spirit gives us a new conviction and
changes our idea of who God is and our true identity in Christ. The Spirit
helps me to think the way Christ thinks about my job, my land and my
community. The Spirit brings truth and Truth (who is Jesus – John 14:6) and
drives out the old lies I used to believe - lies that resulted in death and
destruction in my being.

Day 32
The Kingdom comes when discrimination leaves!
Kingdom of God:
There is no discrimination in the Kingdom of God. You are spirit, soul
and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23). Your identity is determined by these
three and not by your physical birth. You are a new being when you
belong to Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). Look at the sketch on day 29. New
Spirit – new being –new identity! In the Kingdom of God, your identity
and mine are not determined by our personality, our behaviour, our
gender, skin colour or social status. In the Kingdom of God our identity
is only determined by the Spirit who lives in us because we believe in
Jesus Christ.
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The difference between men and women; employers and employees;
rich and poor, and between races, tribes and nations, do not lie on the
level of the spirit. They are all mainly concerned with the shape and
colour of the earthly tent (2 Corinthians 5:1-5) and the relationship between
people on the level of the soul. Therefore, racism, sexism and class
distinctions are very superficial and worldly ways of categorizing people.
The real identity of fellow-citizens is ignored. We used to do it too, but
we no longer judge people in terms of their earthly tent (colour, gender or
looks), because people are much more than merely an earthly tent. All
who believe in Christ are new beings (2 Corinthians 5:16-18a).
In the Kingdom, we focus on unity between God’s children. We see in
the Spirit and therefore see that Christ does not discriminate between
employers and employees. And so we do not do it either. We see that
Christ does not distinguish between men and women, and so we don’t
do it either. To Christ the value of a farm child and the minister of
agriculture is the same. Therefore, we honour and respect both. Men
and women have different roles and functions, but this being so, there is
no ground for discrimination. The same is true of employers and
employees. We evaluate people spiritually and therefore find there is no
ground for discrimination.
Kingdom of Darkness:
Discrimination is the order of the day in this kingdom. Men think they are
superior to women and women think they are superior to men.
Employers lord it over their workers and the rich believe it is their right to
rule over the poor. The race card is played continually in politics and not
everyone is equally welcome in all churches. There is discrimination in
the kingdom of darkness, but worse, people are antagonistic towards
each other (Ephesians 2:14-16). They are hateful and hate each other
(Titus 3:3). Every tiny difference between people is over-emphasized and
serves as a reason to discriminate. Insulting and disparaging remarks
are continually made covertly.
76

              





          




Day 33
Victory in the Kingdom!
Kingdom of God:
In this Kingdom, victory is gained through faith in and obedience to
God! Faith and obedience cannot be separated. Who believes, obeys!
The Old Testament says that victory is not achieved by means of
strength and violence or a strong army. The LORD God gains victory
and gives it to His people (Psalm 33:13-19 and Proverbs 21:31). The small
size or weakness of the people and the strength of the enemy do not
play a role. Victory is actually a business of stand still and watch. It is
standing still in faith and watching the Lord gain victory.
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Through the prophet Zechariah God says, 


 (Zechariah 4:6).
Jesus gained victory over the devil’s temptations by the Spirit (Matthew
3:16 - 4:11). He conquered evil by being obedient unto death (Philippians
2:8). Paul also emphasized the fact that victory is gained by obedience.
He says His weapon for attack and defence is righteousness, doing the
will of God (2 Corinthians 6:7).
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Kingdom of Darkness:
Here force and violence are used to win at any cost! The weapons
people use here to get their way and satisfy their selfish desires
are the abuse of power, manipulation and intimidation, bribery,
threats and cunning plans. Playing dirty is the “done thing” in this
kingdom. Rules do not really exist. The only goal is to win! Lies
and deceit are acceptable as long as you win. In this kingdom
people believe that you can only win if someone else loses.
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Day 34
You can relax!
Kingdom of God:
Citizens of God’s Kingdom can relax! Their King says, “Enough is
enough!” The one sacrifice Jesus made was enough to set us free from
sin forever. No other sacrifice is needed (John 19:30, and Hebrews 9:26 and
10:14-18). God is content. He need not be constantly humoured. In His
Kingdom there is no condemnation now (Romans 8:1), because all are in
Christ. Citizens of His Kingdom have been acquitted. The relationship
between them and God has been restored and there is peace (Romans
5:1). Jesus’ perfect obedience is enough. Because we believe, His
obedience, righteousness and holiness have been given to us (1
Corinthians 1:30 and 2 Corinthians 5:21). He shares His perfect relationship
with the Father with all fellow citizens as a gift. His achievement was big
enough to make us more than 100% acceptable to God forever.
Citizens cannot do anything to be more acceptable to God. God does
not accept us because of what we do, but because of what Jesus did.






Kingdom of Darkness:
Citizens must keep achieving here! Endless sacrifices, effort and
performance are required to keep the gods and the spirits happy.
And even if they can be appeased, they aren’t satisfied for long.
They soon want more from you. It is an exhausting business
because as soon as you stop achieving, you stop being acceptable
and you are no longer safe. The gods and spirits soon return for
more. People are driven to achieve out of fear for the gods and
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the spirits. They are also driven to achieve because of their desire
to feel worthy and their fear of rejection. Citizens of this kingdom
are convinced that their value lies in what they do and not in who
they are. Because they believe this lie, they must keep achieving
to feel worthy and to be acceptable. This is an exhausting
business!
                

                











           




†
Pray that the agricultural community will be set free from a
performance driven religion by which they are trying to make
themselves acceptable to God by doing certain things, breaking
certain habits or carrying out certain rituals. Pray that they will
believe in Jesus Christ.

Day 35
You can be certain!
Kingdom of God:
You will know it if you met Mr. Nelson Mandela personally and shook his
hand. You will not wonder about it or doubt that it happened, or think or
hope that it really happened. You will know! Similarly, God’s children
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know that He is their Father and Jesus is their Lord and King. You need
this certainty in order to live a full life.
I am filled with uncertainty, stress and fear every time I travel
somewhere on roads I do not know. Will I find the place? Will I be in
time? Is this the right road? When I see a road sign indicating the
direction and distance all the fear, stress and uncertainty disappear
because I know that I am on the right road. Certainty dispels the
emotions of stress and fear and I enjoy the rest of the journey! Certainty
always makes a big difference to people’s lives. It makes life a
completely different experience!
God’s children can be certain of eternal life (1 John 5:12-13), of the love of
God (John 3:16 and Romans 8:31-39) and of all His promises, because God
cannot lie (Numbers 23:19 and Titus 1:2). They can be certain of God! They
not only believe in God, but they believe God! (There is a big difference
between the two!) He is holy and cannot do anything wrong or bad (1 Peter
1:16 and John 8:46). God does not have a bad side (1 John 1:5). He does
not have a dark side that makes us doubtful. Even though you may
sometimes be uncertain of what God is going to do, you can be certain
of His trustworthy nature. He is always the same. The King does not
have a split personality.








Kingdom of Darkness:
Here citizens live in uncertainty and fear! There is no certainty in
the kingdom of darkness because the devil is the father of the lie
(John 8:44). He is always changing his tune. His henchmen are
just like him. The gods and spirits are full of nonsense. They are
unpredictable, untrustworthy and immoral. You never know where
you stand with them. Placate one and another one is dissatisfied.
Escape from one and another one traps you. You cannot trust
anyone because people become and are like the gods they
worship – fickle and unreliable. Good relationships are impossible
because good relationships are built on trust and certainty.
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Day 36
Love drives out fear
Kingdom of God:
God is love (1 John 4:8) and He poured out His love into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). Love is not something God puts into
the hearts of the citizens of His Kingdom. Love is Someone who comes
to live in the hearts of His children: The Spirit of King Jesus! The Spirit
is love, because God is love. Therefore, Paul writes with certainty that
nothing can ever separate us from the Love of God. Our spirit and the
Spirit of God who lives in us is one. We, Jesus and the Father all now
have the same Spirit and so we are one (John 17:20-23).
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We enjoy God’s permanent and unconditional love. Therefore, we must
love Him with all our being.







To say that you must love God with all your heart, all your soul, all your
mind and all your strength means that you must allow the Spirit (Love) to
control your whole being (spirit, soul and body). When you allow the Spirit
to take control of your soul (will, intellect, emotions) and your body, the
spontaneous result is the fruit of the Spirit, namely love (Galatians 5:22-23).
Love, admiration and gratitude to God motivate us to serve and obey
Him. This love drives out all fear (1 John 4:18). The Kingdom of God is a
place where there is no reason or place for fear!

Kingdom of Darkness:
Citizens of this kingdom live in continual fear of punishment! They
are afraid of death and this fear controls their entire being the way
a slave was controlled by his owners in the past (Hebrews 2:14-15).
Thus, fear motivates them to obey and serve people, gods and
spirits who have more power than they have. There is no inner
rest or peace. There is no love for their god, gods or spirits. There
is no sense of being loved by their gods and spirits. Therefore,
there is no joy in their religion. The kingdom of darkness is a
fearsome place!
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Day 37
Sing about the power and authority of the King
Kingdom of God:
Citizens sing about the power and authority of the King. Colossians
1:15-20 is a song! The fact that He has all the power and authority in
heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18), comforts, encourages, motivates
and protects everyone in His Kingdom. They can be courageous when
they are struggling because their King has already conquered the world
(John 16:33). They can go to all the people and make disciples, even if
they are few. When people threaten them, they call on their King for
help (Acts 4:29-31). They are not even afraid of death (Philippians 1:21 and 1
Corinthians 15:54-55, and Hebrews 2:14-15). Because the King works for the
good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28) and because He uses His
power to dry their tears (Psalm 30:11-12 and Revelation 21:4) the citizens of
His Kingdom are singing people. Yes, even in their darkest night, He
gives them a song (Job 35:10, Psalm 42:8 and Acts 16:25).
Kingdom of Darkness:
The power of the gods/spirits is a threat to the citizens of this
kingdom and so they live in fear. They are afraid of literally
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everything: for the unknown (death and everything they do not know or
understand), fate, natural phenomena, the spirits of the dead,
demons, curses, etcetera. Thus, they are very superstitious. They
literally live a life filled with fear! On my return flight from
Zimbabwe to South Africa once, my seat was in row 14. I
assumed it was two rows behind row 12, but when I reached the
seat someone else was already seated there. The person assured
me that he was sitting in row 15. I took a good look at the seat
numbers and realized that there was no row 13! Imagine that –
even people who are skilled enough to build and fly large
aeroplanes are afraid of the number 13.
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Day 38
Free! Free! Completely free!
Kingdom of God:
Here the citizens are completely free! They are free from the power of
sin and they are free to live for God. They are free from condemnation
and free of fear. As Christians we live towards the cross but also away
from the cross. We take our sins to the cross, and we live in victory
because of the cross.



          

























The King has pulled us out of the power of darkness. He has placed us
in a position to rule over the devil, the world and our own sinful nature
(Ephesians 2:4-6 and James 4:7, and Romans 6:1-18). You and I need not sin.
We can conquer evil (1 John 2:12-15). Evil has lost its hold over us and
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has no authority over us. He cannot intimidate us into obeying him. We
are free and can obey the will of God (1 John 3:8-9). We live under control
of the Spirit of the King (Romans 8:9 & 14) and where the Spirit is, is
freedom (1 Corinthians 3:17).
Kingdom of Darkness:
Citizens of the kingdom of darkness are slaves! They are
controlled by sin and the powers of evil (Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans
6:17a). Yet they believe that they are free.
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Day 39
Be humble and dependent
Kingdom of God:
Jesus teaches people about life in the Kingdom from Matthew 5 to 7.
The first thing He teaches them is: Blessed and happy are those who
are poor in spirit and humble (Matthew 5:3). Greatness in the Kingdom of
God is all about humility and a child-like faith (Matthew 18:1-4). We have
already learned that it is all about the King. From Him, through Him and
to Him are all things (Colossians 1:15-17 and Romans 11:36).







Kingdom of Darkness:
Pride and arrogance are the order of the day! Pride was the
reason why Satan, who was an angel, was thrown out of heaven
with a third of all the angels when they rebelled against God (2
Peter 2:4 and Jude 6). The citizens of the kingdom of darkness have
exactly the same qualities as their “father”, the devil. In 2 Timothy
3:2-4 they are described with words such as selfish, proud,
boastful, abusive, brutal and slanderous. Pride and arrogance are
root sins that lead to all the other sins mentioned in 2 Timothy 3.
They feed and nourish the selfish self.
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Day 40
The Kingdom comes when we surrender, care and share
The Kingdom of God comes when you and I become like our King and
make disciples who are like our King. Jesus defined discipleship with
His own life. Our King’s life was characterized by 


SURRENDER:
 Because Jesus loves the Father, He was perfectly obedient to the
Father (John 14:31);
 He had no other goal than to follow the plan the Father had for Him
(John 4:34);
 He was in continual conversation with the Father and only told
people what He heard from the Father (Luke 5:16, and John 14:10 &
24);

 He carried out His calling and commission perfectly (John 17:4);
 He was willing to die on the cross – He was perfectly surrendered
to the will of His Father (Philippians 2:8)!
CARE:
 Jesus’ ministry clearly shows that He cared for all people;
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 He cared for people: spirit, soul and body;
 He was willing to die on the cross – that is the extent to which He
cared for us (John 13:1 and 1 John 3:16);
SHARE:
 He was the One sent by God (John 3:17 and 1 John 4:9-10), His
Apostle (Hebrews 3:1);
 He was willing to die on the cross - He was so committed to grant
us salvation and victory. (Colossians 2:14 and Hebrews 10:10 & 14);
 Jesus shared His obedience, His holiness and His righteousness
(His perfect relationship with the Father) with you and me for free.
Who you and I are today in Christ, and what privileges we as citizens of
His Kingdom have, are ALL thanks to Jesus’   


The Kingdom comes when you and I become 
  we give the King of the Kingdom the
opportunity to live His life through us;
when you and I make disciples who are   
people like our King. [Visit www.amosafrica.net to download the
publication,  free of charge. You can also send an email to secretary@amosafrica.net to order a hard copy.]






          


Let Your Kingdom come – in agriculture too!
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Declaration
based on Jesus’ promise and invitation in Mark 11:22-24

The Kingdom of God will come – in agriculture too!
The King will be honoured and obeyed – in agriculture too!
Victory and restoration will occur – in agriculture too!
Living and Farming God’s Way will be realized throughout Africa!
Because a Child has been born to us,
A Child with more than one Name:
He is the Lamb and the Lion;
He is the Saviour and the LORD;
He is the Strong Deliverer and the Eternal King His reign will keep expanding and it will never end!
Darkest Africa will be a light to the nations;
Hungry Africa will feed the world;
Farmers will be blessed to be a blessing;
Agriculturalists will be stewards of their land;
The agricultural community will be God’s representatives!
Because a Child has been born to us,
A Child with more than one Name:
He is the Lamb and the Lion;
He is the Saviour and the LORD;
He is the Strong Deliverer and the Eternal King His reign will keep expanding and it will never end!
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Appendix 1
The Kingdom in the agricultural community
Lawlessness and promiscuity are the rejection of Jesus as LORD and
King. They make a mockery of God’s grace.






Living and Farming God’s Way therefore means farming with
boundaries! These boundaries are the will and desire of our LORD and
King. In the kingdom of darkness, people farm without boundaries and
do as they please.
In AMOS, we want to see the Kingdom of God made visible in the
agricultural community. Therefore, the core business of Amos Agrimin
is:
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In terms of their relationship with God it means i.e. that people in the
agricultural community:
 Accept Him as SAVIOUR;
 Worship, honour and thank Him as KING;
 Obey Him as LORD by all they think, say and do.
This presupposes a few things:
i)
That the entire Gospel will be proclaimed to them.
ii)
That they will be confident enough (Hebrews 10:19 et seq. and 1
John 3:21-22) and will acquire the skill of communicating with
the King. A relationship is out of the question without
communication.
• They must listen to the Word or read it themselves;
• Hear God’s voice;
• Pray.
iii)
That they will be taught the basic truth about the Kingdom of
God.
iv)
That the power and hold of evil and/or all other gods over
them will be broken in the Name of the Lord Jesus.
Where people are concerned it means i.e. that everyone in the
agricultural community whose relationship with God has been restored:
 Must consider themselves as citizens of God’s Kingdom;
 Must understand how they gained citizenship;
 Learn how the King wants His citizens to treat each other and
people who are not part of His Kingdom yet;
 Know that the human body is not inferior or sinful in itself because,
i.e. Jesus came to reveal God to us in His human body (Colossians
1:15).
This presupposes a few things:
i)
They must be taught that, as citizens of God’s Kingdom, they
are people with a new identity and a new status.
ii)
They must understand the principles and truths that apply in
the Kingdom of God and they must learn to live accordingly.
Because of who they are now, they must be taught to live
with themselves and others in a new way.
iii)
They must deliberately be taught that, because of their death
and resurrection with Christ, they must die to their old way of
living. (Their way of thinking, talking and doing.) Egypt’s lifestyle
must not be taken into Canaan (Leviticus 18:3). The lifestyle of
the heathen who live there should not be followed
(Deuteronomy 7:1-6 and 7:23-26).
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With regard to Creation this means i.e. that the agricultural community
whose relationship with God has been restored:
 Understands that Christ holds the first and most important position
in creation;
 Know that ALL things were created from Him, through Him and to
Him;
 Believe that Christ put EVERYTHING in Creation in the right
relationship with God;
 Know that Creation is part of God’s Kingdom and therefore should
also praise the King.
This presupposes the following:
i) The agricultural community must be taught that Creation is not
inferior or unimportant. It is so important to God that He reconciled
it to Him by the blood of His Son.
ii) They must also be taught that nothing in creation is God or godly.
Therefore, creation may not be worshipped or honoured as God.
iii) People must learn to handle Creation with so much love, respect
and care that it will keep proclaiming God’s greatness. They must
be taught to stop agricultural and other practices that lead to the
destruction of Creation and/or an organisms or species (plant or
animal) becoming extinct. Think about this: Every animal or plant
that is wiped out because of us means that there is one less voice
in the choir of Creation that must sing God’s praise day and night
(cf. Psalm 148 and Revelation 5:13). To destroy nature is to rob
God of the praise and honour that is His due.
iv) As agriculturalists, we must become God’s fellow-workers in
restoring everything that sin destroyed. We must learn to counter
decline and decay in Creation and to help Creation proclaim God’s
glory. We must now start doing what God will one day do
according to Romans 8:21-22. Part of what it will be like in the
future should be reflected by our own lives and by our land.
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Appendix 2
Think about this
1. Kingdom of Darkness:
Citizens have already been condemned! All who do not believe in
Jesus Christ have already been condemned because of their lack of
faith (John 3:18 & 36).
Kingdom of God:
Citizens are free from condemnation! God judges fairly by
pardoning all who believe in Jesus (Romans 3:26). 

          
 (Romans 8:1). Because God has pardoned us, no one can
ever accuse us again – not the devil and not our own conscience
(1 John 3:18-20; Romans 8:31-34).

 


              

           


2. Kingdom of Darkness:
Citizens are driven by greed and their own desires! Because of pride
and arrogance, everything is about me, myself and I - selfishness,
self-enrichment, self-assertion, self-reliance, (not depending on God),
self-interest, self-righteousness, self-conceit, self-will, and so on.
Everything (including creation) and everyone are there for my
personal benefit. Therefore, injustice is the order of the day. Read
James 3:13-18.
Kingdom of God:
Citizens have each other’s interest at heart! Because the King did
not come to be served but to serve and to lay down His life for
others (Mark 10:45), other people’s interests are more important to
citizens of this kingdom than their own (Philippians 2:3-8 and 1 John
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3:16-18). The King Himself set the example of serving others in
love (John 13:12-17).


              
                


3. Kingdom of Darkness:
Injustice is the order of the day! Nothing else is possible when
everything only revolves around you. People are downtrodden,
exploited and misused – especially defenceless people such as the
poor, children, women, widows and the aged. Nature is also
destroyed. Most of the prophets of the Old Testament warned
against the injustices of their time. Consider Amos and Jeremiah in
this regard.

Kingdom of God:
This is a Kingdom where righteousness and justice prevails!
Righteousness and justice are qualities of the King and therefore
also of His reign (Isaiah 9:5-6; Daniel 4:37). He therefore expects
citizens of His Kingdom to make sure that justice prevails (Jeremiah
9:24; Amos 5:24; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 7:9-10).
4. Kingdom of Darkness:
Broken relationships: All of Scripture is clear about the fact that sin
destroyed literally all relationships: the relationship with God, with
people and with creation. It created a barrier between God and
people (Romans 3:23) and people became enemies of God and each
other (Romans 5:10; Titus 3:3). People began to destroy the earth
(Habakkuk 2:17 and Revelation 11:18). Disruption, discord, partisanship,
prejudice, divorce, loneliness and isolation are the everyday results of
broken relationships.
Kingdom of God:
Restored relationships: The relationship between citizens of this
Kingdom and God has been completely restored (Romans 5:1). The
enmity and the wall of separation between people and groups, has
been broken down (Ephesians 2:13-16). According to Colossians
1:20, God reconciled everything to Him through Christ. Christ put
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everything back in its rightful place, in the right relationship with
each other.

             

  
                
              

             


5. Kingdom of Darkness
People’s actions lead to reaction by spirits and gods! People take the
initiative in an effort to keep a good relationship with the gods and
spirits. They do something and the spirits and gods respond. These
citizens believe that they must save themselves by repeatedly doing
certain things, especially when they realise that the gods and spirits
are antagonistic.
Kingdom of God
The King’s actions lead to reaction by the people! God took the
initiative to save people. He sent His Son while we were sinners
(Romans 5:8). The lives of the citizens of God’s Kingdom are a
response to the coming of Jesus, their Saviour and King (cf. Titus
3:4 et seq.). His coming was the visible proof of God’s love,
goodness, compassion and care! The coming of the Kingdom is
God’s initiative. The fact that we can share in it is the work of God.
Our only fitting response is praise and honour and gratitude to the
King! (Colossians 1:12-14)
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The only good news for people outside the Kingdom of God is that He
can pull people out of the kingdom of darkness and make them citizens
of the Kingdom of His beloved Son (Colossians 1:13), and that nothing and
no-one can ever pull the citizens of God’s Kingdom out of God’s hand
(John 10:28).
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